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10: 24 Holyrood Avenue, Holyrood Park

1. Description of Property
Municipal Address
Name (if applicable)
Legal Description
Location of Property
Ownership
Access
Current Use
Existing Designation
General Description

Priority Level

24 Holyrood Avenue
Holyrood Park
No legal description was provided.
The park is accessed by footpath from Holyrood Ave, which runs south from Lakeshore Road
West. The path leads downhill to Lake Ontario, continuing parallel to the waterfront and then
turning north again where it connects back to Holyrood Ave.
Public - Town of Oakville
Access granted by the Town. Site visit August 11th, 2015. (AB, CU, ES)
Public Park
Listed on the Register of Properties of Cultural Heritage Value of Interest (NOT Designated).
Description: “This property has potential cultural heritage value for its gate remnants,
historically associated with the Holyrood Estate.”
Holyrood Park is a small green space along the Lake Ontario shoreline, with a footpath trail
that leads from Holyrood Avenue to Lake Ontario and back. Two stone pillars at the entrance
to the footpath were once part of a lakefront estate known as “Holyrood”. They were moved
here in 1996 from their former location at the corner of Lakeshore Road West and Holyrood
Avenue. There are designed plantings at the entrance to the footpath and trees along the
waterfront.
N/A- No Further Action Required

Figure 1: 24 Holyrood Ave (CU, 2015)
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2. Key Recommendations
Priority Level = N/A
No further action is recommended for the following reasons:
•
•

No known vulnerabilities; and
Current ‘listed’ status on Heritage Registry provides sufficient protection of any potential cultural heritage resources.

3. Documentation and Inventory of Built Form
List of Built Features:
•

•
•
•

Two stone pillars at the entrance to the footpath. They are made with rough-faced, even-coursed stone blocks and
have crenellated tops and decorative metal spheres. The east pillar has a crest; the west pillar has a sign saying
“Holyrood”;
Wooden Town of Oakville sign near the west pillar;
Interlocking brick at the entrance and exit to the footpath; and
A park bench in a small grassed opening at the bottom of the hill.

4. Documentation and Inventory of Natural Form
List of Natural Features:
•
•
•

Designed plantings at the entrance include: Alternate Leaf Dogwood, Walnut, Serviceberry, Honeysuckle, False
Spirea;
The natural woodlot along the interlocking brick pathway includes: mature Oaks, Birch, Maple, Cherry, Poplar, native
perennials, Roses, Flowering Raspberries, Raspberries; and
Trees along the waterfront pathway include: Ash, White Pine, Poplar, Austrian Pine, Red Oak, Black Locust, Norway
Maple.

5. Design (Typology)
‘X’ all that
apply

Categories of Cultural
Heritage Landscape

X

Designed Landscape
Organically Evolved
Landscape
Relict Landscape
(Evolved Landscape)
Continuing Landscape
(Evolved Landscape)
Associative Cultural
Landscape

Description
“…clearly defined landscape designed and created
intentionally by man.”
“…results from an initial social, economic,
administrative, and/or religious imperative and has
developed in its present form in response to its
natural environment”
“…in which an evolutionary process came to an end at
some time in the past.”
“…retains an active social role in contemporary society
closely associated with the traditional way of life, and
which the evolutionary process is still in progress.”
“…justifiable by virtue of the powerful
religious, artistic, or cultural associations of the
natural element rather than material cultural
evidence, which may be insignificant or even absent.”
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6. Historical and Thematic Associations
This property on which the park stands was first patented to William Stanton in 1811. In 1853, St. Jude’s Anglican Church
acquired the five-acre parcel that ran from the waterfront north to Lakeshore Road, in order to build a cemetery and
rectory. 1 The rectory was sold to Samuel Oliver in 1887 and then to Dr. William T. Stuart in 1894. Being of Scottish decent, he
named it Holyrood, in honour of the castle in Edinburgh, Scotland. Stuart acquired other lands in addition to the two-acre
rectory property, and his estate comprised 17 acres of wooded property, stretching from Lakeshore Rd to the waterfront and
from St. Jude's Cemetery, to what is now Holyrood Ave. 2
The property was sold to James Henry Grundy in 1921 and then to Gordon Lefebvre in 1929. Lefebvre was a wealthy car
company executive, who had served as VP and General Manager of General Motors of Canada Limited and then VicePresident of Oakland Motor Car Company. 3 Lefebvre hired Architect Rob Bishop to renovate the property, enclosing the
verandah, building a sleeping porch overhead, adding a three-car garage with second-storey apartment, modernizing the
kitchen, plumbing and heating, building a swimming pool, guest bungalow and tennis court and completely landscaping the
gardens, including a grape arbour. 4
Herbert E. Corbett purchased the estate in 1945, selling five acres with the rectory to Donald G. Davis, an officer in the
Toronto Scottish Regiment. The remainder was sold to a development company who laid out residential lots on the east side
of Holyrood Avenue. 5 Davis sold the rectory property to David Knapp in 1952; Knapp sold it to Norman Webster in 1969. 6
The stone pillars were created sometime after Dr. Stuart named his estate Holyrood, and were installed at the corner of
Lakeshore Road West and Holyrood Avenue. Given their castle-like design, they were most likely made for Dr. Stuart or for
Donald G. Davis, who were both proud of their Scottish heritage.
In the mid-1990s, the rectory property was developed as a planned subdivision. The former rectory was relocated to a new
location within the subdivision. The stone pillars were moved to their current location at the head of the footpath. 7

7. Contextual Associations
Holyrood Park is located on a small parcel of public land with a residential neighbourhood to the north and Lake Ontario to
the south. The two stone pillars were moved to their current location, likely in 1996. The pillars may be historically linked
with the former Holyrood Estate House, which has been moved to 2 Holyrood Avenue.

1

St. Jude’s Anglican Church. History of St. Jude’s. Access online, October 2015, from http://stjudeschurch.net/history-of-st-judes/
Ashe & Burnell, p. 46.
3
“Oakland Elects Gordon Lefebvre Vice President: Comes to Oakland from General Motors of Canada, Ltd., Where He was General
Manager,” in The Daily Capital News (Jefferson City, Missouri), 6 November 1927.
4
Getty Images.
5
Ashe & Burnell, p, 47.
6
Ashe & Burnell, p. 47
7
This information was provided in August 2015 by the current owner of the former rectory at 2 Holyrood Avenue.
2
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8. Evaluation (O. Reg 9/06)
O.Reg.9/06 Criteria
1. The property has design value or
physical value because it,
i. is a rare, unique, representative or early
example of a style, type, expression,
material, or construction method,
ii. displays a high degree of craftsmanship
or artistic merit, or
iii. demonstrates a high degree of
technical or scientific achievement.
2. The property has historical value or
associative value because it,
i. has direct associations with a theme,
event, belief, person, activity,
organization or institution that is
significant to a community,
ii. yields, or has the potential to yield,
information that contributes to an
understanding of a community or culture,
or
iii. demonstrates or reflects the work or
ideas of an architect, artist, builder,
designer or theorist who is significant to a
community.
3. The property has contextual value
because it,
i. is important in defining, maintaining or
supporting the character of an area,

Criteria
Potentially
Met (Y/N)

Potential Justification

N

Not shown.

N

Not shown.

N

Not shown.

N

The stone pillars may be associated with
the Holyrood Estate, but there is no
evidence that it is significant to the
community.

N

Not shown.

N

Not known.

N

Not shown.

ii. is physically, functionally, visually or
historically linked to its surroundings, or

N

iii. is a landmark.

N

The stone pillars may be historically
linked to the former rectory at 2
Holyrood Avenue, but the nature of
their relationship is not clear, and is not
evident within the landscape.
The resource is not a landmark
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9. Photographic Documentation

Figure 3: Detail of crest on eastern pillar (at left) and Holyrood sign on western pillar (at right). (AB, 2015)

Figure 4: Footpath along the waterfront with views to Lake Ontario. (CU, 2015)
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10.

Analysis & Recommendations

Potential Heritage Value:
The only resource of potential heritage value in Holyrood Park is the pair of stone pillars. The pillars appear to have been
associated with Holyrood Estate, but the history and nature of that connection is unclear. The relocation of the pillars to their
present site has further weakened any historical links between the pillars and other remnants of the estate such as the
former rectory.
Actions:
No further action is recommended for the following reasons:
•
•

11.

No known vulnerabilities; and
Current ‘listed’ status on Heritage Registry provides sufficient protection of any potential cultural heritage resources.

Sources
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