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PART C
CULTURAL HERITAGE POLICIES
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These policies shall be read in conjunction with all other policies of this Plan.
POLICY GOAL
To identify and conserve Oakville’s cultural heritage resources so that they may be
experienced and appreciated by existing and future generations and enhance the
Town’s sense of history, community, identify, economic health and quality of life.
OBJECTIVES
a) To establish and maintain a comprehensive register and inventory of Oakville’s
heritage resources, which may include individual buildings, structures, cultural
heritage landscapes, cemeteries, archaeological sites and traditions reflecting
the heritage of the community.
b) To encourage the conservation and continued use of Oakville’s cultural heritage
in accordance with recognized heritage protocols and standards through
adoption and implementation of policies, programs and development of
partnerships among stakeholders.
c) To safeguard and protect cultural heritage resources through use of all available
tools such as the Ontario Heritage Act to pro-actively designate heritage
resources and ensure that all new development and site alterations conserves
cultural heritage resources and areas of cultural heritage significance.
d) To encourage the development of a Town-wide culture of conservation, by
promoting cultural heritage initiatives as part of a comprehensive economic,
environmental, and social strategy where cultural heritage resources contribute
to achieving a sustainable, healthy and prosperous community.
e) To promote the understanding and enjoyment of cultural heritage resources in
Oakville by both residents and visitors through educational activities, heritage
tourism and guidance on appropriate conservation practices.
f) To recognize that appreciation for what is heritage changes over time to allow for
inclusion of other themes, traditions and style within the concept of what is
heritage.
g) To Promote public awareness and enjoyment of the Town of Oakville’s cultural
heritage.
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POLICIES
8.1

Conservation of Cultural Heritage Resources and Development
a) Conservation of cultural heritage resources forms an integral part of the
Town’s planning and decision making. The Town shall use the power and
tools provided by legislation, policies and programs, particularly the Ontario
Heritage Act, the Planning Act, the Environmental Assessment Act and the
Municipal Act in implementing and enforcing the heritage policies of the
Town.

8.2 Heritage Oakville
a) Council has established a municipal heritage advisory committee in accordance
with the Ontario Heritage Act to advise it on matters relating to Part IV and Part V of
the Ontario Heritage Act and other heritage matters as specified by by-law such as:
i.

Council shall consult with Heritage Oakville prior to designating individual
heritage properties or specific areas under the Ontario Heritage Act or adding
a property to the Oakville Register of Properties of Cultural Heritage Value or
Interest.

ii.

Heritage Oakville shall comment on applications for development approval
building permit for demolition permit affecting any building listed on the
Register of Properties of Cultural Heritage Value or Interest.

iii.

Heritage Oakville shall assist Council on matters relating to the conservation
of cultural heritage resources, cultural heritage landscapes, heritage
conservation districts and other heritage related matters.

8.3 Cultural Heritage Resources
a) For the purpose of this Plan, Cultural Heritage Resources shall include but are
not limited to tangible and intangible elements which are of historical,
associative, design, physical or contextual value to the community, province or
nation such as:

4

i.

Built heritage resources such as buildings, structures, groups of buildings,
monuments, fences and bridges;

ii.

Cultural heritage landscapes such as streetscapes, neighbourhoods,
farmsteads, villages, cemeteries, parks, gardens, estates, watercourses and
scenic vistas and corridors;

iii.

Archaeological sites including found artefacts; and

iv.

Traditions reflecting the social and cultural heritage of a community.
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8.4 Register of Cultural Heritage Resources
a) The Town of Oakville shall maintain, pursuant to the Ontario Heritage Act, a
comprehensive Register of Cultural Heritage Resources of all known property of
Cultural Heritage Value or Interest that is considered significant to the Town of
Oakville, Province or Nation and that has been publicly identified by one or more
of the following means.
i.
ii.
iii.
iv.
v.

Designation under any section of the Ontario Heritage Act
Protected by an easement entered into under the Ontario Heritage Act
Designated by the National Historic Sites and Monuments Board
Identified by the Province of Ontario
Endorsed by the Council of the Town of Oakville as having cultural
heritage value

b) The Register shall be a living document which may be added to over time
accommodating new discoveries and interpretations with respect to features of
potential cultural heritage value or interest in the town.
c) Council shall encourage the preservation and continued use of heritage
resources identified on the Register and their integration into new development
proposals through the approval process and other appropriate mechanisms (i.e.
Letter of Credit, Heritage Easement Agreement).
d) In considering requests for removal of a property from the Register, Council may
recommend either removal of the resource from the Register or if the resource is
determined to have heritage significance in accordance with municipal and
provincial standards, designation under the Ontario Heritage Act.
e) The Town will protect and conserve Cultural Heritage Resources listed on the
register in accordance with recognized heritage protocols and standards
including, but not limited to:
i.
ii.
iii.
iv.
v.

5

UNESCO and International Council on Monmuents and Sites (ICOMOS)
Conventions and Charters;
The Standards and Guidelines for the conservation of historic places in
Canada;
The Ontario Heritage Act.
The Ontario Ministry of Culture’s eight guiding principles in the
conservation of built heritage properties.
The Ontario Heritage Tool Kit.
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8.5 Individual Designation
a) Council shall designate by by-law all significant cultural heritage resources listed
on the Register of Cultural Heritage Resources pursuant to Section 29, Part IV of
the Ontario Heritage Act to:
i.
ii.

Recognize significant cultural heritage resources.
Protect heritage resources from demolition and alteration where that
alteration is likely to affect the cultural heritage value of the resource.
Encourage retention of cultural heritage resources in active or anticipated
proposals to develop a property.

iii.

b) Any person proposing to erect, demolish or make alterations to any cultural
heritage resource designated pursuant to the Ontario Heritage Act, as amended
will be required to submit a heritage permit application and receive approval
from the Town.
8.6 Heritage Conservation District Study Areas
a) Council may define by by-law one or more areas as an area of potential
cultural heritage value or interest to be examined for future designation as a
Heritage Conservation District.
8.7 Heritage Conservation District
a) Council may, after undertaking a heritage conservation district study,
recommend an area or grouping of properties to be designated under Part V
of the Ontario Heritage Act. where it has been determined that the district
possesses one or more of the following attributes:
i.

A group of buildings, features and spaces that reflect an aspect of local
history, through association with a person, group or activity;

ii.

Buildings and structures that are of architectural or vernacular value or
interest; and,

iii.

Important physical and aesthetic characteristics that provide an
important context for cultural heritage resources or associations within
the district, including features such as buildings, structures,
landscapes, topography, natural heritage and archaeological sites.

b) A Heritage Conservation District Plan must be prepared for each designated
district. Such district plans are to be updated from time to time.
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c) Any person proposing to erect, demolish or make alterations to any property
located within a heritage conservation district will be required to submit a
heritage permit application and receive approval from the Town.
d) Council may establish guidelines (e.g. paint colours, fences) to provide
guidance in interpretation of the existing heritage conservation district plans.
8.8 Properties of Potential Heritage Interest
a) The Town shall maintain an listing of properties of potential heritage interest.
This listing recognizes properties of potential heritage interest that are not yet
formally identified or included in the Register of Property of Cultural Heritage
Value or Interest nor designated under the Ontario Heritage Act, but still may
be of potential cultural heritage interest to the Town.
8.9 Evaluation of Heritage Resources
a) For consistency in all heritage conservation activity the Town shall use, and
require the use by others, of the following criteria for use in determining
cultural heritage value or interest to assess and identify cultural heritage
resources:
i.

Heritage Designation
Any property that fulfills one or more of the criteria as defined in Ontario
Regulation 9/06 shall be considered to possess cultural heritage value
and may be designated under the Ontario Heritage Act.
The Town may also be guided but not bound by the document “Evaluating
Heritage Resources in the Town of Oakville” as a guideline for use in
determining the relative significance of heritage resources in the Town of
Oakville
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ii.

Heritage Register
Any property that has the potential to fulfill one or more of the foregoing
criteria as defined in Ontario Regulation 9/06 shall be considered to
possess potential cultural heritage value and may be listed on the
Oakville Register of Properties of Cultural Heritage Value or Interest.

iii.

Potential Heritage Interest
Any property that has the potential to assist in the interpretation of the
history of the Town may be considered to possess historical interest and
may be listed on inventory of properties of heritage interest to the Town of
Oakville. Such list would have no legal status, and serves to assist in
interpreting the heritage of the Town.

Policy Discussion Paper: Cultural Heritage Resources

8.10 Cultural Heritage Landscapes
a) The Town shall conserve its cultural heritage landscapes.
b) The Town shall undertake a cultural heritage landscape study of a specific
area or the entire municipality to define cultural heritage landscapes which
may result in an amendment to this plan.
c) The Town shall maintain a comprehensive register of all known cultural
heritage landscapes that are considered to be significant. Examples include,
but are not limited to heritage conservation districts designated under the
Ontario Heritage Act; and villages, parks, gardens, viewplanes, vistas,
mainstreets, scenic roads, and neighbourhoods, cemeteries, culturally
significant trees, trailways and industrial complexes of cultural heritage value.,
Cultural heritage landscapes be considered for designation under the Ontario
Heritage Act and shall be protected in the carrying out of any undertaking
subject to the Environmental Assessment Act or the Planning Act.
d) Significant cultural heritage landscapes will be designated pursuant to the
Ontario Heritage Act.
i.

Areas with Cultural Heritage Character shall be established through
special cultural heritage landscape study and implementing official plan
amendment and zoning by-law. Land use and development design
guidelines shall be prepared for each zoned area to ensure that the
heritage conservation objectives are met.
A Cultural Heritage
Landscape impact assessment may be required for any development,
redevelopment and alteration works proposed within the area.

e) Cultural Heritage Landscape Studies may be included in Secondary Plan
studies and policies, neighbourhood plans and/or other planning initiatives.
8.11 Lost Historical Sites
a) Lost historical sites (former houses, factories, schools, settlements, etc.)
should be commemorated proactively or where a new private development or
public work is proposed for the lands associated with an historical site or in
the immediate vicinity including sites where:
i.
ii.
iii.
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A major event occurred
Landscape features such as rivers, streams and shoreline have
disappeared or been modified extensively;
Important institutions, residences, industries., landmark buildings or
settlements once existed.
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Examples of commemoration for lost historical sites shall include signs,
plaques, site names, architecture, artwork and detailing.
b) Lost historical sites shall be catalogued to provide an architectural inventory
of Oakville for use in determining local architectural traditions.
8.12 Pioneer Cemeteries
a) The Town shall maintain an inventory of heritage cemeteries located within the
Town.
b) Council shall encourage the retention of pioneer cemeteries in their original
location and discourage the closure and relocation of small cemeteries
c) Council shall encourage the designation of heritage cemeteries under the Ontario
Heritage Act.
d) Council shall encourage the maintenance of cemeteries in accordance with the
Cemeteries Strategic Plan (2008).
8.13 Heritage Trees
a) The Town shall develop a set of criteria for determining trees of cultural heritage
value or interest (e.g. association with historical site, event, cultural heritage
landscape feature, etc.)
8.14 Archaeological Resources
a) The Town shall require the protection, conservation or mitigation of sites of
archaeological value and areas of archaeological potential within the municipality
as provided for under the Planning Act, the Environmental Assessment Act, the
Ontario Heritage Act, the Municipal Act, the Cemeteries Act, or any other
applicable legislation.
b) Disturbance of known archaeological sites is discouraged by this Plan. This Plan
encourages mapping of inventories of all cultural heritage resources potential
and sites, including built heritage and cultural heritage landscapes, within the
Town, where feasible, in order to better determine where an archaeological
resource assessment will need to be conducted by a licensed archaeologist.
c) Where a development may cause an impact to archaeological resources or areas
of archaeological potential, an assessment by a qualified professional will be
required in accordance with provincial standards and guidelines. Such an
assessment shall be at the expense of the applicant. Archaeological resources
that are located on a proposed development site will be conserved either through
removal and documentation or on-site preservation. Only developments that
maintain the heritage integrity of the site will be permitted where archaeological
resources are preserved on-site.
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d) All archaeological resources found within the Town shall be reported to the
province.
8.15

Heritage Conservation Easements and Acquisitions

a) The Town may pass by-laws for entering into easements or covenants with
owners of property of cultural heritage value or interest for the purposes of
conservation.
b) The Town may participate in the management of cultural heritage resources
through acquisition, disposition, purchase, lease, donation or other forms of
involvement that will result in the sensitive conservation, restoration, and/or
rehabilitation of those resources.
8.16 Retention of Heritage Resources on-site and Relocation
a) All options for on-site retention of properties of cultural heritage significance shall
be exhausted before resorting to relocation. Relocation of built heritage
resources shall only be considered through a Cultural Heritage Impact
Assessment that addressed retention and relocation.
8.17 Mitigation Measures
a) Where a significant built heritage resource is lost or demolished the Town shall
ensure that the proponent undertakes one or more of the following mitigation
measures, in addition to a thorough inventory and documentation of the features
that will be lost:
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i.

Making the building available for to the Town at no-cost to the Town. The
Town may also require other reasonable works and contributions to the
project at its new location (e.g. providing a new foundation, heating, stable
building envelope) as appropriate;

ii.

advertising the availability of the building or remnants of the building for
relocation;

iii.

providing a full documentation of the heritage resource for posterity. The
Town may impose conditions that such documentation shall be prepared
by a qualified heritage professional with expertise in the documentation of
heritage resources. Documentation shall include research, line drawings,
photography, mapping; and,

iv.

Marking the traces of former locations through provision of an interpretive
plaque at no cost to the town;
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8.18 Community Improvement Plans and Other Policies
a) In developing Secondary Plans, or other policies, the Town shall ensure that
cultural heritage resources are identified, evaluated and conserved. This
identification and protection of cultural heritage resources may be
accomplished through the preparation and inclusion of a Cultural Heritage
Planning Statement within the Secondary Plan policies.
b) In developing Community Improvement Plans the Town shall ensure,
wherever possible, that cultural heritage resources are conserved through
appropriate adaptive reuse and alterations. Demolition of heritage structures
shall be discouraged.
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PART D
AREA SPECIFIC POLICIES
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PART D
8.1 Infill and Development in Established Historical Neighbourhoods
a) Intensification through conversion of existing built heritage resources in
established historical neighbourhoods that have the potential to be identified as a
cultural heritage landscape or heritage conservation district shall only be
supported where original building fabric, architectural features and historically
significant residential neighbourhood character is retained and where any new
additions, including garages or car ports, are no higher than the existing building
and along with parking are placed to the rear of the lot or set back substantially
from the principal façade. Alterations to principal façades and the paving and
placement of parking in front yards is not supported.
b) Intensification of established historical neighbourhoods through infill construction
shall not adversely impact heritage resources and environments. A cultural
heritage impact assessment shall accompany any infill proposal where potential
impact on cultural heritage resources is proposed.
c) New infill construction within established historical neighbourhoods shall fit the
immediate physical locale and the prevailing streetscape by being: of the same
height and similar width as adjacent significant heritage buildings; of similar
setback; of like materials and colours; of similar roof type and pitch; and using
similarly proportioned windows and doors as adjacent buildings.
d) Required on-site parking for all residential intensification within established
historical neighbourhoods shall be provided behind the main, existing building
façade where possible. Garages or car ports should generally be no higher that
the existing building and be setback substantially from the principal façade.
Garages and car ports shall not be permitted to form part of the front building
façade and any driveways or paved accesses to these structures shall be limited
in width in order to conserve the character of front yards and associated
streetscapes.
* These policies will be covered through the updated residential policies of the
Livable Oakville Plan.
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PART F
IMPLEMENTATION POLICIES
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PART F IMPLEMENTATION
The Heritage component of the Official Plan requires an Implementation section which
can provide direction for the application of the policies. Consideration should also be
given to include new policies and potential new implementation tools to further promote
a high standard and innovation in Heritage Conservation:
8.1

Conservation of Cultural Heritage Resources and Development
a) The Town shall conserve cultural heritage resources through the following
means:
i.

The power to designate real property and enter into heritage conservation
easement agreements under Part IV, V or VI of the Ontario Heritage Act;

ii.

Requiring as a condition of any approval, the retention of any cultural
heritage resources found within a plan of subdivision, a plan of
condominium, or a retained parcel created by consent, or other land
division approval;

iii.

Using zoning by-law provisions to protect protected heritage properties,
built heritage resources and cultural heritage landscapes;

iv.

Using the bonus provisions of Section 37 of the Planning Act in order to
maintain the integrity of identified cultural heritage resources;

v.

Using site plan control provisions to ensure that new development on
adjacent properties or properties in the immediate vicinity of protected
heritage property is compatible with the adjacent identified cultural
heritage resources;

vi.

Using design guidelines to provide for sympathetic development of
adjacent sites or sites in the immediate vicinity of protected heritage
property that are not designated, but which could impact the site of the
cultural heritage resource;

vii.

The power to require impact assessments and conservation plans for any
development or redevelopment of a property containing, adjacent to, or in
the immediate vicinity of a property that is designated under the Ontario
Heritage Act. and

* To be either in the Livable Oakville Plan, Heritage Master Plan or Heritage Operational
Manual
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8.2

Archaeological Resources
a) Every endeavor shall be made to leave archaeological sites undisturbed.
b) If development or alteration work is proposed on an archaeological site or a site
recognized as having archaeological potential, an archaeological assessment
prepared by a licensed and qualified archaeologist, shall be required as part of a
secondary plan. The assessment shall be provided by the development
proponent.
c) All archaeological assessment reports shall be approved by the province and a
copy of the assessment report shall also be provided to the Town for comment to
ensure that the scope is adequate and consistent with the conservation
objectives of the municipality. Access to these archaeological assessment
reports submitted to the Town shall be restricted in order to protect site locations
in accordance with the Ontario Heritage Act.
d) Archaeological resources identified in the archaeological assessment shall be
documented, protected, salvaged, conserved and integrated into new
development as appropriate.
e) If warranted, the Town shall make regulation for the removal of archaeological
resources from an archaeological site in accordance with the Ontario Heritage
Act and the requirements of the Province and Municipality.
f) Proper archaeological methods and techniques shall be used in the survey and
excavation of archaeological sites and in the treatment, disposition, maintenance
and storage of archaeological resources.
g) A contingency plan should be prepared in anticipation of discovery of an
emergency situation to protect archaeological resources in the event of an
accidental discovery or if a site is under imminent threat.
h) Where marked or unmarked cemeteries or burial places are encountered during
an archaeological assessment and/or excavation activity, the provisions of the
Cemeteries Act and associated regulations shall apply.
i) All artifacts found on Town property are to be reported and submitted to the
Town. The Town is responsible for ensuring that the Province is informed of any
additions made to the Town’s archaeological collection.

* To be either in the Livable Oakville Plan, Heritage Master Plan or Heritage Operational
Manual

16

Policy Discussion Paper: Cultural Heritage Resources

8.3 Heritage Permit Applications
a) Any person proposing to erect, demolish or make alterations to any individual
building designated by municipal by-law pursuant to the Ontario Heritage Act will
require a Heritage Permit in addition to the normal municipal permit
requirements. Within a designated District it is the intent of Council to conserve
and enhance the unique heritage character of the area. Council will encourage
property owners to maintain and repair heritage buildings and seek appropriate
grants and loans for eligible conservation work.
b) In reviewing proposals for the construction, demolition or removal of buildings
and structures or the alteration of existing buildings , The Town will be guided by
the applicable Heritage Conservation District Plan and the following general
principles:
i. Heritage buildings shall be protected from the adverse effects of
development;
ii. Heritage building fabric and architectural features on heritage buildings
should be retained and repaired;
iii. New additions and features should generally be no higher than the
existing heritage building and wherever possible be placed to the rear of
the building or set back substantially from the principle façade and of a
style, colour and material that is sympathetic, compatible and in keeping
with the character of existing property.
iv. New construction and/or infilling should complement the immediate
physical context and streetscape by: being generally of the same height,
width and orientation of adjacent buildings; being of similar setback; of like
materials and colours; and using similarly proportioned windows, doors
and roof shape;
v. The Town will encourage signs and storefronts which are compatible with
the historic form of the heritage building and/or district and which conform
to the Town’s signage guidelines for heritage buildings and areas.
c) Council may delegate to Town staff the power to grant heritage permits for
certain classes of alterations to be made to properties in a designated heritage
conservation district or for individually designated heritage properties.
d) In the approval of heritage permit applications under the Ontario Heritage Act,
the Town may take appropriate securities to ensure conformity with approved
plans.
e) The Town shall inspect properties upon which heritage permits have been
approved to ensure compliance with Council’s approval
17
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f) The town shall enforce the requirements of the Ontario Heritage Act to ensure
the conservation and maintenance of heritage resources and completion of
heritage permit applications in accordance with municipal approvals.
* To be either in the Livable Oakville Plan, Heritage Master Plan or Heritage Operational
Manual
8.4

Cultural Heritage Landscape Study
a) A Cultural Heritage Landscape Study shall include the following:
ii.

A description of the historical development of the area;

iii.

A description of the cultural heritage resources and their significance;

iv.

Conservation priorities for identified cultural heritage resources

v.

Redevelopment potential;

vi.

Consideration
connectivity;

vii.

The provision of interpretive devices, such as plaques and displays;
and,

of

open

space,

public

access

and

community

b) The creation of guidelines for the conservation and enhancement of cultural
heritage resources; and contextual enhancements, such as streetscaping and
alterations and/or additions to adjacent properties.
* To be either in the Livable Oakville Plan, Heritage Master Plan or Heritage Operational
Manual
8.5

Cultural Heritage Impact Assessments
a) A Cultural Heritage Impact Assessment prepared by a qualified heritage
conservation professional with demonstrated expertise in cultural heritage
assessment, shall be required by the Town and submitted with any application
pursuant to the Planning Act for any development proposal, including secondary
plan, which has the potential to impact a the following cultural heritage resources
and potential cultural heritage resources through displacement and/or disruption:
i.
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Properties designated under any part of the Ontario Heritage Act, adjacent
to or in the vicinity of properties designated under any part of the Ontario
Heritage Act;
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ii.

Properties that are included in the Town’s Register of Property of Cultural
Heritage Value or Interest or adjacent to properties included in the Town’s
Register of Property of Cultural Heritage Value or Interest;

iii.

Properties that are identified as being of historical interest to the town.

iv.

A registered or known archaeological site or areas of archaeological
potential;

v.

Any area for which a Cultural Heritage Planning Statement has been
prepared; and/or,

vi.

Properties that comprise or are contained within cultural heritage
landscapes that are included in the Register of Property of Cultural
Heritage Value or Interest.

vii.

Properties that have the potential to have cultural heritage resources or
archaeological potential (e.g. located in an historic neighbourhood)

b) Where the Town requires a proponent to prepare a Cultural Heritage Impact
Assessment it shall be undertaken objectively by a qualified professional with
demonstrated expertise in cultural heritage assessment, mitigation and
management, according to the requirements of the Town’s Cultural Heritage
Impact Assessment Guidelines, and shall contain the following:
i.

Identification and evaluation of all potentially affected cultural heritage
resource(s), including detailed site(s) history and a cultural heritage resource
inventory containing textual and graphic documentation;

ii.

A description of the proposed development and/or site alteration and
alternative forms of the development and/or site alteration;

iii.

A description of all cultural heritage resource(s) to be affected by the
development and its alternative forms;

iv.

A description of the effects upon the cultural heritage resource(s) by the
proposed development and/or site alteration and its alternative forms; and,
A description of the measures necessary to mitigate the adverse effects of the
development and/or site alteration and its alternatives upon the cultural
heritage resource(s).

v.

vi.

A description of a conservation plan to achieve the long-term conservation of
the heritage resource.

c) To ensure objectivity, the Town may require the Heritage Impact Assessment
and Conservation Plan to be peer reviewed at the expense of the applicant..
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d) Buildings or other features of cultural heritage value or interest shall be
conserved and integrated into new development proposals through the
development approval process and other appropriate mechanisms.
* To be either in the Livable Oakville Plan, Heritage Master Plan or Heritage Operational
Manual
8.6 Retention of Heritage Resources on-site and Relocation
a) The following are to be considered in order of priority when options for
conservation and/or integration of a cultural heritage resource in a new
development are considered:
ii. Retention of the building in its original location and its original use; or
iii. Retention of the building in its original location, but adaptively reused.
b) Where it has been demonstrated that retention of the built heritage resource in its
original location is neither appropriate nor viable after all options for on-site
retention have been exhausted the following options, in order of priority, shall be
considered:
vi.
vii.

Relocation of the building within the area of development; or
Relocation of the building to a sympathetic site provided by the proponent
at its sole expense.

c) Prior to considering relocation a relocation feasibility report shall be prepared by
a qualified heritage conservation professional with demonstrated expertise in
cultural heritage assessment in conjunction with a qualified heritage building
relocation contractor.
d) Heritage Buildings in Oakville shall only be relocated by qualified heritage
building contractors with demonstrated, long-term success in the relocation of
heritage buildings.
* To be either in the Livable Oakville Plan, Heritage Master Plan or Heritage Operational
Manual
8.7 Public Works
a) Prior to any municipal or provincial public works or other development or site
alteration activities that are subject to the Environmental Assessment Act or other
applicable legislation, the proponent shall identify and evaluate all cultural
heritage resources, and where necessary ensure that suitable conservation
and/or mitigation measures, as assessed by a qualified heritage professional, are
undertaken.
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b)

Every effort shall be made to ensure that the character of existing roads
and streetscapes are maintained and enhanced and that proposed
changes are complimentary to the identified cultural heritage resource or
character of the heritage conservation district or cultural heritage landscape
and mainain heritage resources in situ.

c)

Required road rights-of-way indicated elsewhere in the Official Plan may be
required in designated Heritage Conservation Districts or Cultural Heritage
Landscapes, but every effort shall be made to ensure, that existing
pavement widths, especially where they are major contributors to the
character of the streetscape will be retained.

d)

The Town shall also enhance the environs of cultural heritage resources as
part of capital works and maintenance projects through such means as tree
planting, landscaping, street improvements, buried utilities, and the
provision of street furniture, lighting, signage and other streetscape
components, that are consistent or compatible with the character of the
heritage resources.

* To be either in the Livable Oakville Plan, Heritage Master Plan or Heritage Operational
Manual
8.8 Incentives
Grants, Loans and Tax Incentives
a) The Town may establish and maintain heritage grant and loan programs or Tax
incentives for owners and/or long-term lessees of designated heritage properties
or properties with registered heritage conservation easements. Each program
may include guidelines to determine eligibility for funding and to advise on
appropriate conservation techniques.
b) The Town may assist in efforts to obtain funding for the conservation and
restoration of buildings, for archaeological surveys and for the implementation of
Heritage Conservation District programs with the assistance of the province and
other appropriate authorities.
8.9 Town owned Heritage Resources
a) The Town of Oakville owns a significant number of heritage resources and open
spaces in heritage areas including the Erchless Estate, Palermo Schoolhouse,
Sovereign House and the Metro Marine Building. The Town shall lead by
example by being a good steward of municipally owned heritage resources.
b) The Town shall designate all Town owned heritage resources of merit under the
Ontario Heritage Act and shall prepare strategies for their care, management
and stewardship.
c) The Town shall protect and maintain all Town owned heritage resources to a
good standard and set a model for a high standard of heritage conservation.
21
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d) Town owned heritage resources shall be integrated into the community and put
to adaptive reuse where feasible and appropriate.
e) In the event that the ownership status is changed, the Town shall enter into an
easement agreement with the new owner or lessee to ensure the continuous
care of and public access to these resources are maintained.
f) When potential reuse or a change of function of a Town owned heritage resource
is being contemplated, the potential adverse impacts to the heritage attribute and
significance shall be carefully considered and mitigated.
g) The reuse of buildings of architectural importance will be considered when
selecting buildings to accommodate public functions.
* To be either in the Livable Oakville Plan, Heritage Master Plan or Heritage Operational
Manual
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8.8 Definitions
Adjacent lands: means
a. for the purposes of policy 2.1, those lands contiguous to a specific natural
heritage feature or area where it is likely that development or site
alteration would have a negative impact on the feature or area. The extent
of the adjacent lands may be recommended by the Province or based on
municipal approaches which achieve the same objectives; and
b. for the purposes of policy 2.6.3, those lands contiguous to a protected
heritage property or as otherwise defined in the municipal official plan.
Archaeological resources:
includes artifacts, archaeological sites and marine archaeological sites. The
identification and evaluation of such resources are based upon archaeological
fieldwork undertaken in accordance with the Ontario Heritage Act.
Areas of archaeological potential:
means areas with the likelihood to contain archaeological resources. Criteria for
determining archaeological potential are established by the Province, but
municipal approaches which achieve the same objectives may also be used.
Archaeological potential is confirmed through archaeological fieldwork
undertaken in accordance with the Ontario Heritage Act.
Built heritage resources:
means one or more significant buildings, structures, monuments, installations or
remains associated with architectural, cultural, social, political, economic or
military history and identified as being important to a community. These
resources may be identified through designation or heritage conservation
easement under the Ontario Heritage Act, or listed by local, provincial or federal
jurisdictions.
Conserved:
means the identification, protection, use and/or management of cultural heritage
and archaeological resources in such a way that their heritage values, attributes
and integrity are retained. This may be addressed through a conservation plan or
heritage impact assessment.
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Cultural heritage landscape:
means a defined geographical area of heritage significance which has been
modified by human activities and is valued by a community. It involves a
grouping(s) of individual heritage features such as structures, spaces,
archaeological sites and natural elements, which together form a significant type
of heritage form, distinctive from that of its constituent elements or parts.
Examples may include, but are not limited to, heritage conservation districts
designated under the Ontario Heritage Act; and villages, parks, gardens,
battlefields, mainstreets and neighbourhoods, cemeteries, trailways and
industrial complexes of cultural heritage value.
Development:
means the creation of a new lot, a change in land use, or the construction of
buildings and structures, requiring approval under the Planning Act, but does not
include:
a. activities that create or maintain infrastructure authorized under an
environmental assessment process;
b. works subject to the Drainage Act; or
c. for the purposes of policy 2.1.3(b), underground or surface mining of
minerals or advanced exploration on mining lands in significant areas of
mineral potential in Ecoregion 5E, where advanced exploration has the
same meaning as under the Mining Act. Instead, those matters shall be
subject to policy 2.1.4(a).
Heritage attributes:
means the principal features, characteristics, context and appearance that
contribute to the cultural heritage significance of a protected heritage property.
Protected heritage property:
means real property designated under Parts IV, V or VI of the Ontario Heritage
Act; heritage conservation easement property under Parts II or IV of the Ontario
Heritage Act; and property that is the subject of a covenant or agreement
between the owner of a property and a conservation body or level of government,
registered on title and executed with the primary purpose of preserving,
conserving and maintaining a cultural heritage feature or resource, or preventing
its destruction, demolition or loss.
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Significant: means
a. in regard to cultural heritage and archaeology, resources that are valued
for the important contribution they make to our understanding of the
history of a place, an event, or a people.
Criteria for determining significance for the resources identified in sections (c)-(g)
are recommended by the Province, but municipal approaches that achieve or
exceed the same objective may also be used.
While some significant resources may already be identified and inventoried by
official sources, the significance of others can only be determined after
evaluation.
Site alteration:
means activities, such as grading, excavation and the placement of fill that would
change the landform and natural vegetative characteristics of a site.
For the purposes of policy 2.1.3(b), site alteration does not include underground
or surface mining of minerals or advanced exploration on mining lands in
significant areas of mineral potential in Ecoregion 5E, where advanced
exploration has the same meaning as in the Mining Act. Instead, those matters
shall be subject to policy 2.1.4(a).
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