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Welcome to the refreshed and updated
Environmental Sustainability Strategy
— a plan that builds on a legacy of
accomplishment.
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Executive summary

Welcome to the Town of Oakville’s Environmental Sustainability Strategy (ESS).
It is updated and refreshed from our first plan in 2005 and our 2011 version.

Why develop an ESS?

New content

To take a proactive, leadership role on environmental
and sustainability issues in Oakville
•• To provide opportunities for the town, residents,
businesses, and community groups to contribute to
enhancing the environmental sustainability of Oakville
•• To integrate ongoing and planned environmental
sustainability work across the municipality

••

••

Acknowledgments
The Town of Oakville acknowledges the following organizations for their valuable contribution during the 2017–2018
update of the Environmental Sustainability Strategy:

Transformational priorities
•• Transition to a Smart City
•• Reduce Oakville’s ecological footprint
•• Create resiliency to climate change
•• Stronger linkages to State of the Environment Report
•• Future-focused actions
•• Integration of community feedback on environmental
sustainability priorities

Refreshed content
Vision

Guiding
Principles

Goals

Action
Plans

This report was prepared by Amanda Kennedy Consulting Inc.
ASM Analytics is acknowledged for leading the State of the Environment data and reporting.

We look forward to continuing our work together.

Planning Horizon: 2018–2022 and beyond

Thank you to over 325 residents who completed the town’s online request for information about your environmental
sustainability priorities. Your responses have been integrated into the Environmental Sustainability Strategy.
Thank you to the many Oakville staff that provided review and commentary. Your feedback has strengthened the plan.
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Background

Current state

Council approved the first Environmental Strategic Plan (ESP) in
December 2005 to help take a proactive and leadership role on
environmental issues in Oakville. The plan provides opportunities
for residents, environmental groups, commercial interests,
businesses, industry, community associations, educators and
other community stakeholders to identify what they can do
to protect and improve their environment, alongside the Town
of Oakville.

The 2018 version includes a new, broader focus on sustainability —
the economic, social, cultural, and environmental pillars of life
in the Town of Oakville. In addition, the plan is focused on ways
to become more efficient and integrate service delivery within
the town. To recognize this wider perspective, the plan has
been renamed the “Environmental Sustainability Strategy”
(ESS).

Progress on the implementation of the plan is reported annually
to Council: http://www.oakville.ca/townhall/environmentalstrategic-plan.html
In December 2011, an update to the ESP was approved
by Council. This update evaluated the success of the
accomplishments to date and set out new actions for the
next five years. The update drew upon a series of community
focus sessions, the results of the 2009 Community Attitudes
Survey, and actions set out in the town’s other master plans.
The ESP update also incorporated actions related to the
Climate Change Adaptation Strategy, and the Community
Energy Plan that was developed as part of the Partners for
Climate Protection program.

Background | Current state | Why develop and update an ESP? |
State of the environment reporting | Accomplishments | Policy
context | Transformational priorities | Creating resilience to a
changing climate | Reducing Oakville’s ecological footprint |
Transitioning toward smart cities
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Why develop and update the plan?
The Town of Oakville updates the ESP every five years. The 2011
ESP was updated to build on past accomplishments,
demonstrate environmental sustainability leadership, and create
a plan for 2018-2022 and beyond. The ESS provides an overarching environmental sustainability vision, while also bringing
together environmentally-related deliverables set out in the
town’s other master plans and strategies, and sets out new
actions where there are gaps in implementation. The ESS is
a forward-thinking document, built on a solid foundation of
existing work, and supports Council’s Strategic Plan.

1. Context
Environmental sustainability strategy (2018–2022)
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In summary, this Environmental
Sustainability Plan:
••
••
••
••
••
••
••

Demonstrates the town’s commitment to environmental
sustainability
States tangible goals for improvement
Highlights accomplishments and leadership
Brings environmental sustainability initiatives from across
the municipal corporation under one umbrella
Creates accountability by allowing residents and staff to see,
at a glance, the big picture
Provides residents and businesses opportunities to get
involved in implementation; and
Provides a basis to track environmental sustainability progress
over time

The 2018 process to update the ESS is included as
Appendix A.

The 2018 process to update the state of the environment
indicators is included as Appendix B.
Indicators are tracked to make informed decisions given
competing priorities and resource constraints. Reporting
environmental sustainability indicators is critical as it brings
attention to themes that are often overlooked in public
sector decision making due to unavailability of collated data.
A cornerstone of Agenda 21 (1992: chapter 40.4), the United
Nation’s plan to move sustainability from idea to action and
the impetus of the sustainability indicator movement, was
an argument that environmental issues will not be addressed
unless we measure them. If we don’t measure, we don’t know,
and what we don’t know, we don’t prioritize.
The updated suite of indicators will continue to be reported
annually. They will be profiled in a separate, companion
two-page State of the Environment Report, and will, for the
first time, be available in an on-line format.

State of the Environment Reporting
Alongside the newly updated ESS, there is also an updated
set of environmental sustainability indicators. These indicators
will provide a snapshot of progress that better reflects
environmental sustainability health. They can be thought of
as an annual health check-up. At a health check-up, a doctor
checks key indicators of health, for example, your pulse,
breathing, throat, ears and weight. State of the environment
reporting tracks key indicators of environmental sustainability.
The high level indicators will provide a sense of whether
things are going well, and if not, identify what areas require
more attention.

Accomplishments
Town staff and community partners have worked hard to
ensure that the implementation of the 2011 ESP has been
successful. Each year, positive strides are made in addressing
the town’s environmental sustainability objectives. Town staff
report annually on accomplishments made through the addition
of new programs and policies and also the continuing progress
from ongoing actions. Maintaining and building on each year’s
progress is important and essential for becoming Canada’s most
livable town.

2003–2005
••
••
••

ESP development
ESP approval
Dedicated Environmental
Policy Department created

Many of the actions established in the original 2005 ESP are
ongoing and have been carried forward. As of 2017 year end,
117 of the 121 actions in the ESP, or 97 per cent, were either
underway or complete. This number reflects that over half of the
actions are considered ’ongoing’ from year to year. In addition,
of the 88 actions completed in 2017, 44 per cent (39 actions)
involved a community partner.
A great deal has been achieved by the town and its community
partners since the inception of the ESP in 2005 and in the
continued implementation of the actions in the 2011 update;
a summary table follows.

2005–2011
99% of the actions outlined in the ESP were
either completed or underway
•• Development of a State of the Environment
Reporting program
•• New programs, including:
•• Towards Zero Waste
•• Sustainable Building
•• Sustainable Green Fleet and Sustainable
Purchasing procedures
•• Stormwater
•• Private Tree By-law
•• Urban Forest Strategic Management Plan
•• Active Transportation Master Plan
•• Oakville Wildlife Strategy
•• Corporate Energy and GHG Management Plan
•• ESP updated in 2011 with new actions, including:
climate change, local food, wildlife, advocacy to
other levels of government, green buildings, and
a focus on leading in innovative practices
••

2011–2018
97% of the actions are underway
or completed
•• New plans and programs, including:
•• Climate Change Strategy
•• Energy Conservation Demand
Management Plan
•• Biodiversity Strategy
•• Achieving milestone four and five
of the Partners for Climate Protection
(PCP) program
•• Hosting events such as Keep Calm
& Adapt
•• Corporate Energy Team formed
•• Achieving Milestone 5 of Building
Adaptive & Resilient Communities
(BARC)
•• Private Tree By-law update
•• Updated Forest Strategic
Management Plan
•• ESP and SOER update complete
••

Figure 1: The ESP has been developed, updated, and renewed over the last fifteen years
8
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Policy context

Transformational priorities

Creating resilience to a changing climate

Reducing Oakville’s ecological footprint

The Environmental Sustainability Plan was developed within
the context of national and provincial policy and legislation.
For example, the Town of Oakville recognizes the shaping impact
of the Ontario government’s Planning Act, Places to Grow and
Provincial Policy Statement on municipal land use planning,
transportation patterns, and development — the fundamental
underpinnings of future environmental sustainability in Oakville.

The town’s ESS is, and will continue to be, a plan that addresses
current and emerging environmental sustainability challenges,
implements best practices, and presents clear actions to create
tangible opportunities for management and improvement. As
outlined in a United Nations report on environmental change
and management1, opportunities and challenges fall into five
main categories:
•• Unforeseen issues (e.g., ozone depletion in the 1980s)
•• Unexpected events (e.g., various biological invasions, oil spills
and accidental poisonings)
•• New developments (e.g., tropical deforestation,
consequences of resource management)
•• Changes in trends (e.g., climate change, resource depletion);
and,
•• Shifts in environmental perception.

Municipalities, including Oakville, are at the forefront in acting to
address this issue. In September 2016, the town was awarded
ICLEI’s Milestone 5 of its Building Adaptive and Resilient
Communities (BARC) program for the endorsement and
implementation of the town-wide climate change strategy.
This achievement places the town in a leadership role among
municipalities in Canada working to address climate change.
The town is actively aware of our changing climate — as outlined
in the Climate Change Primer - and is taking proactive steps to
prepare the corporation, residents, and businesses in town.

Over the last decade, Oakville has been measuring residents’
ecological footprint. The ecological footprint provides a spatial
representation of how much land is required to support the
energy and material demands and associated wastes of Oakville
households. Oakville’s ecological footprint, measured in 2016,
was 8.3 global hectares (gha) per capita — 17 per cent larger
than the Canadian average of 7.1 gha per capita, and significantly
higher than the threshold for global sustainability of 1.8 gha
per capita.

The province’s Climate Change Mitigation and Low-carbon
Economy Act (2016) requires the province to develop a long-term
framework for action on climate change. Current provincial
greenhouse gas reduction targets are 15% below 1990 levels
by 2020, and the government has also established a cap-andtrade program. Ontario’s Five-Year Climate Change Action Plan,
2016-2020 specifically addresses energy and emissions planning
initiatives for municipal action.
In addition to climate change-related actions, the ESS touches
upon a wide range of environmental initiatives including
biodiversity, species at risk, transportation, and water quality
which have direction from the province and federal government
with which the ESS aligns. A list of provincial and federal policy
and legislation related to these topics is included in Appendix
C, alongside a description of its relevance to the ESS.
The ESS is also heavily influenced by the town’s programs,
initiatives, and plans, including Vision 2057. Vision 2057 is
the town’s overarching framework that brings together all of
the town’s master plans and other key planning initiatives into
one cohesive road map for the future. The ESS supports the
Preserve It! pillar of the Vision 2057 initiative. The other key
documents under Vision 2057 are the Council Strategic
Plan (2015-2018) and Livable Oakville (the town’s Official Plan).
These plans, along with other specific, thematically-related
documents are listed and summarized in Appendix E.
10

The Environmental Sustainability Plan is adaptive and can address
all types of future changes. Transformational Priorities are “big
picture” issues that are global in nature yet have the power to
affect us at a local level. As stated in Council’s Strategic Plan,
“for our mission, vision and values to have significant impact
on the organization, they also have to be accompanied by
deliberate plans of actions to move us toward our desired
future”. Collectively, the Transformative Priorities help align
our actions to achieve this success and meet the needs of our
residents to be environmentally and economically sustainable.
Three transformational priorities have been identified that will
impact Oakville from 2018 to 2022 and beyond. Future-forward
thinking has guided the development of the action plans, and
careful consideration of these priorities are woven into the
implementation of the ESS.

1

The town is focused on:
•• Increasing its capacity to protect against and respond to
projected climatic changes
•• Educating staff, residents; and businesses through effective
and efficient means of communication; and
•• Monitoring the implementation of adaptation actions and
goals to make continuous operational improvements.
While this transformative priority is primarily focused on actions
to adapt to a changing climate, many ongoing and planned
actions across Oakville also focus on reducing emissions of
heat-trapping greenhouse gases (mitigation). This two-pronged
approach is internationally recognized as necessary to respond
to climate change.

This icon indicates actions that help
Oakville’s resiliency to a changing climate

To reduce our footprint and lead more sustainable lifestyles,
residents will need to rethink lifestyle choices, change purchasing
habits and embrace energy efficient technologies to dramatically
reduce energy, fuel, and water use and produce less waste and
GHG emissions. Over the coming decades, some forecasters
predict that increasing competition for diminishing sources
of fossil fuels and stronger senior-level government strategies
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions will necessitate dramatic
economic transformation. Taking proactive steps to support
lower footprint households will better prepare residents for
policy implications, economic disruption and financial shocks as
Canada and Ontario transition toward a low carbon economy.
The town commits to reducing its own corporate footprint
by reducing water usage, building sustainable infrastructure,
generating less waste, and using less electricity.

This icon indicates actions to reduce
Oakville’s ecological footprint

United Nations Environment Program (UNEP). 2000. Global Environment Outlook.
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Transitioning toward Smart Cities
The town has an opportunity to be at the forefront of the
integration and application of smart city concepts. While there
is no universal definition of Smart Cities, Infrastructure Canada
encourages municipalities to seek innovative and creative ways
to put smart technologies to work to reduce traffic, create
safer neighbourhoods, breathe cleaner air, drink cleaner water,
and grow more sustainable communities. ISO (The International
Organization for Standardization) refers to “[a] defining feature
of smart cities [a]s the ability of the component systems to
interoperate….” and is seeking to help provide “guidance to
decision-makers on applying it to promote interoperability for
data created, used, and maintained by a city across all sectors,
on behalf of, and in collaboration with, its citizens.”
In essence, the smart cities movement is about collaboration
between community partners to embrace innovative technology
in municipal service delivery to improve quality of life for residents.

This icon indicates actions to reduce
Oakville’s environmental footprint.

While these priorities do not apply to every action in the ESS,
those that do are specifically highlighted so that the town can
be adaptive and creative in their response to changing conditions
and be able to report cohesively on how we are addressing
these priorities. The 2018 update of the ESS addresses these
emerging challenges and opportunities, creating a path for
continuous improvement.
The vision, guiding principles and goals for the ESS remain
consistent with the 2011 version, with some minor wording
changes for clarity and relevance (refer to Appendix D).

Oakville’s vision is to be the most livable town in Canada. We act
with innovation and a sense of purpose to enhance the resiliency
of our environmental, social, cultural, and economic base.

12
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Guiding Principles

3. Guiding
Principles
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••

Partnerships:
We build strong, inclusive partnerships with businesses,
our community, and other government agencies to solve
environmental sustainability challenges and opportunities.

••

Engagement:
We are advocates for environmental sustainability; we use
education, communication and capacity building to engage
the community and corporation.

••

Resiliency:
We are adaptive and integrated in our approach to
implementation.

••

Openness:
We act transparently to be accountable in our decision-making.

••

Responsibility:
We ensure that our actions contribute to the resolution of
local, regional, and global issues.

••

Leadership:
We are at the forefront of anticipating and meeting Oakville’s
present and future environmental sustainability needs through
continuous improvement.

Environmental sustainability strategy (2018–2022)
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Goals

4. Goals
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1

To sustain and enhance our natural
environment

4

To foster environmental stewardship
and education

2

To reduce our resource consumption
and waste production

5

To lead in applying innovative,
best management practices

3

To support a sustainable
transportation network

6

To create and support a healthy,
resilient community

Environmental sustainability strategy (2018–2022)
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How are the action plans organized?
The action plans for the Environmental Sustainability Plan are organized by four themes:
Sustainable
Environment

Sustainable
Households

Sustainable
Community

Sustainable
Government

The environmental indicators relate directly to the themes and support the implementation of the six goals.
Actions are grouped by theme.
Theme

Sustainable
Environment

Sustainable
Households

Sustainable
Community

Sustainable
Government

Aligns with...

Goals 1 & 5

Goals 2 & 5

Goals 3, 4 & 5

Goals 2 & 6

Sub-themes

Biodiversity and
Wildlife

Residential Energy

Parks and Open Space

Corporate Operations

Residential Water

Transportation

Residential Waste

Community Health

Sustainable Buildings
& Infrastructure

Air Quality
Flooding, Erosion
& Water Quality

Sustainable
Development

Restoration,
Maintenance &
Naturalization

Outreach and
Education

Best Management
Practices
Compliance

Stewardship

How are the action plans organized? | How to read the action
plans | Sustainable Environment | Sustainable Households |
Sustainable Community | Sustainable Government

5. Action Plans

Icons are used to illustrate where actions support the three transformational priorities:
Creating resilience
to a changing climate

Reducing Oakville’s
ecological footprint

Transitioning toward
“Smart Cities”

* Note that not all actions are aligned with a transformational priority.
18
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How to Read the Action Plans

Sustainable Environment

The action plans are organized by theme and sub-theme (as per the lists in the table on page 21).

The actions grouped under the Sustainable Environment theme support the implementation of Goal 1
(To sustain and enhance our natural environment) and Goal 5 (To foster environmental stewardship and education).

Each sub-theme includes actions for the town to address and report on by 2022.
Note that some sub-theme areas (for example, forestry), have very few actions included in the ESP action tables. This is because the
actions are included in existing master plans (refer to Appendix E). Supporting actions, such as those covered in other master plans,
will be reported as part of the annual ESP reporting cycle. On the other hand, sub-themes with many supporting actions may indicate
that there are no existing, supporting master plans.
The actions are listed as ongoing and/or new
and where appropriate, are marked as referring
to one of the three transformative priorities.

What does Sustainable Environment mean? In Oakville, we take actions to protect and enhance our biodiversity, urban forest,
waterways, and air quality. We strive for low impact development and act to reduce and manage the impacts of climate change.
Sub Theme

Actions

Ongoing/New

Biodiversity and Wildlife

Develop and implement a Biodiversity Strategy, to provide a framework
that addresses:
•• Road ecology
•• Invasive species recommendations
•• Habitat enhancement
•• Pollinator habitat
•• Wildlife
•• Adequate staffing
•• Naturalization strategies

New

•• Research, develop and form partnerships to reduce vehicular air emissions
and support improved air regulation, including anti-idling and electrical
charging stations
•• Continue to implement the recommendations of the Oakville Clarkson
Airshed Action Plan
•• Partner with the province and other municipalities to research and implement
projects and policies that support improved air regulation and airshed air
quality improvements
•• Complete and implement a Stormwater Master Plan, to provide a framework
that addresses immediate and long-term action to continually enhance the
town’s approach to stormwater management and address climate change
issues; and provides residents with the tools necessary to reduce the risk of
flooding on their property
•• Account for natural capital and ecosystem services in financial planning
using pilot study, and consider future implementation
•• Research potential for broader funding mechanisms, including a stormwater
utility charge
•• Research, implement and promote low impact development (LID) options,
such as naturalizing parking lots, permeable pavement and landscaping
to mitigate stormwater runoff. Include monitoring in all projects to assess
effectiveness

Ongoing

Protecting and enhancing
Oakville’s natural habitats,
wildlife, and biodiversity

Note that some actions fit under multiple
subthemes (for example, an action related to
residential electric vehicle charging stations
could align with ’Residential Energy’ under
’Sustainable Households‘ or ’Transportation‘
under ’Sustainable Communities‘); however,
for the sake of simplicity, actions are not
repeated or cross-referenced.

Air Quality
Contributing to local and
airshed-based initiatives to
promote pollutant-free air
in Oakville

A list of key supporting town plans and
indicators are included at the end of each
table in grey shading.

Flooding, Erosion and
Water Quality
Implementing actions that
contribute to solutions to
reduce flooding risk and
ensure safe, clean water
in Oakville

20
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Transformative
Priority

Ongoing
Ongoing

New

New
New
Ongoing/New
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Sub Theme

Actions

Ongoing/New

Flooding, Erosion and
Water Quality

Review and implement best management practices for municipal projects
and private development to:
•• Reduce quantity and improve quality of runoff into waterways
•• Improve stormwater quality
•• Improve erosion and sediment control
•• Control dust
•• Maintain and enhance stormwater management infrastructure

Ongoing/New

Implementing actions that
contribute to solutions to
reduce flooding risk and
ensure safe, clean water
in Oakville
Restoration, Maintenance
and Naturalization
Providing opportunities
and education for natural
landscaping in Oakville

22

•• Encourage households and businesses to implement ecological landscaping Ongoing/New
through partnerships, educational materials, and demonstration gardens

•• Research and implement opportunities to develop a plant salvage program
on town lands and/or establish partnerships

Environmental sustainability strategy (2018–2022)

Ongoing/New

Transformative
Priority

Supporting Plans

Indicators

Actions in the town’s current plans, policies, and procedures
in place to support the successful achievement of Goals 1 & 5,
include the following, and are detailed in Appendix E:
•• Biodiversity Strategy (in progress)
•• Building Adaptive and Resilient Communities (BARC)
•• Clean Marine Program
•• Climate Change Strategy/Climate Change Primer
•• Community Energy Plan
•• Creek Erosion Inventory and Assessment Study
•• Draft Oakville Road Ecology Strategy
•• General Environmental Policy
•• Growing Livability (i-tree report - background for UFSMP)
•• Health Protection Air Quality By-law Program
•• Livable Oakville Natural Heritage System policies
•• Municipal Natural Asset Initiative
•• North Oakville Creeks Subwatershed Study
•• North Oakville East and West Secondary Plans
•• North Oakville EIR/FSS Terms of Reference
•• North Oakville Monitoring Program Guidelines
•• North Oakville Urban Forest Strategic Management Plan
•• Oakville Harbours Master Plan (in progress)
•• Oakville Wildlife Strategy
•• Parks Ambassador Program
•• Partners for Climate Protection (PCP) Program
•• Private Tree Protection By-law
•• Sediment Management Study
•• Shoreline Inventory and Assessment Study
•• Source Water Protection Plan
•• Stormwater Master Plan (in progress)
•• Town Wide Flood Study (2008) and additional detailed
flooding mitigation studies
•• Tree Protection Policy EN-TRE-001
•• Urban Forest Strategic Management Plan (update in progress)
•• Woodlands Hazard Abatement Plan

The town will report annually on the status of the following
indicators as a measurement of progress:
•• Air quality health index (AQHI)
•• Water quality (phosphorus and chloride)
•• Permeable surface
•• Greenspace

Environmental sustainability strategy (2018–2022)
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Sustainable Households
The actions grouped under the Green Households theme support the implementation of Goal 2 (To reduce our resource
consumption and waste production) and Goal 5 (To foster environmental stewardship and education).
What does Sustainable Households mean? In Oakville, we implement programs to help Oakvillians actively reduce their ecological
footprint, including energy use, water consumption, and waste, alongside residential preparedness and resilience.
Sub Theme

Actions

Ongoing/New

Residential Energy

Develop and implement a Biodiversity Strategy, to provide a framework that
addresses:
Working to reduce household •• Expansion of alternative energy opportunities
energy consumption in Oakville •• Financial, policy, and programmatic incentives for green development
and energy-efficiency retrofits (e.g. educational resources, information)
•• Community-wide greenhouse gas reduction goals, targets, and actions
Residential Water
Partner with Halton Region and community organizations to introduce and
support water conservation programs and services to the community
Working to reduce household
water use in Oakville

Ongoing/New

Residential Waste

Ongoing

Working to reduce household
waste generation in Oakville

24

Partner with Halton Region and community organizations to introduce and
support Zero Waste programs and services to the community
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Transformative
Priority

Supporting Plans

Indicators

Actions in the town’s current plans, policies, and procedures
in place to support the successful achievement of Goals 2 & 5,
include the following, and are detailed in Appendix E:
•• Climate Change Strategy and Primer
•• Ecological Footprint Program and Reporting
•• Green Development standards/checklist (update in progress)
•• Living the Green Life – Oakville’s Guide to Environmental
Stewardship
•• Solid Waste Management Plan (With Region)
•• Transportation Master Plan (Switching Gears)

The town will report annually on the status of the following
indicators as a measurement of progress:
•• Electricity use
•• Gas use
•• Water consumption
•• Residential waste

Ongoing

Environmental sustainability strategy (2018–2022)
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Sustainable Community
The actions grouped under the Sustainable Community theme support the implementation of Goal 3 (To establish support
for an environmentally friendly transportation network), Goal 4 (To create and support a healthy, resilient community),
and Goal 5 (To foster environmental stewardship and education).
What does Sustainable Community mean? In Oakville, a sustainable community means:
•• Adopting a complete streets approach to development, where streets are designed and operated to enable safe access for all users,
including pedestrians, bicyclists, motorists and transit riders of all ages and abilities
•• Creating and sustaining complete communities: where residents can live, work and play in safe neighbourhoods
•• Supporting accessible transit and alternative transportation methods that reduce single vehicle occupancy and provide easy points
of connection
•• Fostering a sustainable urban form
•• Enhancing programs to increase environmental awareness and stewardship
Sub Theme

Actions

Ongoing/New

Parks and Open Space

•• Continue to support and expand the town’s event greening programs

Ongoing

Enhancing the integrity of
Oakville’s parks and open
spaces

•• Investigate and implement opportunities for greening parks operations

Ongoing/New

Transportation
Implementing programs,
policies, and initiatives to
reduce Oakville’s overall
GHG emissions due to
transportation

26

•• Continue to improve transit connections through initiatives with Metrolinx
(or other transit service providers), businesses and other partnerships.

Actions

Ongoing/New

Community Health

•• Investigate potential partnerships with Halton Region and others to
explore potential for linking health and environment in town’s policies
and programs

Ongoing/New

•• Continue to support and expand policies, programs and initiatives to
promote municipal drinking water

Ongoing

•• Research development of a food security strategy to enhance local food
production via:
•• Community gardens
•• Backyard harvesting
•• Education and outreach
•• Community partnerships

New

•• Update urban design and sustainable development guidelines, incorporating
the integration of environmentally supportive features (e.g. light pollution,
bird friendly guidelines, etc.) and innovative technology as part of the
update of the town’s Official Plan

Ongoing/New

•• Complete and implement the Brownfields Redevelopment Strategy

New

•• Investigate opportunities to support establishment and expansion of
environmentally supportive businesses in Oakville (e.g. Clean Tech,
Ecotourism, etc.)

Ongoing/New

Optimizing human health
in Oakville while advancing
environmental sustainability

Sustainable Development
Creating an environmentally
sustainable built form in
Oakville

Transformative
Priority

Ongoing

•• Partner with Oakville Enterprises Corporation to expand alternative energy
use in vehicles through charging station installation.

Ongoing

•• Establish a U-Pass Program in partnership with Sheridan College

Ongoing/New

•• Review and implement alternative fuel/electric bus strategy for Oakville Transit

Ongoing/New

Environmental sustainability strategy (2018–2022)

Transformative
Priority

Sub Theme
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Sub Theme

Actions

Ongoing/New

Outreach and Education

•• Update the environmental awareness communications strategy, including:
•• Partnerships
•• Event presence
•• Signage opportunities
•• Volunteerism
•• Social media
•• Integration of newcomers, diverse and inclusive audiences
•• Gamefication and other new, innovative tactics

Ongoing/New

•• Continue to participate and partner on environmental education and
outreach programs

Ongoing

•• Continue to support the Oakville Environmental Fund and report annually
on its activities

Ongoing

•• Continue to support and expand the Park Ambassador program

Ongoing

Harnessing the power of
information, outreach and
environmental education
to transform behaviours in
Oakville

Stewardship
Continuing to protect
Oakville’s common spaces
and greenspaces for future
generations

Ongoing
•• Decrease the amount of loose litter in Oakville (e.g. increase recycling,
composting and waste separation opportunities in: town-owned parks and
public spaces, town facilities, transit facilities and libraries; support and host
community clean-ups with groups such as the Oakville Centre for Ecology,
Peace and Human Rights)

•• Continue to partner with and support community led environmental and
sustainability based initiatives (e.g. EcoSchools, EcoLetter, Keep Canada
Clean campaign, Earth Day community clean ups, etc.)

28
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Transformative
Priority

Supporting Plans

Indicators

Actions in the town’s current plans, policies, and procedures in
place to support the successful achievement of Goals 3, 4 & 5,
include the following, and are detailed in Appendix E:
•• Active Transportation Master Plan (ATMP) (and associated
implementation reports)
•• Anti-idling By-law
•• Climate Change Strategy
•• Climate Change Primer
•• Community Energy Plan
•• Community Sustainability Plan (Let’s Be Livable)
•• Energy Conservation and Demand Management Plan
•• Environmental Education Strategy and Communications Plan
•• Green Development standards/checklist (update in progress)
•• Livable Oakville
•• Oakville Harbours Master Plan (in progress)
•• Park Ambassador Program
•• Parks, Recreation and Library Facilities Master Plan
•• Stormwater Management Master Plan (Phase 1 complete,
Phase 2 in progress)
•• Sustainable Building Design Procedure (update in progress)
•• Transit Services Five Year Plan
•• Transportation Master Plan (TMP) (Switching Gears)

The town will report annually on the status of the following
indicators as a measurement of progress:
•• Ecological footprint
•• Public transit use
•• Active transportation facilities
•• Recreational trails

Ongoing
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Sustainable Government
The actions grouped under the Sustainable Government theme support the implementation of Goal 6 (To lead in applying
innovative, best environmental management practices) and Goal 5 (To foster environmental stewardship and education).

Sub Theme

Actions

Corporate Operations
continued...

•• Continue to implement the Smart Commute Program and travel demand
Ongoing
management outreach; investigate opportunities to expand (e.g. work with
other employers, investigate fleet vehicle options for staff use for offsite
meetings so individuals can carpool, walk, bike or take public transit to
work on days with meetings, etc.)

In Oakville, a Sustainable Government means:
•• Acting as leaders in research, development and implementation of innovative environmental programs
•• Continually seeking areas for operational efficiencies and environmentally friendly opportunities in town services,such as tree
maintenance, greenhouse operations, snow removal, and the use of more environmental friendly products
•• Following green procedures as outlined in the Environmental Sustainability Policy
•• Updating departmental budget performance objectives to align with ESP actions and outcomes
•• Promoting partnerships with local businesses, schools and organizations
•• Seeking continuous improvement in management and operational practices
Sub Theme

Actions

Ongoing/New

Corporate Operations

•• Develop and implement a corporate water efficiency strategy

New

Implementing a suite of
coordinated actions to reduce
corporate waste, water,
•• Expand and continue to support existing water conservation programs on
Ongoing/New
energy, and paper use at the
town-owned properties (e.g. Investigate opportunities for grey water use
Town of Oakville facilities
on town-owned properties, continue with automated watering systems, etc.)
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•• Develop a town-wide electrification strategy to prepare for increasing
uptake of private and public electric and autonomous vehicle

New

•• Investigate partnerships to create district energy hubs

Ongoing/New

•• Expand corporate energy programs to maximize environmental and
economic efficiencies (e.g. partner with Oakville Hydro to have a funded,
long term embedded energy manager, regular auditing and review of
facilities for energy improvements)

Ongoing/New
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Transformative
Priority

Sustainable Buildings
and Infrastructure
Creating an environmentally
sustainable built form in
Oakville

Ongoing/New

•• Expand and continue to implement a paper reduction strategy for the
town, including library facilities

Ongoing

•• Research and implement “green catering” procedures for town meetings

Ongoing/New

•• Continue to implement and improve the town’s Zero Waste policies and
programs, including annual waste audits for town facilities.

Ongoing/New

•• Showcase design leadership and green building projects by the town and
public

Ongoing/New

•• “Ensure “net zero” readiness for new town construction and implement a
pilot project to incorporate (e.g. South East Community Centre)

New

•• Update sustainable building procedure and new sustainable development
standards

Ongoing
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Transformative
Priority
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Sub Theme

Actions

Ongoing/New

Best Management Practices •• Continue to address community sustainability in all Council reports and
investigate options for updating framework to address sustainability in reports
Continually seeking
improvement, alignment, and
efficiencies across the town
•• Investigate developing a framework for including life cycle costing in
corporate decision-making

Ongoing

Ongoing/New

•• Advocate to and with other levels of government to advance innovative
best environmental and sustainability management practices

Ongoing

•• Meet annually with community partners to share environmental priorities

New

•• Expand use of the town’s ecological footprint program for both the
community and town operations

Ongoing/New

Transformative
Priority

Supporting Plans

Indicators

Actions in the town’s current plans, policies, and procedures
in place to support the successful achievement of Goals 2 & 6,
include the following, and are detailed in Appendix E:
•• Council Strategic Plan
•• Climate Change Strategy
•• Energy Conservation and Demand Management Plan
•• Environmental Education Strategy and Communications Plan
•• General Environmental Policy EN-GEN-00 (and associated
implementation reports)
•• Health Protection Air Quality By-law
•• Livable Oakville
•• Municipal Natural Asset Initiative
•• Public Engagement Guide
•• Salt Management Plan
•• Sustainable Building Design Procedure
•• Sustainable Design Guidelines
•• Sustainable Green Fleet Procedure
•• Sustainable Purchasing Procedure
•• Towards Zero Waste Procedure

The town will report annually on the status of the following
indicators as a measurement of progress:
•• Renewable energy
•• Greenhouse gas emissions
•• Environmental outreach

•• Update the town’s Salt Management Plan and adoption of best management Ongoing/New
practices by all town departments involved in winter control

Compliance
Guaranteeing Oakville’s
compliance with international,
federal, and provincial
reporting requirements
32

•• Continue to develop and implement improved data acquisition and
management related to sustainability and environment

Ongoing/New

•• Continue to deliver actions to achieve regulatory compliance e.g. Green
Energy Act for corporate energy and GHGe’s, update Conservation and
Demand Management Plan for 2020-2025, Health Protection Air Quality
By-law corporate facility reporting, PSAB3260 Contaminated Lands reporting,
Environmental Site Assessments, waste audits, species at risk/endangered
species, and others

Ongoing/New
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Oversight, management and governance

Reporting

The overall responsibility for the coordination and
implementation of the Environmental Sustainability Plan
will rest with the Environmental Policy department.
•• As many of the actions within the ESS are drawn from other
town master plans, the lead department(s), as identified in
Appendix E, will be responsible for the initiation, tracking
and monitoring of the actions, however, the ESS will provide
an overarching template for synthesizing, collating, and
reporting on progress.

As part of its commitment to openness and partnership, the
town will report annually on the ESS implementation progress.
A summary report outlining ongoing, new and/or master plansupportive work will be developed.

Role of partnerships

Funding

In implementing the ESS, partnerships and collaboration play
key roles. Many of the actions completed between 2011 and
2017 involved the work of numerous town departments.
Cooperative work with community, government and agency
partners has been and will continue to be integral to
implementing recommended actions and/or pilot projects.
•• While the annual reporting process focuses primarily on
initiatives that are carried out by the town, community
groups and agencies carry out many projects independently
and play a significant part in the success of the plan.
•• The town will convene an annual in-person status update
with key stakeholders.

The 2018 ESS, as with previous versions, will be implemented
in a fiscally responsible and sustainable manner.

••

••

Oversight, management and governance | Role of
partnerships | Reporting | Funding | Environmental
education and community involvement
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Progress will be highlighted by theme and by transformative
priority.
The report will be presented to Council and will also be
available for the community.

Many of the actions will be drawn from master plans and
ongoing work that are already budgeted in existing work plans.
•• Some of the new initiatives proposed will require more
detailed research to review options prior to implementation.
Funding projections for these new initiatives will be brought
forward as they are scoped and will be subject to departmental
and Council review as part of the town’s annual work plan
and budget review process.
•• Staff will continue to scan the municipal landscape for new
and creative partnership and funding opportunities.
••

6. Implementation
Environmental sustainability strategy (2018–2022)
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Environmental education
and community involvement
Education is the cornerstone of the ESS and it is embedded in
many of the actions. The town will continue to engage staff and
the community in environmental initiatives and accomplishments.
The environmental education strategy for the ESS has, and will
continue to be, multifaceted including:
••
••
••
••
••

••

Designing and producing effective publications
(brochures, fact sheets, guides);
Using technology, including the town’s website,
to facilitate an active, informed and involved community;
Developing and hosting special events;
Writing and distributing appropriate, timely messaging
through local media;
Building and maintaining strong partnerships between and
among town departments, with the community and with
other agencies and governmental organizations; and
Reporting the SOER indicators online in a user-friendly
format.

One of the key actions in the Sustainable Community
theme is an update of the overall environmental awareness
communications strategy.

Supporting
Appendices
36
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Appendix A: ESP Process
The process to update the ESP included:
•• Establishment of an internal steering team with staff from
Environmental Policy and Strategy, Policy & Communications
•• Support from a consulting team (A Kennedy Consulting and
ASM Analytics)
•• Alignment with the State of the Environment Reporting
process
•• Background research to synthesize existing and ongoing
work at the town
•• Focused internal interviews to gather future-focused actions

Focused community engagement at the Fire Prevention Event
(September 30, 2017) and online questionnaire
•• Focused stakeholder engagement with representatives from
Conservation Halton, the Regional Municipality of Halton,
Oakville Hydro, Oakvillegreen and the Halton Environmental
Network; and
•• Integration of staff feedback into an updated vision, guiding
principles, goals, and action plans
••

Refer to mapping in Appendix D.

Project Kick-off

ESP Information Synthesis

Develop SOER

Draft ESP & SOER

Appendix A:
ESP Process

Final ESP & SOER

Focused Engagement

July 2017

April 2018

Figure A1: The process to update the town’s Environmental Sustainability Plan (ESP)
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Executive summary
State of the environment reporting tracks key indicators of
environmental health. Over time, high level indicators will be
tracked in Oakville, and have the power to illustrate whether
things are going well, and if not, identify which areas require
more attention.
The following report describes the Oakville State of the
Environment Report (SOER) review process. The review, initiated
in July 2017 and completed in November 2017, had four objectives:
1. Update the state of the environment indicators to
correspond with the 2018 Environmental Sustainability
Strategy and leading practices
2. Explore opportunities to align previous SOER and other
town indicators with existing strategies, indicators, and
initiatives
3. Refresh the reporting format and structure
4. Position the Town of Oakville as a leader in environmental
sustainability reporting
The SOER refresh, as the project became known, was informed
by a municipal scan of best practices, review of internal plans,
strategies and initiatives, and substantial input from subject
matter experts, data analysts, and communications staff.

State of the Environment Report (SOER) refresh:
Process review report
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Appendix B:
SOER Process

The report recommends fifteen state of the environment
indicators, organized into four themes, that align with the new
Environmental Sustainability Strategy goals and priorities. The
themes are: Sustainable Environment, Sustainable Households,
Sustainable Community, and Sustainable Government (Figure B1).

The proposed indicators speak to Oakville’s commitment
to environmental sustainability and are the foundation of a
framework to track and report on progress toward achieving
environmental goals and priorities. A livable town has clean
air and water, opportunities to access greenspace and the
outdoors, access to public transit and active transportation,
a small ecological footprint and public leadership and citizens
committed to reducing greenhouse gas emissions, water use
and waste sent to landfill, among other actions.
In addition to proposing a list of revised indicators, the SOER
refresh led to several recommendations.
••
••

••
••

••
••

Transition from an annual paper-based report on progress
to an online format on the town’s website
Produce a two-page summary report to be presented to
Council annually; also make this accessible in PDF format
on the town’s website
Advance process to report Sustainable Household indicators
at a neighbourhood level
Create an internal working group so there is consistent
data reporting and links across data sources including
SOER, World Council on City Data (WCCD), Livable Oakville
Performance Dashboard, Open Data, etc.; and
Promote SOER indicators to planners, policy makers, and
public to increase awareness and use of indicators.
Engage with town staff.
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Background

Environmental Sustainability

In December 2005, Council approved the town’s first
Environmental Strategic Plan (ESP). One of the recommendations
of the ESP was to develop a state of the environment reporting
system. In 2008, the town published its first annual State of the
Environment Report. On the tenth anniversary year of the report,
the town engaged in a process to review the indicators and
reporting framework to reflect new priorities, advancements
in data availability, and best practices that have emerged over
the last ten years. The review coincided with the development
of a refreshed Environmental Sustainability Strategy (ESS). The
process, therefore, also looked to recommend indicators to
align with the new ESS goals and priorities.

Sustainable
Environment

Sustainable
Households

Sustainable
Community

Sustainable
Government

Air Quality Health Index

Natural Gas Consumption

Ecological Footprint

Corporate Energy (GHG)

Water Quality

Electricity Consumption

Transit Ridership

Renewable Energy

Greenspace

Water Use (residential)

Active Transportation

Education and Outreach

Permeable Surface Area

Waste (residential)

Recreational Trails

What is state of the environment
reporting?
State of the environment reporting provides a snapshot of the
current state of environmental health in Oakville. It is analogous
to an annual health check-up for humans. At doctor’s office,
key indicators of health are checked, including pulse, breathing
patterns, throat health, and weight. In the same way, state
of the environment reporting tracks key indicators of the
environment’s health. The high level indicators (in Figure B1)
provide a sense of whether things are going well, and if not,
identify which areas require more attention.
The SOER is a reporting framework to support planning and
decision making to advance the town’s environmental objectives.
At a corporate level, reporting environmental indicators
demonstrates a commitment to accountability and transparency,
important principles of democracy and good governance.
Providing community members with information can also
be empowering.

The town tracks indicators to make informed decisions given
competing priorities and resource constraints. Reporting
environmental indicators is critical, as it can bring topics to light
that are often overlooked in public sector decision making.
A corner stone of Agenda 21 (1992: chapter 40.4), the United
Nation’s plan to move sustainability from idea to action and
the impetus of the sustainability indicator movement was an
argument that environmental issues will not be addressed unless
they are measured: “If we don’t measure, we don’t know, and
what we don’t know, we don’t prioritize.”

Approach
The approach to refresh the SOER combined sound research
with input from subject matter experts, data analysts and
communications and policy experts. The team adopted an
iterative process of sharing information and soliciting feedback
on an ongoing basis with structured check in points for
discussion and direction.
The key elements of the approach included:
•• Collaboration among town staff
•• Integrating best practices
•• Aligning effort with existing plans, strategies, and data
initiatives
•• Adopting a rigorous indicator selection process
•• Seeking input and feedback
•• Confirming proposed indicators
•• Rethinking the current format and end product

Figure B1: Recommended state of the environment indicators by theme
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Working together
The SOER review carried out in coordination with the 2018 ESP
update was led by an active steering committee consisting of
staff from the Environmental Policy department and Strategy,
Policy and Communications. The steering committee provided
overall direction and guidance and facilitated coordination with
the ESP update. The consulting team communicated regularly
with the project lead (Senior Policy Analyst, Environmental
Policy Department) who played an active role in supporting
the process.

Table B1 – Comprehensive Background
Scan
Indicator Reporting Frameworks

Municipalities

Better Life Index

Vancouver

Canadian Index of Wellbeing

North Vancouver

FCM Quality of Life Reporting Indicators

Surrey

Genuine Progress Indicator

Burnaby

In addition, an SOER advisory team was formed with representation
from across the corporation of the Town of Oakville. The team
included subject matter experts, data initiative coordinators,
and communications experts. The SOER advisory team
recommended changes to the existing SOER program, informed
new indicators, advised on data sources and provided guidance
on best reporting mechanisms. Indicators put forward were
also screened by representative departments to advise on
appropriateness, data collection methods and best reporting units.

Genuine Wealth Indicators

Edmonton

Harts Guide to Sustainable Community
Indicators

Saskatoon

IISD Dashboard of Sustainability Indicators

Kitchener-Waterloo

Toronto Vital Signs

Halton Hills

Toronto Region Conservation Authority

Pickering

UN Environmental Sustainability Index

Peterborough

Integrating best practices

Urban Heart

Halifax

Wellbeing Toronto

Toronto

A comprehensive scan was conducted to identify potential
indicators and leading practices in reporting. Reporting frameworks
were identified based on an internet search of state of the
environment reporting, recommendations by experts in the field,
and communities that have been recognized by the Federation
of Canadian Municipalities as best practices.

World Council on City Data Indicators

Aligning efforts with existing plans,
strategies, and data initiatives
The State of the Environment Report offers an opportunity
to align existing environmental indicator reporting under one
framework. For that purpose, a review of other Oakville plans,
strategies and data initiatives was completed to identify what
indicators are currently being tracked, how, and by whom.
In addition, the review supported efforts to have consistent
reporting protocols for data and indicators used across
departments.

Adopting a rigorous indicator selection
process
A comprehensive selection process was undertaken to identify
indicators to support the refreshed ESP goals. The first step
of the process was to evaluate suitability of the current SOER
indicators and list of indicators created as part of the scan.
To screen indicators, a list of indicator selection criteria was
developed.

Indicator selection criteria
Relevance
•• Does indicator track progress toward an ESP goal?
•• Does indicator capture a change in quality or is it simply
counting?
•• Does scale of indicator apply to Oakville?
•• Is the indicator suitable for Oakville context? As an example
– waste indicator: percentage of waste incinerated would
not apply in Oakville where waste is not incinerated.
Data availability
•• Is data currently being tracked?
•• If no, can it be measured? Is it realistic to measure it?
(Assessment of resources required, cost, time, responsibility)
•• Timeliness of data (for example, Statistics Canada travel to
work data is reported as part of the five-year census cycle.
In addition, reporting lags about two years behind Census year.)
Influence
•• Can Oakville influence the indicator (directly, indirectly, not
at all, does it matter)?
Action
••

Will reporting indicator lead to action or change? Change
could be among decision makers (for example, a new policy,
new program or influence budget allocation), or change
could be at a community or household level (for example,
change in behaviour). Is it ok if reporting indicator doesn’t
lead to action or change?

An initial screen was completed and narrowed the comprehensive
list of over 200 indicators down to 75. The initial screen focused
on removing indicators that did not relate to the ESP goals.
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Seeking input
The next phase of the indicator selection process was completed
as part of a half day interactive workshop with the SOER
advisory team. The team completed an exercise worksheet
where they coded indicators based on the screening criteria.
For each criteria, team members colour coded the indicator
green if it met the criteria, yellow if it partially met the criteria,
red if it did not meet the criteria, and purple if the team member
was not sure. In addition, team members were asked to identify
the top ten priority indicators. A list of priority indicators and
indicators that passed the screening (no red) were presented
back to the group for discussion. Based on the input from the
group, a draft set of indicators was finalized and circulated to
the advisory team and steering committee
for input and feedback.

Confirming indicators

Rethinking the current format and
end-product
In addition to recommending new indicators, the project team
reviewed different options to report indicators focusing on
format, structure and organization. Since 2008, Oakville has
reported SOER indicators annually in a hard copy State of the
Environment Report. The annual report is approved by Council
and made accessible in PDF format on the Town of Oakville’s
website. As part of the refresh, the steering committee was
looking to make the indicators more accessible and presented
in a format easy for multiple audiences to understand. Based
on the jurisdictional scan, several examples of different approaches
were presented to the advisory team for consideration. The
discussion focused on moving to an online reporting format
and adopting a consistent reporting template for all indicators.
The recommendations were shared with the steering committee
for input and sign off.

Recommendations
Based on the SOER review, six recommendations were presented
including proposed indicators, changes to the report format,
and recommendations to maintain Oakville’s position as a leader
in sustainability reporting.

State of the environment indicators
The fifteen recommended indicators are organized into four
themes that align with the new Environmental Sustainability
Strategy goals and priorities. The themes include: Sustainable
Environment, Sustainable Households, Sustainable Community,
and Sustainable Government. Figure B2 presents the indicators,
by theme. Descriptions are available on-line on the town’s
website and links are provided that connect to appropriate
Open data, World Council on City Data, Oakville dashboard
data or other resources.

The indicators put forward were discussed with the department
contact responsible for the data set to identify alignment with
existing indicators, best data collection method, reporting cycle,
most appropriate reporting unit and overall suitability. Based
on the input, a final list of SOER indicators was shared with the
advisory team and steering committee for comment.
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Figure B2 – Recommended SOER Indicators–Sustainable Environment

Figure B2 – Recommended SOER Indicators–Sustainable Environment

Indicator: The Air Quality Health Index (AQHI)

Indicator: Water quality (Phospohorus & Chloride)

Since 2015, Air Quality Health Index (AQHI) has been reported by the Ontario Ministry of Environment and Climate Change to
communicate the health risk posed by air pollution. Exposure to air pollution can make it harder to breathe, irritate your lungs and
airways and worsen chronic diseases such as heart disease, chronic bronchitis, emphysema and asthma. Studies have shown that even
modest increases in air pollution can cause small but measurable increases in emergency room visits, hospital admissions and deaths.
In 2016, 34 days were classified as posing a moderate health risk due to air pollution levels. The remaining days in the year were
classified as low risk. Figure 1 presents the percentage of days in the year by health risk associated with air pollution levels. There
were no days with health risks classified as being high risk or very high risk.
Links
Town of Oakville – Air
https://www.oakville.ca/environment/air.html
World Council on Cities Data
http://open.dataforcities.org/

High phosphorus levels can impact aquatic plants and animals, such as causing algae to grow faster than ecosystems can handle,
decreasing oxygen levels and contaminating the water. Sources of phosphorus include fertilizers, manure, organic wastes, detergents
and wastewater treatment plant effluent. The Provincial Water Quality Objective (PWQO) for phosphorus is 0.03mg/L. Average annual
phosphorus levels for 16 Mile creek and Bronte creek have been below the PWQO standard of 0.03 mg/L since 2013. Although 14 Mile
Creek has been frequently been above the PWQO, in 2016, all three creeks had annual phosphorus levels well below their respective
ten year averages.
Chloride is another naturally occurring nutrient, however, at high levels it is toxic to aquatic life. Chloride persists in aquatic systems
as there are no known processes by which chlorides are broken down. Elevated chloride levels in Oakville creeks are primarily a result
of road salting during winter months. The Canadian Water Quality Guidelines for the Protection of Aquatic Life (CWQG) for chloride
is 120 mg/L. Average annual chloride levels vary across Oakville’s creeks – Fourteen Mile is consistently above, Sixteen Mile fluctuates
above and below and Bronte Creek has remained below the CWQG, however, as of 2014 the trend for all three creeks has been
trending upward.
Links

Government of Canada, Air Quality Health Index
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/air-quality-health-index.html

Town of Oakville Water
https://www.oakville.ca/environment/water.html

Ontario Ministry of Environment and Climate Change
http://www.airqualityontario.com/aqhi/index.php

Conservation Halton Long term Environmental Monitoring
http://www.conservationhalton.ca/long-term-environmental-monitoring

Oakville AQHI substation
http://www.airqualityontario.com/aqhi/today.php?stationid=44017&submit_station=Choose+Station

Oakvillegreen Discover Your Creek program
http://oakvillegreen.org/discover-your-creek
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Figure B2 – Recommended SOER Indicators–Sustainable Environment

Figure B2 – Recommended SOER Indicators–Sustainable Environment

Indicator: Greenspace

Indicator: Permeable Surface Area

Greenspace contributes to important ecological services such as better air quality, water quality, flood protection, climate stability and
biodiversity protection. Accessing greenspaces and natural areas has been shown to improve mental and physical wellness, increase
life satisfaction and foster stronger community cohesion. Oakville has 2,519 hectares of publicly owned greenspace. This includes
the Glenorchy Conservation Area and Bronte Creek Provincial Park which are provincial lands and Wildflower Woods managed by
Conservation Halton. Over the last five years, the town has added 18 hectares of land to greenspace and the Parks and Open Space
Department continues to identify important land parcels for protection and opportunities to expand greenspace.
Links
Town of Oakville Parks, Gardens and Recreational Trails
https://www.oakville.ca/culturerec/parks-trails-gardens.html
Town of Oakville Trees and Woodlands
https://www.oakville.ca/residents/trees-woodlands.html
Parks, Recreation and Library Facilities Master Plan
www.oakville.ca/townhall/parks-recreation-library-master-plan.html

How permeable a surface is determines how water moves through it. It can either be absorbed by soil or natural cover (permeable),
or it can run off on surfaces such as roads, driveways, parking lots and most buildings (impermeable). Water that does not soak into
the ground is called “runoff” and can pick up debris or toxins as it moves towards a waterbody causing polluted waterways. Runoff
can also contribute to flooding and damage to property and infrastructure. This is becoming a growing concern as we experience
more extreme weather and intense precipitation events due to a changing climate. In 2017, approximately 45% of the town has
impervious land cover. The town’s forestry and stormwater management programs and policies are looking at strategies to expand
the amount of permeable area to increase town resiliency to flooding.
Links
Town of Oakville Stormwater Management
https://www.oakville.ca/environment/stormwater-sewers.html
Town of Oakville Urban Forest Effects Study
https://www.oakville.ca/residents/oakvilles-urban-forest-effects-model.html

Town of Oakville Open Data
https://www.oakville.ca/data/catalogue.html
World Council on Cities, Oakville Indicators
http://open.dataforcities.org
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Figure B2 – Recommended SOER Indicators–Sustainable Households

Figure B2 – Recommended SOER Indicators–Sustainable Households

Indicator: Natural Gas Use (Residential Sector)

Indicator: Electricity Use (Residential Sector)

Natural gas is a fossil fuel that when burned contributes to climate change and other air pollutants. Reducing natural gas use is
good for the environment and lowers gas bills saving you money. Tracking household natural gas usage can help inform energy
conservation efforts, retrofit programs, building standards and household behaviour change. Residential gas use is primarily used
for home heating. Overall, per capita gas consumption has been decreasing since 2008 and in 2016, was 8% below the five year
average. The success of programs targeted towards reducing home energy use and more energy efficient heating systems have
contributed to this decrease.
Links
Union Gas Conservation
https://www.uniongas.com/residential/save-money-energy

Electricity generation produces a number of air pollutants. Fossil fuel-fired electric power plants also emit carbon dioxide, which
contributes to climate change. Reducing electricity use is good for the environment and lowers household electrical bills, saving
you money. Tracking household electricity usage can inform energy conservation and efficiency programs and help us better target
problem areas.
Although there was a noticeable drop in per capita electricity consumption between the years 2012 and 2013, consumption levels
have been relatively stable the past three years. Electricity consumption per person in 2016 was 2% below the five year average and
virtually unchanged when compared to 2015 levels. Reductions in per capita electricity use may be due in part to extensive campaigns
aimed at conservation and energy efficiency improvements in appliances.
Links
Town of Oakville Energy Conservation
https://www.oakville.ca/environment/energy-conservation.html
Oakville Hydro Energy Conservation
https://www.oakvillehydro.com/conservation/conservation-residential.html
World Council on Cities
Indicators, Oakville Indicators, http://open.dataforcities.org
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Figure B2 – Recommended SOER Indicators–Sustainable Households

Figure B2 – Recommended SOER Indicators–Sustainable Households

Indicator: Water Use (Residential Sector)

Indicator: Waste (Residential Sector)

Efficient use of water is good for the environment. It reduces our impact on water resources and reduces the energy required to treat
and transport water to our homes. It is also good for cost avoidance, because it is cheaper to conserve water than it is to increase
treatment capacity. Studies show that water efficiency measures can cost less than new infrastructure.
Despite increasing population, total residential water use has remained steady since 2005. Gains in population have been offset
by lower household water use. Several factors may be contributing to this trend including water reduction strategies such as the
Outdoor Water Use Education Program put in place by Halton Region and supported by the town and availability of water saving
fixtures and appliances.

The amount of waste diverted from landfills provides a measure of how effective our efforts have been to reduce, reuse, and recycle.
Diverting waste through recycling and composting programs extends the life of our landfills, reduces energy use, and reduces the
need for extracting, refining and processing new raw materials. Supporting households and businesses to try and minimize waste also
encourages environmental stewardship and responsibility. The overall amount of waste generated per person has decreased over the
past decade with more waste being diverted through Regional blue bin recycling, organics, yard waste, and white goods and metal
recycling programs. Diversion increased substantially with the introduction of a green bin organics program in 2008. Diversion rates
have been relatively consistent over the last five years hovering around 58%.
Links

Links
Town of Oakville – Water
https://www.oakville.ca/environment/water.html
Halton Region Water Efficiency
http://www.halton.ca/living_in_halton/water_and_wastewater/water_conservation
World Council on Cities Oakville Indicators
http://open.dataforcities.org

Town of Oakville Recycling and Waste Information
https://www.oakville.ca/environment/garbage-recycling.html
Halton Region Waste Management
http://www.halton.ca/cms/One.aspx?portalId=8310&pageId=151236
Livable City Dashboard
https://www.oakville.ca/dashboard/environmental-leadership- waste-reduction.html
World Council on Cities Oakville Indicators
http://open.dataforcities.org
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Figure B2 – Recommended SOER Indicators–Sustainable Community

Figure B2 – Recommended SOER Indicators–Sustainable Community

Indicator: Ecological footprint

Indicator: Transit Use

The ecological footprint is a sustainability accounting tool that measures the environmental impact of human consumption. Oakville’s
ecological footprint accounts for household consumption of food, transportation, housing, goods and services, and government
services and expresses the findings in terms of the land area needed to support that level of consumption in ‘global hectares’ (gha).
The Oakville ecological footprint is 8.3 gha. Minimizing our ecological footprint requires a community wide effort to lead more
sustainable lifestyles.
Links
Town of Oakville – Ecological Footprint
https://www.oakville.ca/environment/ecological-footprint.html
Global Footprint Network
https://www.footprintnetwork.org

Public transit is an essential town service that helps people travel to work and school, participate in recreational and cultural programs
and events, and stay connected with the community. Public transit is generally a more economical choice and is better for the environment
than traveling by car. From an environmental perspective, public transit reduces the number of cars on the road improving air quality
and lowering greenhouse gas emissions. Effective public transit systems are regarded as an important asset to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions in the transportation sector and help communities achieves greenhouse gas reductions targets. Reporting ridership tells us
how many people are using Oakville’s public transit system. Increased use of Oakville Transit means fewer cars on the road and a more
cost-effective public transportation system. In 2016, annual ridership reached 2.9 million trips which equals an average of 15 trips per
Oakville resident.
Links
Oakville Transit
http://oakvilletransit.ca
Town of Oakville Five Year Transit Plan
https://securepwa.oakville.ca/sirepub/cache/107/fppmrw45ir3w0545gjeo4t55/34749103062018075639749.PDF
Liveable City Dashboard
https://www.oakville.ca/dashboard/getting-around-transit-ridership-month.html
World Council on Cities, Oakville Indicators
http://open.dataforcities.org/
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Figure B2 – Recommended SOER Indicators–Sustainable Community

Figure B2 – Recommended SOER Indicators–Sustainable Community

Indicator: Active transportation

Indicator: Recreational Trails

Active transportation refers to any form of human-powered transportation – walking, cycling, in-line skating or skateboarding.
Choosing to walk or cycle instead of driving reduces air pollution, greenhouse gas emissions and congestion. In addition, active forms
of transportation provide exercise and are positively correlated with a stronger sense of community belonging. Research also shows
pedestrian and cycling friendly streetscapes support local businesses.
Oakville has 200.6 kilometres of active transportation routes. In addition to expanding the network of routes, the town has invested
in supporting cycling infrastructure. For example, since adoption of the Active Transportation Master Plan (ATMP) in 2009, the town
has installed over 200 bike racks in the business improvement areas. In 2017, Oakville completed an update of the ATMP to support
a pedestrian and cycling supportive community that encourages active ways to get around for both commuter and recreational travel.

Oakville’s recreational trail system is an important asset that helps residents and visitors connect with the outdoors, stay active,
and engage with the natural environment. Studies overwhelmingly indicate that access to nature contributes to physical and mental
wellbeing and overall health. Oakville has one of the most extensive trail systems in Southern Ontario. Frequent additions of trail
infrastructure have expanded trail availability contributing to an exceptional trail system throughout the town. In 2016, the town
maintained 236 kilometres of recreational trails. A new standardized method for measuring recreational trails began with 2016 data
and will be reported on annually.
Links

Links

Town of Oakville Recreational Trails
https://www.oakville.ca/culturerec/trails.html

Town of Oakville – Active Transportation
https://www.oakville.ca/townhall/active-transportation-master-plan.html

Town of Oakville Livable City Dashboard
https://www.oakville.ca/dashboard/environmental-leadership-trails.html

Town of Oakville Active Transportation Maps
http://exploreoakville.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=c7467485a681458e876324b2f0c13795

Town of Oakville Open Data
https://www.oakville.ca/data/trails.html

https://maps.oakville.ca/gxmaps/Default.
aspx?map=map04&extent=605750.50520701,4813184.91503683,606793.49479299,4813773.08496317

Ontario Trails Council
http://www.ontariotrails.on.ca/

Town of Oakville Liveable City Dashboard
https://www.oakville.ca/dashboard/getting-around-active-transportation.html
World Council on Cities, Oakville Indicators
http://open.dataforcities.org
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Figure B2 – Recommended SOER Indicators–Sustainable Government

Figure B2 – Recommended SOER Indicators–Sustainable Government

Indicator: Corporate energy (GHG)

Indicator: Electricity from Renewable Sources

The town is committed to reducing the use of non-renewable energy sources at town facilities and improving air quality in Oakville.
By using less electricity and natural gas, we not only save money, we also lessen our impact on the environment. We track our energy
use at town facilities so we can evaluate our progress toward meeting our overall goal for reduced energy consumption.The town’s
baseline year of measurement is 2012, with a goal to achieve an overall target of 15% reduction in energy consumption (electricity
and natural gas) at town facilities by 2019. As of 2016, the town has seen a 3.7% energy use intensity (EUI) reduction since 2012.
Links
Town of Oakville Corporate Energy Management
https://www.oakville.ca/environment/corporate-energy-management.html
Town of Oakville Liveable City Dashboard
https://www.oakville.ca/dashboard/environmental-leadership.html

Links
Town of Oakville Renewable Energy
https://www.oakville.ca/environment/green-power.html
World Council on Cities, Oakvile Indicators
http://open.dataforcities.org

Town of Oakville Open Data
https://www.oakville.ca/data/catalogue.html
World Council on Cities, Oakville Indicators
http://open.dataforcities.org
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Renewable energy sources such as solar, wind, and geothermal can replace non-renewable fossil based sources such as oil and natural
gas. Most renewable energy sources produce little to no greenhouse gas emissions which results in substantially lower environmental
impacts. Generating electricity from renewable energy rather than fossil fuels also offers significant public health benefits as air
and water pollution emitted by natural gas plants, for example, have been linked to a number of health issues including premature
mortality. In 2016, Oakville Enterprises Corporation (the parent company of Oakville Hydro) generated 27,336 megawatt hours (MWh)
of electricity from renewable energy sources. These sources included solar, gas capture from landfill and hydro. Electricity generated
from renewable energy sources is a new SOER indicator in 2016.
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Ontario’s Energy Mix
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Figure B2 – Recommended SOER Indicators–Sustainable Government

Fresh look

Leader in sustainability reporting

Indicator: Education and Outreach

In addition to the proposed organizational framework (Figure B2),
two recommendations based on best practices are included:
•• Transition to an online format

To maintain Oakville’s position as a leader in environmental
sustainability reporting, the following recommendations are
included:
•• Advance processes to report Sustainable Household indicators
at a neighbourhood level
•• With advancements in data availability and data
management systems, Oakville can report several indicators
with more detail than in previous years. The town can now
take steps toward reporting Sustainable Household indicators
at a neighbourhood level. Neighbourhood level information
can inform policy and planning decisions and support
households in making meaningful behaviour changes.
•• Support the creation of an internal working group to ensure
consistent data reporting and links across data sources including
SOER, WCCD, Livable Oakville Performance Dashboard,
Open Data, and Global Covenant of Mayors for Climate
and Energy.

Education and outreach programs support increased community awareness of environmental sustainability issues. Monitoring the
number of events that the town hosts and/or participates in each year helps assess efforts in raising the profile of the environment
and supporting households and businesses in their sustainability efforts. In addition to the events reported as part of this indicator,
the town provides online education material and outreach through social media and also works to deliver programs with community
partners such as Conservation Halton, Oakvillegreen, Halton Environmental Network, Oakville Hydro and Union Gas.

Revising the traditional SOER hard copy format and report
State of the Environment Indicators online as a link on the
town’s website will be helpful to present complex information
to members of the public. Given the evolution in data availability
and reporting mechanisms, an online format offers a more
accessible and user friendly platform. The approach meets
Oakville’s strong commitment to transparency, accountability
and open data. The on-line information is available on the
town’s website.

It is difficult to compare across years given the different nature of events, partnerships and objectives. The trend, however, is towards
hosting fewer but larger events such as the Keep Calm and Adapt event and the Energy Fair which draw hundreds of participants
each year and are more effective with staff resources.
Links
Town of Oakville - Environmental Education and Learning
https://www.oakville.ca/environment/education-learning.html
Oakvillegreen Conservation Association
http://oakvillegreen.org/education-programs
Halton Environmental Network (HEN)
http://haltonenvironet.ca
Conservation Halton Educational Programs
http://www.conservationhalton.ca/community-education-and-involvement
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••

Produce a two-page summary report presented to Council
annually which is also made accessible in PDF format
A two-page summary report highlighting key findings will
be helpful to present to Council annually, instead of a full
hard copy annual report. The summary report will provide
an update on State of the Environment Indicators highlighting
areas that are going well and areas where attention is needed.
The summary report will direct Council to the online data
for further information. It is also believed a brief summary
report will be more useful to the public and for educational
purposes.
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Oakville has several indicator and data reporting platforms.
To maintain credibility among users the different platforms need
to report data consistently. Environmental Policy should support
and work with other departments to establish an internal working
group that is responsible for developing protocols to ensure
standardized reporting and processes to link and share data.
Promote SOER indicators to planners, policy makers,
operational staff, and the public to increase awareness and
use of indicators.
•• Revise SOER indicators in the year 2022 to correspond with
ESP update and data advancements.
••

Data availability, data collection and analytical tools, and potential
applications are advancing rapidly. Similarly, how municipalities
and households access and use data to improve efficiency and
sustainable decision making is changing quickly. Given the
pace of change, the SOER indicators, reporting processes and
frameworks should be updated at least every five years to
maintain the town’s position as a leader in environmental
sustainability reporting
••
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This appendix includes a list of key, relevant policies and legislation that shape the context for the implementation of the
Environmental Sustainability Strategy in Oakville. This list is not intended to be comprehensive.

Name of Policy/Legislation

Table C1 – Relevant Legislation and Policy
Order of
Name of Policy/Legislation
Government
Climate Change Action Plan,
2016

Provincial

Climate Change Mitigation and
Provincial
Low Carbon Economy Act, 2016

Endangered Species Act, 2007

Provincial

Environmental Protection Act,
1990

Provincial

Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Act, 1997

Provincial

Fisheries Act

Federal

66

Description
Ontario’s five year plan to fight climate change, reduce
greenhouse gas pollution and transition to a low-carbon
economy.
The purpose of this Act is to create a regulatory scheme
to reduce greenhouse gas in order to respond to climate
change, to protect the environment and to assist Ontarians
to: transition to a low-carbon economy; and to enable
Ontario to collaborate and coordinate its actions with similar
actions in other jurisdictions in order to ensure the efficacy
of its regulatory scheme in the context of a broader
international effort to respond to climate change.
The purposes of this Act are to: identify species at risk
based on the best available scientific information; protect
species that are at risk and their habitats, and to promote
the recovery of species that are at risk; promote stewardship
activities to assist in the protection and recovery of species
that are at risk.
The purpose of this Act is to provide for the protection and
conservation of the natural environment.
This Act provides for the regulation and protection of
wildlife and fish species. It generally serves to foster the
development of conservation programs for non-game fish
and wildlife and also serves to regulate hunting, trapping
and fishing activities in Ontario.
The main purposes of the Act are the proper management
and control of fisheries, the conservation and protection
of fish, and the protection of fish habitat and prevention
of pollution.
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Table C1 – Relevant Legislation and Policy (continued)
Order of
Government

Website
Great Lakes Protection Act, 2015

Provincial

Great Lakes Strategy, 2012

Provincial

Green Energy and Green
Economy Act, 2009

Provincial

Greenbelt Act, 2005

Provincial

Growth Plan for the Greater
Golden Horseshoe, 2017

Provincial

Invasive Species Act, 2015

Provincial

ontario.ca/page/climate-changeaction-plan

ontla.on.ca/web/bills/bills_detail.
do?locale=en&BillID=3740

ontario.ca/laws/statute/07e06

ontario.ca/laws/statute/90e19

ontario.ca/laws/statute/97f41

Description
The purposes of this Act are to: protect and restore the
ecological health of the Great Lakes-St. Lawrence River
Basin and; create opportunities for individuals and
communities to become involved in the protection and
restoration of the ecological health of the Great Lakes–
St. Lawrence River Basin.
This document is the roadmap that sets a vision, goals and
priorities to help restore, protect and conserve the Great Lakes.
This Act is intended to expand renewable energy production,
encourage energy conservation and create green jobs.
One of four provincial land use plans that work together
to manage growth, build complete communities, curb
sprawl and protect the natural environment. The Greenbelt
Plan, together with the ORMCP and the NEP, identifies
where urbanization should not occur in order to provide
permanent protection to the agricultural land base and the
ecological and hydrological features, areas and functions
occurring on this landscape.
One of four provincial land use plans that work together
to manage growth, build complete communities, curb
sprawl and protect the natural environment. It establishes
the long-term framework for where and how the region
will grow, while recognizing the realities facing our
cities and smaller communities and acknowledging what
governments can and cannot influence.
The purpose of the Act is to prevent and control the spread
of invasive species.

Website

ontario.ca/page/protecting-greatlakes

ontario.ca/page/ontarios-greatlakes-strategy
ontario.ca/laws/statute/S09012

ontario.ca/laws/statute/05g01

placestogrow.ca/images/pdfs/
ggh2017/en/growth%20plan%20
%282017%29.pdf

ontario.ca/page/stop-spreadinvasive-species

laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/f-14/
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Table C1 – Relevant Legislation and Policy (continued)
Name of Policy/Legislation
Invasive Species Strategic Plan,
2012

Order of
Government
Provincial

Lakes and Rivers Improvement
Act, 1990

Provincial

Migratory Birds Convention Act

Federal

Municipal Act, 2001

Provincial

Ontario Biodiversity Strategy,
2015

Provincial

68

Description
A strategic plan to prevent new invaders from arriving and
surviving in the province, to slow or reverse the spread of
existing invasive species and to reduce the harmful impacts
of existing invasive species.
The purposes of this Act are to provide for: the management,
protection, preservation and use of the waters of the
lakes and rivers of Ontario and the land under them;
the protection and exercise of public rights in or over the
waters of the lakes and rivers of Ontario; the protection
of the interests of riparian owners; the management,
perpetuation and use of the fish, wildlife and other natural
resources dependent on the lakes and rivers; the protection
of the natural amenities of the lakes and rivers and their
shores and banks; and the protection of persons and of
property by ensuring rules around dams.
The purpose of this Act is to implement the Convention
by protecting and conserving migratory birds — as
populations and individual birds — and their nests.
Enables municipalities to enact legislation to protect the
health and well-being of the community.
Ontario’s Biodiversity Strategy is the guiding framework for
coordinating the conservation of the province’s rich variety
of life and ecosystems. The Strategy identifies the key actions
needed to conserve Ontario’s biodiversity. Each action
relates to one or more specific objectives and outcomes
and contributes to achieving the Strategy’s vision and goals.
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Table C1 – Relevant Legislation and Policy (continued)
Website
ontario.ca/document/invasivespecies-strategic-plan-2012

ontario.ca/laws/statute/90l03

laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/
acts/m-7.01/

Name of Policy/Legislation

Order of
Government

Ontario Building Code

Provincial

Ontario Water Resources Act,
1990

Provincial

Places to Grow Act, 2005

Provincial

Provincial Policy Statement 2014

Provincial

Description
Includes new energy efficiency updates for housing and
electric vehicle charging station readiness.
The purpose of this Act is to provide for the conservation,
protection and management of Ontario’s waters and for
their efficient and sustainable use, in order to promote
Ontario’s long-term environmental, social and economic
well-being.
One of four provincial land use plans that work together to
manage growth, build complete communities, curb sprawl
and protect the natural environment. Revised Plans were
released in 2017, following public consultations from 2015
and 2016 during the Coordinated Plan Review and draft
Plan Amendments.
The Provincial Policy Statement (PPS) is the statement of
the government’s policies on land use planning. It applies
province-wide and provides clear policy direction on land
use planning to promote strong communities, a strong
economy, and a clean and healthy environment.

Website
mah.gov.on.ca/Page7393.aspx

ontario.ca/laws/statute/90o40

mah.gov.on.ca/Page215.aspx

mah.gov.on.ca/Page215.aspx

ontario.ca/laws/statute/01m25

ontariobiodiversitycouncil.ca/
ontarios-strategy/
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Table C1 – Relevant Legislation and Policy (continued)
Name of Policy/Legislation

Order of
Government

Resource Recovery and Circular
Economy Act, 2016

Smart Growth for our
Communities Act, 2015

Provincial

Species at Risk Act

Federal
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Description
This Act establishes the outcomes-based producer
responsibility regime. It: identifies the provincial interest in
resource recovery and waste reduction; establishes full
producer responsibility by making producers environmentally
accountable and financially responsible for recovering
resources and reducing waste associated with their products
and packaging; establishes authority to operate the
Resource Productivity and Recovery Registry and oversees
producer performance by conducting compliance and
enforcement activities.
One of four provincial land use plans that work together to
manage growth, build complete communities, curb sprawl
and protect the natural environment. The Act makes changes
to both the Development Charges Act and Planning Act to:
help municipalities fund growth; give residents a greater,
more meaningful say in how their communities grow;
protect and promote greenspaces; make the development
charges system more predictable, transparent and accountable;
make the planning and appeals process more predictable;
give municipalities more independence and make it easier
to resolve disputes
The purposes of the Species at Risk Act (SARA) are to prevent
wildlife species in Canada from disappearing, to provide
for the recovery of wildlife species that are extirpated
(no longer exist in the wild in Canada), endangered, or
threatened as a result of human activity, and to manage
species of special concern to prevent them from becoming
endangered or threatened.
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Table C1 – Relevant Legislation and Policy (continued)
Website

Name of Policy/Legislation

Order of
Government

Strategy for a Waste-Free
Ontario: Building the Circular
Economy, 2016

Provincial

Waste Free Ontario Act, 2016

Provincial

Water Opportunities and Water
Conservation Act, 2010

Provincial

Wetland Conservation Strategy,
2017

Provincial

ontario.ca/page/strategy-waste-freeontario-building-circular-economy

ontla.on.ca/web/bills/bills_detail.do
?locale=en&Intranet=&BillID=3176

Description
This strategy sets the vision for Ontario where waste is
seen as a resource that can be recovered, reused and
reintegrated to achieve a circular economy. It sets the stage
for the Resource Recovery and Circular Economy Act, 2016
and is required under the Waste Free Ontario Act, 2016.
This Act enacts the Resource Recovery and Circular Economy
Act, 2016 and the Waste Diversion Transition Act, 2016
and repeals the Waste Diversion Act, 2002.
This Act encourages water conservation, strengthens
sustainable municipal water planning and aims to make
Ontario a leader in developing and selling water technologies
and services.
A Wetland Conservation Strategy for Ontario is a framework
to guide the future of wetland conservation across the
province. The intent of the Strategy is to establish a common
focus to conserve wetlands, so that Ontario can achieve
greater success in a more efficient and effective manner.

Website
files.ontario.ca/
finalstrategywastefreeont_eng_
aoda1_final-s.pdf
ontla.on.ca/web/bills/bills_detail.
do?locale=en&BillID=3598

ontario.ca/laws/statute/S10019

ontario.ca/page/wetlandconservation-strategy

laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/
acts/s-15.3/
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This appendix shows the enhancements made to the
vision, guiding principles, goals, and actions from the 2011
Environmental Strategic Plan, with colour-coded mapping
to illustrate updates made during the 2017/2018 review.

Legend for Mapping
Green

Language is unchanged

Purple

Language or sentiment appears elsewhere in context
(for example, working was moved from vision
to guiding principles)

Orange	New wording
Black

Does not carry forward

Vision

Appendix D:
ESP Mapping
(2011–2018)
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2011 Vision
Oakville’s vision is to be the most livable town in Canada.
This plan recognizes that our quality of life rests on the quality
of our environment and on our respect for our natural and
cultural heritage. Individually and collectively, we act with
innovation and creativity to protect and enhance our ecological
environment, while maintaining a vibrant social, cultural and
economic base.

Guiding Principles
2011 Guiding Principles
1. Build partnerships to work towards solutions to
environmental challenges and opportunities that span
geographic and administrative boundaries.
2. Use education, communication and capacity building
to engage the community in implementing the ESP.
3. Anticipate the environmental needs of our community
and commit to the use of innovative and best practices
to facilitate continuous improvement.
4. Work together to meet our environmental goals within a
responsible fiscal, cultural and social framework, evaluating
life-cycle costs and benefits as well as social implications of
proposed actions.
5. Act openly and transparently in planning, decision-making
and implementation.
6. Include accountability measures to ensure we meet present
and future needs of Oakville for a healthy environment.
7. Act as both advocates and stewards for Oakville’s
environment.
8. Ensure that our local actions contribute to the resolution
of regional and global environmental issues.
9. Ensure that all residents have an equal opportunity to
contribute to the implementation of the ESP.
10. Embrace adaptive management as a key component

2018 Vision
Oakville’s vision is to be the most livable town in Canada.
We act with innovation and a sense of purpose to enhance
the resiliency of our environmental, social, cultural, and
economic base.

Environmental sustainability strategy (2018–2022)

73

2018 Guiding Principles
•• Partnerships: We build strong, inclusive partnerships with
businesses, our community, and other government agencies
to solve environmental challenges and opportunities.
•• Engagement: We are advocates for the environment; we use
education, communication and capacity building to engage
the community and corporation.
•• Resiliency: We are adaptive and integrated in our approach
to implementation.
•• Openness: We act transparently to be accountable in our
decision-making.
•• Responsibility: We ensure that our local actions contribute to
the resolution of regional and global environmental issues.
•• Leadership: We are at the forefront of anticipating and
meeting Oakville’s present and future environmental needs
through innovative and best practices.

Goals
2011 Goals
Goal 1: To sustain and enhance our natural environment
Goal 2: To reduce our resource consumption and waste
production
Goal 3: To establish an environmentally friendly transportation
network
Goal 4: To create and support a healthy, resilient community
Goal 5: To foster environmental stewardship through education
Goal 6: To lead in applying innovative, best environmental
management practices
2018 Goals
Goal 1: To sustain and enhance our natural environment
Goal 2: To reduce our resource consumption and waste
production
Goal 3: To establish support a sustainable friendly
transportation network
Goal 4: To create and support a healthy, resilient community
Goal 5: To foster environmental stewardship and education
Goal 6: To lead in applying innovative, best environmental
management practices

Appendix E:
Town
Resources
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The Environmental Policy Department, through the implementation of the Environmental Strategic Plan, will continue to support the
execution of the environmental elements of the town’s existing and future master plans, policies and activities.

••

Living the Green Life
https://www.oakville.ca/environment/environmental-stewardship.html

From a municipal perspective, the ESP is a unique plan. It is not singular in focus; instead, it pulls together ideas, concepts and actions
from multiple departments and multiple subjects.

••

Municipal Natural Assets Initiative
In Progress

••

Natural Heritage System
https://www.oakville.ca/townhall/natural-heritage-system.html

••

North Oakville Creeks Subwatershed Study
https://www.oakville.ca/townhall/new-communities-of-oakville-policy.html

••

North Oakville Urban Forest Strategic Management Plan
http://www.oakville.ca/townhall/north-oakville-urban-forest-strategic-management-plan.html

Note that the ESP brings together actions from multiple plans; however, it also contains discrete actions, not represented elsewhere
in municipal plans. In that way, the ESP also serves to fill gaps in environmental responsibility.
The ESP is a “fresh” umbrella resource to reflect and direct (but not duplicate) what Oakville is doing for the environment across the
Corporation. Therefore, to be successful, the ESP needs to create strong linkages to foundational municipal documents and their
supporting actions, including:
••

Active Transportation Master Plan (ATMP) — and associated implementation reports
http://www.oakville.ca/assets/general%20-%20residents/ATMPreport.pdf

••

Oakville Harbours Master Plan — in progress
http://www.oakville.ca/culturerec/harbours-master-plan.html

••

Anti-Idling By-law
https://www.oakville.ca/environment/anti-idling.html

••

Oakville Road Ecology Strategy (draft)
In progress

••

Building Adaptive and Resilient Communities (BARC)
https://www.oakville.ca/environment/climate-change-adaptation-initiative.html

••

Oakville Wildlife Strategy
http://www.oakville.ca/assets/general%20-%20environment/OWLSFinalPDF.pdf

••

Biodiversity Strategy — in progress
https://www.oakville.ca/environment/biodiversity.html

••

Park Ambassador Program
https://www.oakville.ca/culturerec/park-ambassador-program.html

••

Ecological Footprint
https://www.oakville.ca/environment/ecological-footprint.html

••

Parks, Recreation, Library Master Plan
http://www.oakville.ca/townhall/parks-recreation-library-master-plan.html

••

Energy Conservation and Demand Management Plan
http://www.oakville.ca/assets/general%20-%20environment/CDMPlan2014-2019TRv1.pdf

••

Public Consultation: Employment and Commercial Review
http://www.oakville.ca/assets/2011%20planning/summaryreport.pdf

••

General Environmental Policy EN-GEN-00 — and associated implementation reports
http://www.oakville.ca/townhall/en-gen-001.html

••

Public Consultation: Urban Structure Review
http://www.oakville.ca/planoakville/urban-structure-review.html

••

Green Development standards/checklist — update in progress
In progress

••

Public Engagement Guide
http://www.oakville.ca/images/public-engagement-guide.pdf

••

Growing Livability (i-tree report – background for UFSMP)
http://www.oakville.ca/assets/general%20-%20culture%20recreation/itree-growing-livability-report.pdf

••

Salt Management Plan
TBD

••

Health Protection Air Quality By-law Program
http://www.oakville.ca/environment/health-protection-air-quality.html

••

Sediment Management Strategy Study
https://www.oakville.ca/culturerec/sediment-management-study.html

••

Livable Oakville (Official Plan)
https://www.oakville.ca/townhall/livable-oakville-official-plan.html

••

Shoreline Inventory and Assessment Study
https://www.oakville.ca/environment/shoreline.html
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••

Solid Waste Management Plan (with Region)
http://www.halton.ca/cms/One.aspx?portalId=8310&pageId=151511#q8

••

SOER Annual Reports
http://www.oakville.ca/environment/state-of-oakville-environment-report.html

••

State of the Environment (SOER)–2016
http://www.oakville.ca/environment/state-of-oakville-environment-report.html

••

Storm Water Master Plan
https://www.oakville.ca/environment/stormwater-master-plan.html

••

Storm Sewer Management Plan — in progress Phase 1 completed 2015
https://www.oakville.ca/environment/stormwater-sewers.html

••

Sustainable Building Design Procedure
http://www.oakville.ca/townhall/en-gen-001.html

••

Sustainable Green Fleet Procedure
http://www.oakville.ca/townhall/en-gen-001.html

••

Sustainable Purchasing Procedure
http://www.oakville.ca/townhall/en-gen-001.html

••

Towards Zero Waste Procedure
http://www.oakville.ca/townhall/en-gen-001.html

••

Transit Review–2015
https://securepwa.oakville.ca/sirepub/cache/107/323gcersn5dl3l2ixsfumery/34749109112017021340669.PDF

••

Transportation Master Plan
http://www.oakville.ca/townhall/switching-gears-tmp.html

••

Tree Protection Policy EN-TRE-001
http://www.oakville.ca/townhall/en-tre-001.html

••

Urban Forest Strategic Management Plan — update in progress
http://www.oakville.ca/assets/general%20-%20residents/2008UFSMP.pdf

••

Urban Structure Review
http://www.oakville.ca/planoakville/urban-structure-review.html

••

Vision 2057
https://www.oakville.ca/townhall/vision-2057.html
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