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INTRODUCTION
Oakville is renowned for its abundance of public green spaces that enhance the quality of life for its residents. These
green spaces have been carefully planned or designated and include passive and active parks, urban forests, valley
lands, wetlands and other natural areas. Responsible land use planning is vital to the sustainability of a safe, healthy,
and secure urban environment. Planning for our community involves both the natural and built environments to
improve our society and its land.
The Town is working with other levels of governments, community organizations, businesses and individual residents
to better conserve, connect and restore the green spaces that are considered vital features of Oakville’s landscape.
Stemming from Official Plan Amendment 198 Minutes of Settlement, this “Healthy Green Strategy for Public Lands”
outlines the many initiatives the Town has underway to promote, maintain and enhance the long-term ecological
health of the Town’s parks and open spaces and is the first stage in developing the strategy called for in that
settlement. Ultimately, our goal is cleaner air, cleaner sources of water, more wildlife habitat, better soil conservation,
new recreational opportunities, and a better connection to nature for both residents and visitors alike.
While Oakville’s Environmental Strategic Plan (ESP), sets out principles for preservation, protection and ongoing
environmental measures, this guide provides information needed for public discussion and development of one part
of that plan.

 The OPA 198 Terms of Settlement outlines requirements for the Town as part of an OMB settlement with Oakvillegreen and
Clear the Air Coalition. Information can be found at www.oakville.ca/media_files/102minutesSettlement.pdf.



I M P O R TA N C E O F G R E E N S P A C E S
There is a large demand in Oakville for recreational areas, both
“The Ontario Medical Association (OMA) has
active and passive. With that in mind, public open spaces should
estimated that air pollution in Halton Region
be functional - not just pretty places to view from a distance.
contributes to approximately 190 premature deaths,
Oakville residents are passionately involved in active sports,
540 hospital admissions, 2,010 emergency room
including soccer, lacrosse, rugby, football, baseball, and lawn
visits, and 1 million minor illness days each year”
bowling. Others are interested in passive pursuits, such as walking
(OMA, 2005).
along trails and quietly enjoying Oakville’s many natural areas. In
fact, the number and variety of parks and open spaces contributes
significantly to the quality of life of Oakville residents and livability of the Oakville community.
As part of the ecosystem, open green spaces are extremely important as they contribute to improved air quality,
providing habitat for the wildlife, and by meeting the recreational needs of Oakville residents.
About 16 percent of Oakville is considered to be public “green space” that includes the Town’s parks, urban forest, valley
lands, wetlands and other natural areas. Oakville’s urban forest is a key part of Oakville’s overall green space. Within
the Town, there are more than 120 kilometres of active streams, 50 woodlands of various sizes, and a wide variety of
wetlands and vegetation communities. There are also 100,000 trees on public streets, parks and valleys throughout
Oakville and each year, the Town plants about 2,000 residential street trees and park trees in new developments.
Overall there are 1.9 million trees in Oakville; 43% are Town-owned and 57% are distributed over 9 land use types
on private property and lands owned by other levels of government and non-government agencies. Oakville’s urban
forest canopy average is 29.1%.
An important part of our urban forest is the Iroquois Shoreline Woods (ISW). The ISW is a 70 acre (35 hectare) natural
woodland park designated as an Area of Natural and Scientific Interest (ANSI) by the Province of Ontario. It is one of
the largest forested upland areas below the Niagara Escarpment between Toronto and Hamilton. While the land is
owned by the Province of Ontario, these woods are managed by the Town of Oakville. Oakville has restricted the use
of the ISW Park to passive recreation and conservation purposes. In 2006, this forest was designated as a Certified
Forest by Smartwood Canada in accordance with the principles of the internationally-recognized Forest Stewardship
Council of Canada.
Sixteen Mile Creek valley is another important natural feature within the Town of Oakville. This Candidate Life
Science Area of Natural and Scientific Interest (ANSI) is a wide deeply carved river channel that has developed diverse
plant communities. The ravine is well wooded with high quality deciduous and mixed forests. The valley sides show a
variability of plant cover due to the north/east and south/west aspects of the slopes. This provides habitat for various
vegetation species unique to this area that are usually found in more southern locations such as black maple, black
oak, sassafras and moonseed. Prairie grasses can also be found on dry south facing slopes.
There are two other candidate ANSI sites in north Oakville. The Provincially Significant Oakville - Milton Wetlands
and Uplands is a candidate Life Science Upland representative of kettle and headwater wetlands and drier tableland
forests. The Trafalgar Moraine area is a candidate Earth Sciences ANSI as a Provincially Significant glacial feature.
(Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources, September 2006).
ANSI’s: Trafalgar Moraine Earth Science • Joshua’s Creek Pop-Up Earth Science • Bronte Creek Valley Earth Science
• Iroquois Ridge Shoreline Woods Life Science • Bronte Creek Valley Life Science • Candidate Oakville - Wetland and
Upland Life Science • Candidate Sixteen Mile Creek Valley Life Science
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G R E E N S PA C E S Q U I C K F A C T S
Oakville has…
• 1,400 hectares of parkland, 200 parks including 31
waterfront parks and 700 hectares of valley land
• 120 kilometres of active streams
• 14 kilometres of Lake Ontario shoreline
• 35 hectares of waterfront park, with 17 kilometres of
waterfront trail
• Approximately 140 kilometres of park trails, many
following valley lands
• More than 50 woodlands of various sizes and a wide
variety of wetlands and vegetation communities
• Over 900 species of plants, including 5 provincially rare
species and 145 regionally or locally rare species
• 185 bird species, 30 amphibian and reptile species, 29
mammals and 58 fish species (Halton Natural Area Inventory)
• Three areas of Earth Science and four areas of Life
Science; Natural and Scientific Interest
• More than 100,000 trees on public lands, maintained
by the Parks and Open Space Department with
approximately 2,000 new street trees planted per year
• Managed public green spaces with virtual elimination of
pesticides since 2002
• 16 stormwater management ponds currently owned
by the Town with 12 coming under Town operations
within 5 years
According to a 2006 citizen survey, approximately 82 percent
of residents considered the Town’s efforts to protect the
environment to be very important and over 82 percent of
residents consider the amount of green space available to
be very important.
“Greenspace serves many different purposes and provides
a number of public health benefits as well. It can also be
used to separate emission sources, such as highways, from
sensitive land uses such as homes and schools. While trees
and vegetation do release volatile organic compounds that
combine with nitrogen oxides to produce ground-level ozone
in the sunlight during the growing season, they also absorb
some air pollutants from the air and can trap airborne fine
particulate matter which prevents if from floating around in
the air. Trees and vegetation also capture greenhouse gases
which helps slow climate change. By providing shade, trees
can also reduce the “heat island effect” that occurs when
pavement, concrete, and building in urban areas absorb
heat.” (Sustainable Halton, Halton Region, 2007).



WHAT WE’RE DOING
The Town of Oakville’s commitment to environmental stewardship is showcased in the many programs, services and
initiatives undertaken every year. Take a look below and see how you can get involved.

KEY INITIATIVES
Environmental Strategic Plan -- Moving Ahead
Oakville has developed an Environmental Strategic Plan (ESP) as
part of the Town’s “Blueprint Oakville” planning initiatives. The
ESP outlines goals, targets and plans to achieve environmental
protection and improvements across the Town.
Many of the recommendations of the ESP (refer to pages 12 to 14)
relate to the objectives of healthy green space management. These
recommendations, brought forward through the community-based
development of the ESP, provide a framework for efforts to protect
Oakville’s green spaces to ensure that they are healthy, maintained
and promoted. Specifically Goal 1 defines actions to sustain and
enhance our natural resources - airsheds, watersheds, shoreline,
landscapes, flora and fauna.
Parks, Recreation, Culture and Library Master Plan (PRCL)
The primary goal of the PRCL is to establish a long-range parks, recreation, culture and library strategy to enhance
the quality of life of all residents by promoting social, learning, cultural and recreational opportunities. Highlights of
the 20-plus year master plan include more funding towards the extension and development of trails and the creation
of new soccer fields.
Key principles include providing leadership in environmental stewardship by
preserving, protecting and enhancing the Town’s unique natural and heritage
resources, placing priority on protecting valley lands and waterfront lands,
sustaining the urban forest and encouraging the greening of the Town. Thirty
one recommendations (refer to pages 15 to 18) outline actions to protect and
enhance the Town’s parks, open space and trails.
Urban Forestry
The Town’s Urban Forestry section is responsible for the planting, protection,
maintenance and removal of trees on municipal property and for developing
urban forestry policies for the Town. About 20,000 of the Town’s 100,000 trees
are under active management. Urban Forestry staff routinely monitor the urban
forests for diseases and invasive insects. Staff also review Tree Preservation Plans
for new plans of subdivision, site plan applications, engineering and construction,
Region of Halton capital projects, and utility installations to safeguard and protect
Town trees.
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Best practices are included in the management of the Town’s urban forests. The Town has been undertaking a
“prescribed burn” program at the Iroquois Shoreline Woods (ISW). This practice uses a deliberately set and carefully
controlled low fire that does not harm larger trees but stimulates growth and encourages regeneration of naturally
occurring and planted seedlings.
Oakville’s ISW is Canada’s first municipal lower-tier forest to be certified by Smartwood in accordance with the
principles and criteria of the Forest Stewardship Council (FSC). The Eastern Ontario Model Forest (EOMF) facilitates
the process of obtaining various forest certificates for itself and its partners. Smartwood is the third part auditor for
EOMF. Smartwood is accredited by the FSC and has the authority to certify forests as well managed in accordance
with the FSC Standards for Well-Managed Forests in the Central and Southern Great Lakes-St. Lawrence Forests of
Ontario.
Certification will assist the Town of Oakville to attain high standards of forest stewardship through annual independent
third party audits that ensure the best forest management practices are being applied.
Oakville is incorporating new science into green space management. Street trees generally experience harsh conditions
as a result of limited usable soil volume and poor nutrient conditions for root growth. In an urban setting, the soil
becomes compacted from the weight of the pavement and trampling, limiting water infiltration as well as root
expansion. The Town is working on a CU-Structural SoilTM pilot project, using an engineered soil intended for urban
sites to provide adequate soil volumes and extra space for tree roots under pavement.
Urban Forest Strategic Management Plan
In an effort to improve air quality in Oakville, the Town is
establishing an Urban Forest Strategic Management Plan for
the lands within the Town. This Plan will establish policies and
practices for urban forest preservation, replacement of aging
trees, and reforestation.
Major objectives include:
• Enhancing the urban forest by improving quality and
quantity of the urban forest
• Maintaining the municipal urban forest under the principles
of sound infrastructure management that recognize and
promote it as a “green” asset
• Developing and implementing a public education program to
promote awareness of public trees and care of private trees
Urban Forest Effects Model (UFORE)
UFORE is a predictive measurement tool that has been
developed by the United States Forest Service that uses various
data to quantify urban forest structure and numerous urban
forest effects across the municipality. Using standardized field
data from randomly located plots, local meteorological and
air pollution data, the project calculates numerous attributes
about the urban forest.
Oakville is at the forefront of urban forestry management with
the implementation of the UFORE model as an integral tool.



A random sample of 372 plots Town wide provided the data for input into the model. The data was analyzed by
the U.S. Forest Service, Syracuse, NY. A partner in the Town’s UFORE project is the Faculty of Forestry, University of
Toronto. The University of Toronto has previously assisted the City of Toronto on a UFORE project.
A Town report on the UFORE project is complete (October 2006). The report outlines 25 action items (refer to pages
19 to 20) to enhance and protect Oakville’s urban forest. These action items as approved by Council in early 2007
are being incorporated into the Urban Forest Strategic Management Plan.
Natural Heritage System (NHS)
An NHS is defined as a connected group of natural areas, and the native flora, fauna, and related geological features
and landforms that contribute to the health and biodiversity of the natural environment. Natural heritage systems
may include natural core areas (such as areas of natural and scientific interest, wetlands, or wildlife habitat), natural
corridors (such as rivers, streams, lakeshores, or ravines), and natural connecting links (such as, but not limited to,
hedgerows, tree lines, or restored road or rail allowances) that connect natural core and corridor areas. Oakville’s
NHS for north Oakville will bring about 900 hectares into public stewardship. It will be a viable, functioning system
that includes all key natural features within the urban area. In June 2006, several major north Oakville landowners
committed to donating over 145 hectares (356 acres) of land to help create this sustainable natural environment. The
final NHS areas will be confirmed through approvals by the Ontario Municipal Board of the North Oakville Secondary
Plans. Further, Ontario Realty Corporation has set aside 263 hectares (650 acres) as part of the natural heritage
system, which will be managed by Conservation Halton.
North Oakville Secondary Plans
North Oakville encompasses approximately 3,100 hectares (7600 acres) of land north of Dundas Street. The North
Oakville East and West Secondary Plans, which will be part of the Town’s Official Plan, are tremendous achievements
that are shared by the Town, the landowners, the public and other levels of government. The Plans, which are
comprehensive, balanced and sustainable, will aid in creating one of Canada’s most green and livable communities.
The Plans break new ground in creating environmentally-friendly and sustainable communities supportive of a
live/work balance. Development in North Oakville (based on the New Urbanism approach) will be transit-friendly,
walkable, compact and a diverse community for approximately 50,000 people. With employment areas to support
25,000 new jobs, North Oakville will reduce the need for lengthy commuting and promote the use of alternative
transportation such as walking, cycling and transit. Information on the North Oakville Secondary Plans can be found
at www.oakville.ca/bponosp.htm.

OTHER INITIATIVES
20-Minute Makeover
Year after year, litter continues to make headlines, and the message is clear. Litter impacts property values, invites
theft and damage, creates a breeding ground for fire and disease, creates safety hazards, and costs money to
control. Oakville’s 20-Minute Makeover is an annual event that asks citizens to get outside for 20 minutes to pick up
litter around their workplace, school or home. In past years, more than 10,000 people across Oakville took part in
the event to clean up their community.
Adopt-a-Park, Adopt-a-Trail, Adopt-a-Road
Oakville’s Pick-a-Parcel program comprising the ‘Adopt-a-Park, Trail or Road”, offers volunteers an opportunity to
make a contribution to the Oakville community by helping to clean up the Town’s parklands and open spaces. With
over 1,350 hectares of playing fields, meadows and natural parkland and over 140 km of trails, the Town encourages
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the support of volunteers to help maintain its diverse park system. Volunteers play an important role in keeping
Oakville’s parks clean and beautiful by participating in clean-ups and litter pick-up, horticultural bed maintenance
and a variety of classroom environmental projects.
Trail Guide
The Town partnered with local agencies in a Conservation Halton-led initiative to develop “Halton Hikes: 50 Great
Hiking Trails” to support outdoor adventures close to home. (Conservation Halton. 2007)
Arbour Week
The Town has been celebrating Arbour Week for over 25 years to raise awareness about the important role of trees
in creating and maintaining a healthy environment. Each year, Grade 4 school children in Oakville are invited by
Town Urban Forestry staff to participate in planting a shade tree at their school. As part of Arbour Week celebrations,
the Town has planted more than 1,000 oak seedlings at prime sites in Iroquois Shoreline Woods Park.
Pesticide By-Law
In February 2007, Town Council approved Pesticide By-Law 2007-036 with amendment By-Law 2007-123, to
regulate the use of pesticides within the Town of Oakville. The by-law comes into effect on January 1, 2008. ByLaw implementation is supported by an outreach education, and enforcement program. Refer to www.oakville.ca
for Oakville’s Guide to Gardening Naturally for more information on how to comply with the by-law.
Naturally Green - Pesticide Awareness
Naturally Green is a partnership among Oakville, Halton Region, the City of Burlington, the Town of Milton and
the Town of Halton Hills. In 2003, the partners launched a public education and awareness program to inform the
public about the potential risks of and alternatives to pesticides. The Naturally Green education program encourages
residents to consider alternatives for growing a healthy lawn and garden.
The Town of Oakville has developed an active program to virtually eliminate the use of pesticides on public lands
and uses pesticides on an emergency basis only in compliance with the new by-law. Using an ecological approach
to the management of plant health problems response is based first on horticultural practices, with other controls
(biological, cultural, genetic or mechanical) applied only when necessary, in compliance with the Pesticide By-law
2007-036. This framework serves to protect human health and respects the environment.
The Town focuses on best management practices, e.g. in turf management, and alternatives that will improve the
sustainability of Oakville’s green spaces.
These include:
• Different cutting practices to increase the hardiness of turf and reduce weed invasion.
• The installation of water efficient centralized weather-based irrigation systems.
• Using alternative ground covers within boulevards.
• Fertilization programs based on soil analysis
• Identifying acceptable ground cover material, which strengthens soil structure, supports wildlife habitat, and is
resilient as well as aesthetically pleasing.
• Increasing mowing height during lawn maintenance to increase the vigor of the turf and reduce emissions.
• Aquaciding (applying hot water) instead of using non-selective weed killers on hard surfaces, medians, playgrounds
and splash pads.
• Using horticultural strength vinegar in horticulture display areas.
• Increased use of naturalization.



Naturalization
Naturalization is a process by which altered or degraded ecosystems
are managed to regenerate into a more natural area consisting of
native species. The term is used to indicate a movement towards
natural and diverse landscapes, as well as ecosystems that have
less human interference or management. They might be wetlands,
meadows, or woodlots.
Naturalization projects in Oakville include:
Lower Wedgewood Creek: Stream bank protection through the
use of naturalized techniques. Components such as live stakes,
fascines, pools and bend-way weirs have been constructed to
address bank erosion.
Munn’s Creek: This project re-introduced a stream into a
neighbourhood following 30+ years of being buried underground.
Fourteen Mile Creek: A stream restoration project embracing
bioengineering solutions, river training devices, and habitat
enhancements.
Park Shoreline Improvements: Restoration of one kilometre of
shoreline to replace deteriorated structures with effective protection,
including fish habitat and public walkway enhancements.
Oakville Environmental Fund
The Town of Oakville worked with the Community Foundation
of Oakville to set up an endowment fund, specifically to preserve
and enhance the quality of Oakville’s environment. This Oakville
Environmental Fund (OEF) will provide a legacy for future
generations. Working with local organizations, the OEF will
consider projects that:
• Preserve and enhance the natural beauty of our lands, parks,
rivers and shorelines
• Protect native species of plants and wildlife
• Promote environmentally friendly behaviours that reduce energy
and water consumption and the strain on local landfill sites.
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H E A LT H Y G R E E N S P A C E S O P P O R T U N I T I E S
In developing this guide, meetings were held with Town staff with responsibilities related to green space management.
The meetings helped to identify the relationship of this guide to the Environmental Strategic Plan, the Parks, Recreation,
Culture and Library Master Plan, the Urban Forestry Strategic Management Plan, the Urban Forest Effects Model
results, departmental projects and practices, and established community partnerships.
A number of future opportunities were identified within the Town’s key initiatives that support the Town’s green
strategies for public lands to:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

10

Develop and implement management plans for
identified sensitive areas.
Develop and distribute a land stewardship guide
for land developers.
Assess local urban forest cover and develop and
attain targets for urban forest cover.
Create a campaign to help residents recognize
and reduce the number of invasive species.
Encourage households and businesses to implement some form of ecological landscaping.
Naturalize 25 percent of the Town’s publicly
owned open space by 2010.
Have 25 percent of Oakville’s schools with
ecologically landscaped areas by 2010.
Implement a community-led Native Plant Salvage
program.
Reclaim water for irrigation.
Continue the work of Halton Partners for
Naturally Green.
Develop and maintain a contiguous network of
safe walking paths throughout Oakville.
To decrease the amount of litter in Oakville.
Incorporate sustainable development practices,
provincially-approved Places to Grow concepts,
and consideration for the community, culture,
health, safety, employment and environment
during construction and development.
Increase, protect and improve access to existing
green spaces and outdoor recreational and
leisure areas.
Continue to promote the harbors, festivals and
recreational tourism to support community
vitality and ecotourism.
Augment the Oakville Environmental Fund.

C O M M U N I T Y I N V O LV E M E N T
As stewards of the natural environment, the Town of Oakville and its citizens, have a significant influence over the
health of the place we call home.
The Town is committed to environmental protection and promoting the awareness of environmental policies, issues
and initiatives.
Involving the community is a major component of this guide to healthy green spaces. Oakville realizes that in order
to successfully reach the targets set within its many environmental initiatives, an aware, educated and active public
is essential.

PA R T N E R S H I P S
Oakville is known for its tremendous community involvement. Although we cannot name every person or organization
that gives back to our community, we have compiled a list of our partners for those looking to get involved. The
following groups have acted as stewards of the environment by participating in or donating to community-based
projects that help improve green spaces within Oakville. See following sections for references and resources.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

20-Minute Makeover participants and sponsors
Abbey Park High School
Adopt-a-Park, Adopt-a-Trail, Adopt-a-Road partners
Bronte Horticultural Society
Community Foundation of Oakville
Conservation Halton
Credit River Anglers Association
Environment Canada
Evergreen Foundation
Families and Nature Club
Gardens off Drugs
Ground Breakers Oakville
Halton Environment Network
Halton Region
Naturally Green
Oakville Community Centre for Peace, Ecology &
Human Rights
Oakvillegreen Conservation Association
Oakville Horticultural Society
Oakville residents’ associations
Petro-Canada
South Peel Naturalists Club
T.A. Blakelock High School
Toronto Dominion Friends of the Environment
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FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES
The opportunities included in the recommendations within the Town’s Environmental Strategic Plan (ESP) are:
PARTNERSHIPS/
OPPORTUNITY
TASKS/PROGRAMS
TIME FRAME
RESPONSIBILITY
Develop and implement
• Identify sensitive core
Short term
• Town (lead)
management plans for 10
areas based on outcome of
(1-2yrs),
• Community Partners
previously identified
sub watershed and regional
Medium Term
• Region
sensitive areas.
studies.
(2-5yrs)
• Conservation Halton
• Develop and implement
Reference
management plans
• ESP (Action 1.1.1)
• North Oakville Secondary Plan
(NOSP)/Subwatershed Studies
Develop and distribute a land
stewardship guide for land
developers

• Consult landowners,
developers and builders
• Develop and distribute guide

• Town (lead)
• Conservation Halton
• Industry professionals

Short term
(1-2yrs)

• Conduct tree assessment
• Develop an Urban Forestry
Management Plan
• Private Tree By-law
consultation
• Create education and public
awareness campaign
• Encourage on-going tree
plantings
• Develop community
partnerships

•
•
•
•

Town (lead)
Community Partners
Region
Conservation Halton

Short term
(1-2yrs),
Underway

• Develop an identification
guide for invasive species
• Develop and distribute
information guide
• Offer information and
sources for native plant
material that is a suitable
replacement for invasive species
• Create education and public
awareness campaign

• Town (lead)
• Community Partners
• Conservation Halton

Short term
(1-2yrs)

• Increase the amount of money
in the fund
• Number and type of
environmental initiatives
carried out

• Community Foundation
of Oakville (lead)
• Town

Underway

Reference
• ESP (Action 1.1.2)
Assess local urban forest
cover and develop and attain
targets for urban forest cover
based on original assessment
Reference
• Urban Forestry Strategic
Management Plan
• ESP (Action 1.1.4)

Create a campaign to
help residents recognize
and reduce the number of
invasive species.
Reference
• ESP (Action 1.1.5)
• Parks and Open Spaces

Establish and grow an
Oakville Environmental Fund
Reference
• ESP (Action 1.1.6)
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OPPORTUNITY
Naturalize 25 percent of the
Town’s publicly-owned open
space by 2010.
Reference
• ESP (Action 1.4.2)
• Parks and Open Space
• Conservation Halton
• Region
Develop and maintain a
network of safe walking and
cycling paths throughout
Oakville.
Reference
• Planning Services
• Parks and Open Space
• Recreation and Culture
• ESP (Action 3.2.1)
• Parks, Culture, Recreation &
Library Master Plan (PRCL)

TASKS/PROGRAMS
• Town to identify priority areas
for naturalization
• Town to set percentage per
year to naturalize to meet 25
percent goal.
• Develop partnerships with
Conservation Halton, schools,
community groups and the
Region to plant native species
on public lands
• Conduct a community-based
inventory of the existing bike/
walking trail network: analyze
the coverage, extent, and gaps.
• Ensure that bike and walking
paths are separate to
promote safety, and that each
is connected to major activity
generators
• Promote walking/cycling as a
transportation alternative

Decrease the amount of litter • Improve and maintain
community cleanliness by
in Oakville.
increasing the number of
garbage cans in public areas,
Reference
maintaining anti-litter
• ESP (Action 4.1.1)
campaigns, and encouraging
• PRCL
people to adopt a trail and/or
• Parks and Open Space
parks
• Roads and Works
• Investigate design options
• Communications
and work towards developing
garbage cans with private
sector partners
Improve access to
greenspace and
recreational areas.

• Ongoing communications
showcasing all outdoor
recreational areas, parks, trails
and green spaces

PARTNERSHIPS/
RESPONSIBILITIES
• Town (lead)
• Community Partners
• Region
• Conservation Halton

TIME FRAME
Underway/
Medium Term
(2-5yrs) Long Term
(5yrs +)

• Town (lead)

Short term
(1-2yrs)/
Medium Term
(2-5yrs)/
Long Term
(5yrs +)

• Community (lead)
• Town
• Community Foundation
of Oakville

Underway

• Town (lead)

Underway

Reference
• ESP (Action 4.4.3)
• PRCL
• Parks and Open Space
• Recreation and Culture
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OPPORTUNITY
Incorporate sustainable
development
practices,Provinciallyapproved Places to Grow
concepts,and consideration
during construction and
development.
Reference
• ESP (Action 4.2.1)
• Development Services
• Planning Services
• PRCL
• NOSP/Subwatershed
Studies
• Official Plan (OP) Review

Increase and protect existing
green spaces and outdoor
recreational and leisure
areas.
Reference
• ESP (Action 4.4.1)
• PRCL
• Parks and Open Space
• Recreation and Culture
• NOSP/Subwatershed
Studies
Have 25 percent of
Oakville’s schools with
ecologically landscaped
areas by 2010.
Reference
• ESP (Action 1.4.3)

14

TASKS/PROGRAMS
• Continue to consider
and incorporate sustainable
development , LEED principles
and concepts when planning
new communities
• Complete community
improvement plans and
develop streetscape guidelines
and walkable, mass transit
oriented design
• All new development to
comply with Sub watershed
Studies
• Consider the Task Force
on Tools and Mechanisms
to Support Intensification,
Revitalization and
Redevelopment

PARTNERSHIPS
Responsibility
• Town (lead)
• Region
• Conservation Halton
• Province
• Developers
• Community

TIME FRAME
Underway/
Short term (1-2yrs)/
Medium Term (2-5yrs) Long Term (5yrs +)

• Create green space inventory
on the and outdoor
recreational areas to identify
gaps and assess areas for
improvement.
• Increase the number of green
spaces, parks and outdoor
recreational facilities
• Monitor the quality of
outdoor recreational and
leisure areas and recommend
improvements

Responsibility
• Town (lead)

Underway/
Short term (1-2yrs)/
Medium Term (2-5yrs) Long Term (5yrs +)

• Determine percentage of
schools that have naturalized
areas
• Design naturalized areas and
implement maintenance plans
• Create a program to achieve a
percentage of naturalization
each year
• Create award for schools
• Conserve natural areas/
features when new schools
are built

Responsibility
• Local school boards
(lead)
• Town
• Community Partners
• Region
• Conservation Halton

Underway/
Medium Term (2-5yrs) Long Term (5yrs +)

The opportunities included within the Parks, Recreation, Culture, and Library Master Plan are:
Topic Area			
Classification

Recommendation

C1

The North Oakville Secondary Plans should include the provision of trails,
walkways and/or bicycle paths in “core preserve areas” and “linkage preserve
areas”, where appropriate.

Provision Standards C2

Within developing residential areas, the Town shall continue to strive to maintain a
provision level of 2.2 hectares of municipal Neighbourhood and Community parkland
per 1,000 population.

C3

Although there are presently no major gaps in terms of parkland and natural area
distribution in Oakville, the Town should ensure that geographic accessibility remains
a priority in the future. Although the Town may decide to locate parkland in nonresidential areas (where appropriate) in order to meet overall provision standards, in
urbanized residential areas the Town should attempt to provide one or more playgrounds
within 800 metres of all residential units.

C4

To keep pace with growth, the Town should continue to target the acquisition and/
or dedication of appropriate levels of Neighbourhood and Community parkland (2.2
hectares/1000 residents) in new residential communities.

C5

Should future parkland dedications not be sufficient to maintain a supply of 2.2 hectares
of active parkland per 1,000 residents, the Town should consider increasing its park
supplies in these areas. While acquisition of new parkland may be the most favourable
approach to ensuring long-term access to parks, appropriate non-acquisition based
strategies should also be considered.

C6

The Town should continue to implement the policies in its Official Plan regarding the
establishment of a continuous linear park along the Lake Ontario waterfront. To achieve
this goal, acquisition, dedication, easement agreements, etc. should be pursued.

C7

The Town should acquire parkland at the maximum applicable rate as permitted by the
Planning Act. For each opportunity, the Town should consider the benefits of both
parkland dedication and cash-in-lieu prior to deciding which requirement to pursue.

C8

Should the Town decide to acquire parkland through means other than dedication, nonacquisition based options should be fully explored prior to acquiring additional land.

C9

The Town should continue its practice of not accepting passive “natural area” lands as
part of the required parkland dedication.

Land Requirements

Parkland
Acquisition and
Development
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Topic Area			

Recommendation

Parkland
Acquisition and
Development
(continued)

C10

In areas that presently have adequate supplies of active parkland, acquisition of nonmunicipal parkland (e.g., schoolyards of surplus schools) should not pursued unless there
are no reasonable alternatives (e.g., publicly accessible neighbourhood or community
parks with playground equipment) within approximately 800 metres.

Waterfront Park
System

C11

The Town should continue to implement the policies in its Official Plan relating to linear
waterfront parks. There remains a strong desire to acquire or secure a continuous linear
strip of public parkland across the entire Oakville shoreline.

C12

The Town should develop a Waterfront Parks Linkage Plan outlining a phased strategy
to establish a continuous linear strip of public parkland across the entire Oakville
shoreline.

C13

The Town should continue to work to improve awareness and understanding within the
community about the natural heritage system, the features and areas it contains, and
how to maintain and enhance its resources.

C14

While the Town will continue to promote community-building and tourism-generating
special events that take place in its parks, primarily throughout the summer months, this
shall not be done at the expense of the environmental integrity of the parks.

C15

The Town should continue to maintain a commitment to accessibility, safety, and
security within its entire parks and pathway system. In recognition of the Town’s aging
population, greater attention should be paid to the development of amenities such as
washrooms (in Community Parks) and benches/seating areas.

C16

Within Community Parks the Town should, wherever possible, cluster the same type
of playing fields together to increase a sense of form and function. Such parks should
also include contain washrooms, water fountains, electrical outlets, benches and
safe, pedestrian-friendly pathways, etc. A greater emphasis should also be placed on
providing more informal space in new parks in order to promote unstructured and
organized activities, as well as emerging interests.

C17

When developing new parkland, the Town should attempt to maintain as much existing
forest cover as possible (while still providing for appropriate location and design of the
necessary recreation features).

C18

The Town, in consultation with residents, should continue to identify and pursue
opportunities within existing and future parks for naturalization/ restoration initiatives.

Land & Park
Stewardship

Park Design,
Location,
Maintenance &
Management
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Topic Area			
Park Design,
Location,
Maintenance &
Management
(continued)

Trails System &
Natural Heritage
Connections

Recommendation

C19

In developing parks with both active/man-made and passive/natural elements, clear
separations between active and passive park areas should be established.

C20

In order to foster partnership relationships to enhance the parks system, the Town
should continue to:
a) implement its community partnership policy to guide community development and
maintenance of additional parkland features beyond basic level standards;
b) seek community sponsorships and partnerships to support the development of trails,
pathways, and park features;
c) work with surrounding municipalities, school boards, and organizations to develop a
regionally integrated trail and linkage system;
d) promote Town-wide and corporately sponsored “greening” programs; and
e) promote its community garden plot program and consider appropriate new locations
subject to local community interests.

C21

New neighbourhood parks should be designed to rely on on-street parking in order to
maximize parkland usage and intensification. Off-street parking should be provided for
any new park with more than two playing fields.

C22

Parks containing a number of lighted fields designed for adult and tournament play can
be located in commercial or light industrial areas. Parks designed primarily for children
should not be located in commercial or industrial areas.

C23

Future community centres and community parks should be situated adjacent to each
other (where possible) to capitalize on synergies of use and economies of scale. Where
possible, future parks and schools should also be located adjacent to each other.

C24

To improve access to and throughout the Town’s natural heritage system, the Town
should continue to develop pathways and linkages among components of its park and
open space system. (From Conservation Halton: Trails should be located and designated
to minimize any impact on the environment.)

C25

The Town should establish a policy that clearly articulates the parameters and standards
relating to signage at trail access points and along trails. In general, improved public
awareness of trail locations, routes, surfaces, and support facilities (e.g., washrooms)
should be made a priority.

A Healthy Green Space Strategy for Public Lands
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Topic Area			
Trails System &
Natural Heritage
Connections
(continued)
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Recommendation

C26

Wherever possible, trails, pathways and bike lanes should travel to or from public transit
stops (including GO stations) and appropriate bike racks should be provided at major
transportation hubs.

C27

Trails through woodlots, natural areas, and top-of-bank setbacks should continue to be
covered with limestone screenings, with only steep slopes being paved. Walkways and
pathways in Neighbourhood Parks and Village Squares north of Dundas Street should
have an asphalt or hard surface of another type.

C28

The Town should establish as a high priority allocating additional resources to trail
management, as this is a service that most Oakville residents value and would like to
see expanded.

C29

The Town should continue to promote and enhance its Adopt-a-Trail program as a way
of improving maintenance and offsetting some costs.

C30

For the benefit of all Oakville residents and to ensure continuity with Waterfront Trail
standards in neighbouring municipalities, the Town should upgrade the Waterfront Trail
through paving and improving the continuity of facilities and the quality of signage and
crossings.

C31

The Town should consider establishing a paved trail loop/route in a park (or a combination
of connected parks) in North Oakville in order to provide additional opportunities for
inline skating, biking, walking, etc. in the community (particularly the north end as
the south has the Waterfront Trail). This trail should be linked to the Town-wide trail
system.

The opportunities included within the Urban Forest Effects Model (UFORE) report are:

Summary of Action Items

ACTION ITEM 1:
Obtain detailed outputs on the human health benefits from
Oakville’s urban forest by combining the results of the Air
Quality Benefits Assessment Tool (AQBAT) and UFORE models
in conjunction with the Halton Region Health Department.
ACTION ITEM 2:
The Finance Department and the Parks and Open Space
Department should review the 10 Year Capital Forecast
to ensure that operating costs for street trees and park
trees and woodland parks are captured based on a
maintenance standard recommended in the Urban Forest
Strategic Management Plan (UFSMP).
ACTION ITEM 3:
The UFSMP will develop a private urban forest stewardship
education program.
ACTION ITEM 4:
The UFSMP should outline the creation of a proactive
under planting program in those communities at risk of
decreasing urban forest canopy cover due to aging trees.
ACTION ITEM 5:
It is recommended that the U.S. Department of Agriculture
modify the UFORE plot tally sheet to record the type of energy
used for heating (gas, electricity, oil, etc) on each household
where trees are over 20 feet tall and within 60 feet of
residential buildings three storeys or less in height in order to
more accurately calculate the value of energy savings.

ACTION ITEM 9:
The Forestry Section should work with the Forest Gene
Conservation Association to create a gene conservation
program for the Town.
ACTION ITEM 10:
The Parks and Open Space Department should identify
opportunities for parks naturalization that contributes
to the forest canopy and prepare capital budget costs.
ACTION ITEM 11:
The Forestry Section should Chair an interdepartmental/
interagency Technical Advisory Committee to recommend:
a) Urban forest canopy cover targets for Oakville and; b)
How key Town Departments can contribute to achieving
these targets.
ACTION ITEM 12:
The Town should undertake a pilot rooftop garden
demonstration project that can contribute to forest
canopy coverage.
ACTION ITEM 13:
The Town should investigate the feasibility of trading
carbon credits.
ACTION ITEM 14:
Amend the Town’s Official Plan, Part C, Section 10.4 to
recognize the municipal urban forest as a component of
the municipality’s “infrastructure.”

ACTION ITEM 7:
It is recommended that UFORE consider incorporating
Leaf Area Density and Potential Leaf Area Density.

ACTION ITEM 15:
The Tree Habitat Design Guidelines for Oakville should be
reviewed with the interdepartmental Technical Advisory
Committee identified in ACTION ITEM 11 to incorporate
them into the Town’s urban design standards of key
Town departments.

ACTION ITEM 8:
The Town should investigate the feasibility of an incentive
program for private large stature trees in order to
maximize filtration of criteria pollutants and greenhouse
gas emissions.

ACTION ITEM 16:
Town Council should endorse the initiative of the
International Society of Arboriculture, Ontario Chapter,
which calls upon the Ontario Ministers of Municipal
Affairs & Housing and Natural Resources to support

ACTION ITEM 6:
The Town should prepare an Emerald Ash Borer Action Plan.
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healthy urban forests in Ontario as outlined on the web
site of the Canadian Urban Forest Network (http://www.
treecanada.ca/programs/urban forestry/cufn/cufn.html).

ACTION ITEM 22:
The Town to review the Site Plan design guidelines
for parking lot design with respect to tree habitat and
establish targets for urban forest canopy cover.

ACTION ITEM 17:
The interdepartmental Technical Advisory Committee,
identified in Action Item #11, should investigate the
potential role of zoning by-laws to reserve for the use of
the tree, the land which supports the tree.

ACTION ITEM 23:
Forestry staff to conduct a pilot project to fine-tune infrared photography as a cost saving technique to identify areas that contain hazard trees.

ACTION ITEM 18:
The Forestry and the Design & Construction Sections will
work together to expand the CU- SOIL pilot project which
was initiated in Uptown Core in 2005.
ACTION ITEM 19:
THE UFSMP to identify a prime site management program
for large-stature and medium-stature trees.
ACTION ITEM 20:
The Parks and Open Space Department to establish a “soil
restoration program” as part of its prime site management
program.
ACTION ITEM 21:
The UFSMP will recommend a pruning cycle for Town trees.

20

ACTION ITEM 24:
The Forestry Section to submit a 2007 capital project
budget request to conduct an inventory of Town owned
street trees, Town woodlands plus heritage trees as well
as develop a capital budget schedule to inventory the
balance of the Town trees in the open space land use
type.
ACTION ITEM 25:
The Forestry Section will update UFORE every four
years and provide a State of the Urban Forest Report to
Council.

RESOURCES
Bronte Horticultural Society
www.brontevillage.net/bhs.htm
Community Foundation of Oakville
www.thecfo.org
Conservation Halton
www.conservationhalton.on.ca
Environment Canada
www.ec.gc.ca
Evergreen
www.evergreen.ca
Ground Breakers Oakville
www.groundbreakersoakville.com
Oakville Community Centre for Peace,
Ecology & Human Rights
www.oakvillepeacecentre.org
Oakville Horticultural Society
www.oakvillehort.org
Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources
www.mnr.gov.on.ca

Conservation Ontario and Toronto
Region Conservation Authority
www.trca.on.ca
Places to Grow
www.pir.gov.on.ca/userfiles/HTML/cma_4_35657_1.html
Region of Halton Partners for Naturally Green
http://www.halton.ca/health/pesticides/default.htm
The Families and Nature Club
www.ford.ca/english/LearnAbout/ConsumerEd/Environment/Commitment/EnvironmentalInitatives/CommunityOutreach.asp
Town of Oakville Urban Forestry
www.oakville.ca/forestry.htm
Town of Oakville Pesticide Awareness
www.oakville.ca/env-pesticide.htm
Town of Oakville Volunteer Opportunities
www.oakville.ca/volunteeropps.htm
Oakvillegreen Conservation Association
www.oakvillegreen.org
Gardens Off Drugs
www.gardensoffdrugs.com
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FEEDBACK
We welcome your feedback regarding this publication and the progress it describes. Please share your comments by
email at environment@oakville.ca or by phone at 905-845-6601 ext. 3299.
This document was devised as required by Official Plan Amendment 198 Minutes of Settlement and outlines the
many initiatives the Town has underway to promote, maintain and enhance the long-term ecological health of the
Town’s parks and open spaces.
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