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Mayor’s message
Oakville’s Town Council scored major victories with the introduction of Canada’s first
health protection air quality by-law to control harmful PM2.5 emissions and new planning
“Do No Harm” policies and regulations for assessing applications for power generation
facilities anywhere in town. In the face of these regulations and a widespread citizen
campaign organized by Citizens for Clean Air (C4CA), the province canceled a proposed
950 megawatt power plant close to homes and schools.
With a renewed mandate, Council is updating Oakville’s Environmental Strategic Plan
and developing its Corporate Sustainability Plan; implementing the first phase of a new
Oakville Climate Change Adaptation Plan: initiating the Oakville Canopy Club to help
save the local tree canopy from the Emerald Ash Borer; and continuing to reduce energy
consumption at facilities across the town.
This guide builds on this sense of environmental consciousness with important
information on how we can all become better stewards of our natural environment.
Inside are tips on how to minimize household waste, garden naturally, make efficient
use of natural resources and protect both indoor and outdoor air quality. The pages to
follow act as an easy reference point for making sustainable purchasing decisions on
items noted for lower toxicity and recyclability.
To help you reduce your environmental impact and keep track of your successes, the
town has partnered with Earth Day Canada to offer their online EcoAction Calculator,
which has ideas and tips for living greener, while helping to measure the results of your
actions. Use it in conjunction with the other programs and services offered by the town
and partner agencies outlined within.
With your help, we are making Oakville greener and more beautiful every year and
moving ever closer to our goal of becoming the most livable town in Canada.

Mayor Rob Burton

Contact Information
The Town of Oakville
1225 Trafalgar Road
Oakville, Ontario L6H 0H3

General Inquiries
Contact ServiceOakville:
905-845-6601 or Dial 311
TTY: 905-338-4200
serviceoakville@oakville.ca
Environmental Policy
905-845-6601, ext. 3948
environment@oakville.ca

By-law Inquiries
905-815-2010
Oakville Transit
905-815-2020
transit@oakville.ca

Conservation Halton
905-336-1158
web@hrca.on.ca
Halton Region
905-825-6000 or dial 311
accesshalton@halton.ca

Living the Green Life – Oakville’s Guide to Environmental Stewardship

1

Introduction
The Town of Oakville sits on the north shore of Lake Ontario and is home to over 165,000
residents and close to 8,000 businesses.
Oakville is proud of its reputation as a vibrant, safe and clean town, and is committed to
practicing and promoting environmental stewardship. In 2005, Town Council approved
the Environmental Strategic Plan (ESP) whose goals include improving waste diversion
rates and indoor and outdoor air quality, protecting greenspace, lowering our greenhouse
gas emissions and reducing natural resource consumption.
Each year, the town implements environmental programs, policies and by-laws for
the benefit of the community and our natural environment. The purpose of this guide
is to educate residents on the small changes you can make every day to reduce your
environmental impact. This guide will provide readers with the environmental options
and programs available for you to utilize within Halton Region.
Inside this guide you’ll find out how to protect indoor and outdoor air quality, conserve
energy and water, become a sustainable shopper, maintain an environmentally friendly
garden, and maintain your property according to all applicable by-laws. You’ll also find
information on local stewardship programs, conservation authorities and environmental
community groups. We hope you find it clear, practical and useful.
Let us know how your using your guide by emailing environment@oakville.ca

Eco-Footprint of Oakville
An eco-footprint is the spatial representation of how much land and water an individual,
town, business or other group requires to produce the resources it consumes and absorb
the waste it generates. It isn’t a measure of conservation practices or environmental
initiatives like creating parks or cleaning up a river, it’s a measure of the volume of energy
and material we consume to support our lifestyles.
Oakville’s eco-footprint as of 2009 was measured by Anielski Management Inc. as being
approximately nine global hectares (gha) per capita — 25 per cent larger than the Canadian
average of 7.1 gha per capita and way above the threshold for global sustainability of 1.8
gha per capita.
What does this mean?
Well, in simpler terms, it means Oakville requires 1.5 million hectares of land to support
its population — over 100 times the town’s total land area.
The town has been working to reduce its eco-footprint by implementing sustainable
purchasing, green building and green fleet procedures, reducing our energy and fuel
consumption and increasing our waste reduction and diversion rates. With your help
we’re going to shrink our footprint as much as we can in the coming years.
In early 2010, the town partnered with Earth Day Canada to bring their EcoAction
Calculator to Oakville. The town’s EcoAction Calculator can personalize a program for you
that will help to lower your environmental footprint.
Visit www.oakville.ca/environment.htm or www.ecoactionteams.ca to begin. For more
information about eco-footprints, visit Global Footprint Network at www.footprintnetwork.org
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Section 1: Sustainable Purchasing
We all want to use our purchasing dollars to the betterment of the natural and built
environment, but first we need to know what to look for and what to avoid when making
purchases. Also, it’s useful to remember that the most important aspect of sustainable
purchasing is to refuse all purchases that are not absolutely necessary.

What is it?
The purchasing of goods and services that have a lesser negative effect on human health
and the environment when compared with other goods and services that serve a similar
purpose. Paying attention to the environmental impacts of your purchases can make you
healthier, reduce greenhouse gas emissions and other sources of pollution, reduce waste
and save you money.

$

Environmental certification systems
To help take the guess work out of sustainable purchasing, third party environmental
certifications have been created. The majority of certification systems base their criteria
for approval on a single attribute like energy efficiency, recyclability or low toxicity, and
some take the entire life cycle of the product into consideration to determine it’s overall
impact on the environment; these are called multi-attribute certification systems. In North
America, there are many multi- and single-attribute certification systems, most of which
can be found throughout this handbook.
Many products and services boast environmental product lines and services that claim
they are more sustainable, less toxic or better for the environment. But it’s hard to know
which claims are legitimate. So how do we know and who can we trust? Environmental
labeling systems can help decipher the facts behind the claims.The following certification
systems prove that a product or service was designed with natural resource protection and
conservation in mind. This list includes a selection of common certifications for a variety
of products. Please note the Town of Oakville does not endorse one certification system
over another.

Life cycle costing
It is always best to gain as
much information about a
product or service before
making a purchase.
The ‘life cycle’ of a product
includes all stages of a
product’s development, from
production to marketing to
delivery of services. The life
cycle of a product takes into
account the extraction of
natural resources and fuel,
how toxic the components
are, maintenance, use and
disposal of the product.
Life Cycle Costing can help
build the case for purchasing
an item that is initially
more expensive but when
evaluated on a life cycle
basis works out to be more
cost efficient.

The EcoLogo™ Program compares the impact of the entire lifecycle of a
product or service with others in the same category, and awards the EcoLogo
to those that are verified by an independent third party as complying with
the EcoLogo criteria.
For a complete list of certified products or more information
visit www.ecologo.org
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Oakville’s 7 Goals to Sustainable Purchasing
TIP
Purchase items in bulk
when
possible,
bring
your own shopping bags
and shop at retailers that
promote recycling and
hazardous waste collection
by taking part in Halton
Region’s Take it Back
Halton Program, more
information can be found
on page 19 of this guide.

The Corporation of the Town of Oakville adopted a Sustainable Purchasing Procedure
(SPP) in 2009 that asks staff to take the following seven goals into consideration when
making any purchase on behalf of the town.
When purchasing products or services, look for ones that:

1. Minimize waste
Don’t buy what you don’t need, and when you do need something consider the whole
purchase including:
Product packaging: Is the packaging recyclable in Halton? Is the packaging compostable?
Is the packaging made from post-consumer recycled materials?
Product in use: Does it need batteries? Is it energy efficient? Can it be repaired once
broken?

i

For more information
on waste management
services in Halton Region
visit page 19.

The expired product: Does it contain toxic components such as batteries or mercury? Is
it recyclable in Halton? Is it considered hazardous waste? Can it be repaired or reused?

2. Make efficient use of natural resources (energy, fuel, water, land) and use
renewable or recycled materials.

Pre-consumer materials are
generated by manufacturers and
processors, and may consist of
scrap, trimmings and other byproducts that were never used in
the consumer market.

It is always best to purchase materials made with a high per centage of post-consumer
recycled content and to avoid purchasing virgin and non-renewable materials. There are
many single attribute environmental certification systems, listed below, to help you in
purchasing sustainable wood, paper, electronic and water efficient products.

A recycled-content product is
an item that contains recovered
materials. Recovered materials
are wastes that have been
diverted from conventional
disposal such as landfills for
another use. Recovered materials
include both pre-consumer and
post-consumer wastes.

It is important to purchase wood and paper products that are managed in a sustainable
way from the forest to the factory. Wood harvested from sustainable forests ensures that
trees of different species and age are being replanted,monitored for survival rates, grown
without the use of harsh chemicals and watered with natural resource protection in mind.
Some of the certifications below go even beyond the forestry practices and take the paper
mill’s processes into account as well.

Post-consumer material is an
end product that has completed
its life cycle as a consumer item
and would otherwise have
been disposed of as a solid
waste. Post-consumer materials
include recyclables collected
in commercial and residential
recycling programs, such as office
paper, cardboard, aluminum
cans, plastics and metals.
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Wood and Paper Products Certifications Systems

Products labeled with the Sustainable Forestry Initiative, SFI, are
harvested from sustainable forests, visit http://sfiprogram.org for
more information. SFI, Inc. is a non-profit organization devoted to
improving sustainable forest management in North America.
Products bearing the Forest Stewardship Council, FSC, logo are made from
wood harvested from FSC-certified well managed forests. FSC certification
is the highest social and environmental standard on the market for wood
products. For a complete list of where to purchase products made from FSC
certified wood visit www.fsc.org
This logo certifies a product is free of chlorine and processed chlorine. For more
information, visit www.chlorinefreeproducts.org
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Energy Efficiency Certifications Systems
Buying energy efficient equipment has been made easier over the years due to new
technology, increased access to more energy efficient products and the EnerGuide label
which compares similar models of products based solely on energy efficiency. The
certifications below can also aid in ensuring that you are making the most efficient
purchase.
EnergyStar products are guaranteed to be the most energy efficient in
their product class. The EnergyStar program certifies heating, cooling and
ventilation systems and products; windows, doors, skylights, caulking and
weatherproofing; lighting fixtures, bulbs and signage; and commercial
and industrial appliances. For a complete list of EnergyStar qualified
products, sample purchasing language or to use their Simple Saving Calculator visit
http://oee.nrcan.gc.ca
The EnerGuide Energy Efficient Rating System provides manufacturers
and their dealers with the tools they need to promote the efficiency rating
of products. EnerGuide ratings are available for gas furnaces, central air-conditioners,
dishwashers, water heaters, windows and more. Information is available at http://oee.
nrcan.gc.ca. For information on how to read the EnerGuide label visit page13.
TCO is a quality and environmental labelling system for IT and office
equipment that indicates optimum user-friendliness, ergonomics with
minimum environmental impact. For more information or a complete list
of certified products visit www.tcodevelopment.com
The Electronic Product Environmental Assessment Tool, EPEAT, is a system to
help purchasers in the public and private sectors evaluate, compare and select
desktop computers, notebooks and monitors based on their environmental
attributes.
EPEAT and Ecologo have joined forces to expand EPEAT’s product registration and
verification capacity. EPEAT is similar to EnergyStar and Leadership in Energy and
Environmental Design (LEED) combined, and also uses a rating of Bronze, Silver and Gold.
For more information or a complete list of certified products visit www.epeat.net
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Water Efficiency Certifications Systems
Toilets
approved
for Halton Region’s
$75 high efficiency
toilet rebate must be
WaterSense certified.

Conserve water indoors and out, take advantage of Halton Region’s Low Flow Toilet
Rebate and their annual Rain Barrel Sales. More information on indoor and outdoor water
conservation can be found on pages 17 and 18 of this guide.
Products carrying the WaterSense label meet the WaterSense water
efficiency and performance criteria: they perform well, help to save
money and encourage innovation in manufacturing. For more
information on WaterSense or the US Environmental Protection Agency
visit www.epa.gov/watersense.

3. Minimize toxicity to protect indoor and outdoor air quality
Indoor air quality is influenced by products that we introduce to our built environment.
A main driver of an organization adopting a sustainable or ‘green’ purchasing policy is to
improve or protect indoor air quality, which is directly related to employee health.
It is estimated that the average person spends approximately 80 per cent of their lives
indoors, which makes buying high quality, less toxic materials not only the environmental
choice but also the healthy choice.
Volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are gases or vapours emitted by various solids and
liquids, many of which have short- and long-term adverse health effects. Concentrations
of many VOCs are up to ten times higher indoors than outdoors.
Outdoor air quality is influenced by fuel and electricity generation, fuel and electricity
use, industrial processes, residential heating and natural processes such as the decay of
vegetation, forest fires and fine particulate matter. There are many actions that we can
take to help lower our contribution to poor outdoor air quality.
Toxicity Certification Systems

i

For more information
on how to minimize toxicity
and protect indoor
and
outdoor air quality visit pages
10 and 20 respectively.

The Design for the Environment (DfE) logo on a product means that the US
Environmental Protection Agency’s DfE scientific review team has screened
each ingredient for potential effect on human health and the environment,
and that based on currently available information, EPA predictive models
and expert judgement, the product contains only those ingredients
that pose the least concern among chemicals in their class. For more information visit
www.epa.gov
Green Seal provides science-based environmental certification standards
that are credible, transparent and essential in an increasingly educated
and competitive marketplace. Industry knowledge and standards help
manufacturers, purchasers, and end users alike make responsible choices
that positively impact business behavior and improve quality of life. For a
complete list of products and services visit www.greenseal.org
This logo certifies a product is free of chlorine and processed chlorine. For more
information, visit www.chlorinefreeproducts.org.
The EU flower is a symbol of superior environmental quality and is available to
a range of products and services. The award of the label is independently verified
and endorsed by the European Commission. Please visit http://ec.europa.eu/
environment for more information.
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4. Give preference for high quality materials that can be repaired or upgraded,
contain reusable parts or have reusability

i

Spending a little more time and money upfront can have big pay-offs in the end. High
quality products with warranties are less likely to break down easily. Ever notice how low
end electronics are usually cheaper to replace than fix? Low quality products are designed
to break down.

For more information
on the least toxic pesticides
and fertilizers to use on
your lawn and garden visit
the Landscaping Oakville
section of this guide or
refer to Appendix F.

Try to purchase items that have more than one use or that you can share with neighbours,
family or friends.

5. Buy local
Supporting local business is not only good for our economy, its also good for the
environment. Now we are not only looking for how it is made but also where it is made.
Buying local means looking for goods that are grown, raised or produced as close to home
as possible.

$

Seasonal products that
can be rented or borrowed
include
lawn
aerators,
rototillers
and
power
washers. Sometimes renting
or borrowing items that
only have one use makes
the most sense for your
wallet and the environment.
Visit Section 5: Getting
Involved for information
on the Garden Sharing
program created by the
Oakville Sustainable Food
Partnership.

The Made in Canada logo can be found on clothing, electronic equipment,
restaurants, vehicles and many other household items. This logo guarantees
that the good was produced in Canada although the company may not be
wholly Canadian owned.
When it comes to dinning in or eating out look for grocery stores and restaurants that
support the local economy by selling locally grown and produced goods.
Municipalities, universities and restaurants have developed local food policies encouraging
the procurement of local food supplies. Buying locally produced food is better for our
local environment and economy while buying organic or from a sustainable source it’s
also a healthier choice. Purchasing local food means that your food has not had to travel
thousands of miles to your table. Produce can be picked later in its growing season, and
ripened on the plant instead of picked early and ripened artificially in a produce truck on
the way to your table.
Look for the following certifications to verify that your food was produced locally.

Borrow

i
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You can’t get more
local than growing you
own
vegetables.
For
information on how to get
your own garden started
visit
the
Landscaping
Oakville section of this
guide. Not enough time,
space or money to plant
your own garden? No
problem, visit Section 5:
Getting Involved to see
how you can take part in
the Growing and Sharing
Food in Halton an initiative
of Oakville Sustainable
Food Partnership and Go
Local Oakville.
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What is Greenwashing?
Green-wash (gren wosh’, -wash) – verb: the act of misleading consumers regarding the
environmental practices of a company or the environmental benefits of a product or
service.
Products and services may advertise environmental attributes that are exaggerated or
misleading if the consumers are is not given the complete picture of the product’s life-cycle.
Some marketers, manufacturers and suppliers are promoting self-declared environmental
benefits without any proof or way for the average consumer to verify them. This is known
as greenwashing.

The six sins of greenwashing
Terrachoice™, managing partner in the EcoLogo certification program, developed the Six
Sins of Greenwashing: A Study of Environmental Claims in North American Consumer Markets
to help purchasers decipher between real environmental benefits and marketing.
1 Sin of the hidden trade-off – is committed by suggesting a product is ‘green’ based
on a single environmental attribute or an unreasonably narrow set of attributes without
attention to other important, or perhaps more important, environmental issues. Such
claims are not usually false, but are used to paint a ‘greener’ picture of the product than a
more complete environmental analysis would support.
2 Sin of No Proof – any environmental claim that can not be substantiated by easily
accessible supporting information, or by a reliable third –party certification, commits the
Sin of No Proof. (For this research, we determined there to be ‘no proof’ if supporting
evidence was not accessible at either the point of purchase or at the product website.)
3 Sin of Vagueness – is committed by every claim that is so poorly defined or so broad
that its real meaning is likely to be misunderstood by the intended consumer.
Examples:
•

 hemical-free – In fact, nothing is free of chemicals. Water is a chemical. All plants,
C
animals, and humans are made of chemicals as are all of our products.

•

“ Non-toxic” – everything is toxic in sufficient dosage. Water, oxygen, and salt are all
potentially hazardous.

•

“All natural” – arsenic is natural and so are uranium, mercury and formaldehyde. All
are poisonous.

4 Sin of Irrelevance – is committed by making an environmental claim that may be
truthful but is unimportant and unhelpful for consumers seeking environmentally
preferable products. It is irrelevant and therefore distracts the consumer from finding a
truly greener option.
Examples:
•

8

 FCs have been legally banned for almost 30 years, yet many products still claim CFCC
free as if it is a unique competitive advantage.
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5 Sin of fibbing - The Sin of Fibbing is committed by making environmental claims that
are simply false.
Examples:
•

Several shampoos that claimed to be “certified organic”, but this was not easy to verify

•

 caulking product that claims to be “Energy Star” registered, but the official Energy
A
Star website suggests this is false.

•

 dishwasher detergent that reports to be packaged in “100% recycled paper”, and yet
A
the container is plastic.

!

6 Sin of lesser of two evils - These are “green” claims that may be true within the product
category, but that risk distracting the consumer from the greater environmental impacts
of the category as a whole.

Tools & Calculators
have been developed
to help take the guess
work out of sustainable
purchasing and let you
know which products have
the least environmental and
economic impacts over the
life of the product. These
quick and simple tools are
highlighted
throughout
various sections of this
handbook.

Examples:
•

Organic cigarettes / “Green” insecticides and herbicides.iii

starmanns1.wordpress.com
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Section 2: At home – indoors
Indoor Air quality
Indoor pollutants can be biological or chemical from both indoor and outdoor sources.

Biological pollutants
Biological pollutants include living organisms like bacteria, mold, animal dander, pollen
or dust mites — all of which are small enough to be inhaled.
By controlling the relative humidity level in a home, the growth of some sources of
biological pollutants can be minimized. House dust mites, one of the most powerful
biological allergens, grow in damp, warm environments. A relative humidity of 30 to 50
per cent is generally recommended for homes. Standing water, water-damaged materials
or wet surfaces also serve as a breeding ground for molds, mildews, bacteria and insects.
Tips for minimizing biological pollutants:
•

I nstall and use exhaust fans that are vented to the outdoors in kitchens, bathrooms
and for clothes dryers to eliminate much of the moisture that builds up from everyday
activities. Exhaust fans can also reduce the amount of organic pollutants that vaporize
from hot water used in showers and dishwashers.

•

 entilate the attic and crawl spaces to prevent moisture build-up, and keep
V
humidity below 50 per cent to prevent water condensation on building materials.

•

I f using cool mist or ultrasonic humidifiers, clean appliances according to
manufacturer’s instructions and refill with fresh water daily.

•

 horoughly clean and dry water-damaged carpets and building materials within
T
24 hours if possible, or consider replacing them — water-damaged carpets and
building materials can harbor mold and bacteria that are very difficult to eliminate.

•

 eep the house clean. House dust mites, pollens, animal dander, and other allergyK
causing agents can be reduced with regular cleaning.

•

 inimize biological pollutants in basements by cleaning and disinfecting the
M
basement floor drain regularly, patching all water leaks and ensuring outdoor ventilation
and adequate heat is provided before finishing a below-ground basement, and operating
a dehumidifier keep relative humidity levels between 30 and 50 per cent. iv

Chemical pollutants
Chemical pollutants include gases and particles derived from tobacco smoke, personal
care products, cleaning agents and building materials such as paint, drywall, adhesives
and carpets.
Volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are gases or vapours emitted by various solids and
liquids, many of which have short- and long-term adverse health effects. Concentrations
of many VOCs are up to ten times higher indoors than outdoors.
Materials that contribute to poor indoor air-quality:
•

10

 inyl – Found in wallpaper and shower curtains, chair coverings, toys and other products,
V
it has the potential to off-gas pollutants into our indoor environment for the entire life of
the product. Alternatives including low VOC vinyl are available on the market today.
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•

 leaning products – Certain cleaning agents contain toxic pollutants that contribute
C
to poor indoor air quality. The list of ingredients below can help you determine which
products should be removed from your cleaning repertoire. In most cases, there is
another less toxic product that does the same job.

T

TIP
For recipes on how to
create your own non-toxic
cleaning supplies visit

Most of highly toxic cleaning products can be identified by looking for the warnings
that say they’re poisonous, corrosive to the eyes and skin, flammable, or give off toxic
fumes.

www.pioneerthinking.com
http://www.eartheasy.com
www.womenandenvironment
.org
planetgreen.discovery.com

Avoid the following ingredients:

Ingredient
Hydrochloric Acid

Use
Toilet bowl cleaner

Perchlorethylene

Metal cleaner, carpet
spotter
Disinfectant

Bleach, hydrogen
peroxide
Butoxyethanol

•

Floor stripper, glass
cleaner, general purpose
cleaner

Hazard
Corrosive to eyes and
skin, can cause blindness
Poisonous, cancer
causing and flammable
Corrosive to eyes and
skin, poisonous
Flammable and
poisonous

 uilding materials – Interior construction materials like insulation, carpet, paint,
B
paint thinner, adhesives, drywall, tile, HVAC systems and wood products can all
greatly affect our indoor air quality. Many materials used in interior construction
projects contain VOCs that have the ability to off-gas pollutants left over from the
manufacturing process.

•

Furnishings – When purchasing interior furnishings request low-emitting products
that contain little or no volatile organic compounds (VOCs).

•

 ffice equipment – The quantity of pollutants released into your indoor environment
O
can also depend on the kind of machines you are using and how many machines are
running in an enclosed space. Photocopiers and printers tend to release breathable
particles, toner ink, and hydrocarbons into our office space while computers, digital
duplicators and fax machines release ozone and VOCs. Emissions tend to be higher
from new and larger machines and decrease over time. See page 5 for more information
on green electronics.

!
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Remember to look for
EcoLogo™, Design for the
Environment or GreenSeal
certified products.

11

T

Energy use and conservation
TIP
Refer to page 5 for energy
efficiency
certification
systems to look for when
purchasing
appliances,
computer
components,
lighting fixtures, bulbs,
windows and more.

!

Energy Star
Calculator
The Canadian Energy Star
Simple Savings Calculator is
an interactive software tool
designed to show purchasers
the direct economic and
environmental
benefits
of purchasing an energyefficient product.
Visit http://oee.nrcan. gc.ca/.

i

How to read the
EnerGuide label
1. 
The annual energy
consumption of the
appliance is in kilowatt
hours. The lower the
number, the better.
2. The energy consumption
indicator
shows
you how this model
compares to others in
its class. The bar below
the
indicator
gives
the energy efficiency
range for this class of
appliance. The further
to the left the indicator
is, the better.
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Smart meters and Time-of-Use Pricing (TOU)

Smart Meters and Time-of-Use (TOU) Rates
Smart Meters collect and transmit your hourly electricity use information to Oakville
Hydro. With your Smart Meter data, Oakville Hydro is able to apply TOU Rates fairly and
accurately to your account.
Time-of-Use Rates is a pricing model that takes this hourly electricity use information and
charges you the appropriate electricity rate (Peak, Mid-Peak and Off-Peak) depending on
the time of day, day of the week and season (winter/summer).
TOU Rates more closely reflect the actual cost to provide electricity at different times of the
day. TOU Rates are part of the Ontario government’s Energy Plan.
Peak Demand and Why It Matters
When everyone is using a lot of power at the same time, a “peak demand” period is created.
Higher demand means higher electricity prices. The different prices and time periods in
TOU Rates reflect this additional cost to provide electricity at certain times of the day.
For
more
information
about
visit www.oakvillehydro.com/smart

TOU

Rates,

including

Smart

Meters,

EnerGuide
The EnerGuide energy efficiency rating system provides information on the energy usage
of products, enabling the consumer to purchase items that utilize the least amount of
energy. EnerGuide ratings are available for a wide range of products including gas furnaces,
central air conditioners, air-to-air heat pumps, water heaters, windows and appliances.
For more information visit http://oee.nrcan.gc.ca
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Energy conservation tips for the home
Interested in knowing how much energy your fish tank, microwave, computer, stereo
system or gaming equipment uses? See Appendix A for a quick reference table or borrow
a “watt reader” from your local library.

i

Lighting
•

Purchasing EnergyStar rated lighting fixtures and bulbs

•

Installing fluorescent light-bulbs, which use 75 per cent less electricity

•

Installing dimmer switches

•

Opening drapes to brighten a room

•

Using LED Christmas lights or none at all

•

Turning off lights when you leave a room

•

 sing light timers when you’re away from home rather than leaving a light on the
U
whole time you’re away

Appliances
Appliance usage makes up approximately 15 per cent or your energy costs. Conserve
energy by:
•

Taking showers instead of baths

•

Installing efficient showerheads

•

 eplacing the old inefficient refrigerator in the basement (it could be costing up to
R
$150 or more per year in electricity use)

•

 hawing frozen foods in the refrigerator before cooking (unless otherwise directed on
T
the label)

•

Using an electric kettle to boil water instead of the stove

•

Using the microwave or outdoor BBQ instead of the oven

•

Doing full loads of dishes and using the energy-saving cycle on your dishwasher

•

Washing full loads of clothing in cold or warm water instead of hot

•

 eparating loads when drying clothes, but avoiding using the dryer for only a couple
S
items

•

Cleaning the lint trap each time you run a dryer load

•

Hanging your laundry on a rack or outside

•

 voiding using an iron by taking clothes out of the dryer promptly and folding or
A
hanging them to prevent wrinkling

•

 hecking the EnerGuide label when purchasing an appliance to see the amount of
C
electricity it uses

Check out some of
the green buildings
in Oakville and find
out what makes
them green!

Sustainable Living
Building a greener Oakville

T
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TIP
Remember to track your
progress using Earth Day
Canada’s EcoAction Calculator
visit www.ecoactionteams.ca
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Heating and cooling
Looking for renewable
energy options? Visit
page 21 and read how
the Halton Enablers of
Renewable Energy are
bringing
affordable
geothermal, solar and
other renewable energy
to Halton.

Only wash clothes in cold
or warm water.

Only wash clothes in cold
or warm
water.
Use
a programmable
thermostat.
You can set it
Only
use
to use
less
Compact
energy
Fluorescent
throughout
thelight
day. bulbs

Conserve energy in the summer:
•

Turn air conditioners off when not home

•

Set your thermostat to 25 degrees Celsius or higher

•

Use a fan instead of an air conditioner when possible

•

Close all blinds on the sunny side of your home to keep the heat out

•

If there is a cool breeze at night, turn the air conditioner off and open the window

•

Let the sun heat your pool

•

Dry clothes by hanging them outside

Use a programmable
•thermostat.
Shower and
You can set it
to use less
energy
throughout
In
the winter:
the day.

wash/dry your clothes early in the morning or late at night

•

Turn down your thermostat a few degrees at night

•

Open blinds on the sunny side of your home to let the heat in

Use a programmable
•thermostat.
Keep your furnace air
You can set it
to
use
less
•OnlyM
ake sure your home
energy run full loads
out
during summer
in the
dishwasher
throughout
the day.

•

filter clean
is well insulated — keeps the heat in during winter and the heat

Check the caulking around windows and doors
PROG

RAMM

ES

Going away?
Use a programmable
thermostat.
You can set it
Only
use
to use
less
Only
run full loads
Compact
energy
in
the dishwasher
Fluorescent
throughout
thelight
day. bulbs
PROG

RAMM

ES

Only run full loads
in the dishwasher
PROG
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RAMM

Conserve energy while you’re away from home:
•OnlyInstead
of leaving lights on, use a timer or motion sensor
run full loads
in the dishwasher

•

 e sure to unplug all of your unnecessary appliances, such as the TV, DVD, computer,
B
coffee-maker, digital clocks, etc.
PROG

RAMM

ES

•

Raise the temperature inside your refrigerator or empty the contents and leave it off

•

Turn up your air conditioner thermostat or shut it off

•

Turn down your heat thermostat

•

 se the vacation setting or turn off the water heater if you are going to be away for
U
more than a long weekend

•

Turn off humidifiers and dehumidifiers

•

Turn off or lower your swimming pool heater

•

Keep window coverings closed

•

Lower waterbed temperatures and make sure they are well covered

•

Make sure all taps are turned off and sealed

ES
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Energy Conservation Programs

Oakville Conserves is an energy conservation awareness program initiated by the town to
build community capacity and enhance the knowledge of residents and small business
owners on how they can become more energy efficient. Here’s how you can get involved:

Oakville Conserves Energy Fair
Visit the annual Oakville Conserves Energy Conservation Fair for information and tips on
how to reduce your daily energy consumption at home and on the road. Check out the
Renewable Energy workshops and speakers, great give-aways and activities for kids. For
more information visit www.oakville.ca or dial 311.

Lighten-Up!

Oakville
Conserves
Energy Fair

To be a part of Ontario’s conservation movement and pledge to be energy
efficient, visit the WeConserve website at www.weconserve.ca

Watt Not, Waste Not
The energy meter lending program allows you to calculate what appliances are
costing you to run per year, making it easy to calculate how much you could
save simply by unplugging them.
Meters can be picked up at any Oakville Public Library free of charge.

20/20 The Way to Clean Air
20/20 The Way to Clean Air is a program that challenges residents to reduce
energy use and costs at home and on the road by 20 per cent, supported by
public health units in the GTA and The Clean Air Partnership. The 20/20
campaign provides a free 20/20 planner that walks you through a two-stage
approach to reducing your home energy use and a two-week plan to reduce
driving and save energy on the road.
For more information and a free planner, visit www.toronto.ca or contact 905-845-6601,
ext 3948.

Renewable Energy Green Light Pact
By purchasing a Green Light Pact, you are partnering with Oakville
Hydro Energy Services Inc. to contribute to a cleaner environment.
Each pact is equivalent to 1,000 kWh of green power being generated
and injected into the Ontario electricity grid, and helps displace 1,000
kWh of electricity from generation by burning of fossil fuels. 1,000
kWh is the amount of electricity used by a typical home every month.
To purchase a Green Light Pact, please complete the sign up form attached as Appendix
B and mail it with a cheque to the address at the bottom of the form, or sign up at www.
oakvillehydro.com Give the green light to a cleaner environment!

Living the Green Life – Oakville’s Guide to Environmental Stewardship
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Ontario Power Authority Incentive Programs
saveONenergy COUPONS can help you save money throughout the year when you
purchase and install energy-efficient products for your home. To download coupons visit
www.saveonergy.ca. To download coupons visit www.saveonergy.ca
Peaksaver program
The peaksaver program assists qualified Ontarians and their local
electricity utility to install a device in their home that allows the utility
to briefly control the residence’s central air conditioning system during
critical peak times — typically weekday afternoons during the hottest
days of the summer. Program participants will receive a $25 incentive payment for signing
up. Visit www.oakvillehydro.com to sign up.
Heating and Cooling IncentiveRebates are offered to residents who replace old air
conditioning systems with ENERGY STAR®- qualified models, get tune-ups for existing
air conditioning systems or hire program-registered technicians to install programmable
thermostats. For participating heating and cooling contractors and complete program
details visit www.saveonenergy.ca
Fridge and Freezer Pick up If you have a fridge or freezer that’s 15 years the OPA will
pick up it up from your home and recycle it in an environmentally-friendly way for FREE.
The OPA will also pick up your window air conditioners and dehumidifiers
providing you have at least one “primary appliance”.
See www.saveonenergy.ca for details on the eligibility requirements for
your fridge or freezer and to book your pick-up time and date.

$

Union gas energy savings kit

Save on Energy
for business
Looking for ways to save
electricity for your small
or home business? Check
out the Ontario Power
Authorities Save On Energy
programs for businesses to
implement energy efficient
measures.
Visit www.saveonenergy.ca
for more information
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Order your free Union Gas Energy Saving Kit online at www.uniongas.com.
Each kit contains the following products and is valued at $35.

1 Energy-efficient
chrome massage
showerhead

1 Energy-efficient
kitchen swivel
aerator

1 Energy-efficient
bathroom erator

1 Roll of
Teflon tape
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2 Meters of foam
pipe insulation

Water use and conservation
Every time you turn on your sink or take a shower it is easy to forget the steps and processes
in place to deliver safe, clean drinking water to your home.

?

Halton
Region
owns
and operates 5 Water
Purification Plants (WPP)
that provide more than
*180,000 cubic metres of
clean, fresh drinking water
every day - the equivalent
of 71 Olympic sized pools for use by Halton residents
and businesses.

Halton Region is fortunate to be located next to Lake Ontario, one of the world’s largest
sources of fresh water. However, we need to look past the amount of water resources, and
look to what the future holds if Canadians continue to consume at our current rate.
To make sure there is the same accessibility to fresh water resources in the future, we need
to make water conservation an important part of our daily lives today!

2010 Daily Average
Water use percentages in your home:
Washing
Clothes

Showering

16.8%

!

21.7%

Remember the 4 Rs
of Wise Water Use:
Reduce: be mindful of the
water you are using and
look for ways to reduce it.

15.7%
26.7%
Toilet
Flushing

Did you know?

Faucet Usage
(kitchen and
bathroom)

Source: Regional Municipality of Halton Drinking-Water Systems Flow Summary Report 2010

Shower and Bath
Showering is the third largest use of water on average within the home. Most people would
agree that showering uses less water than drawing a bath. However, with the long showers
that some of us have come to enjoy it can very easily use more water than taking a bath.
Purchase a high efficiency showerhead for greater savings on both water and energy
use. Low flow, high efficiency showerheads with the WaterSense™ logo are designed to
combine air with water to spray with a greater pressure to assure adequate rinsing power.
Save as much as 65% of the water used through a normal showering period.
When purchasing a low flow showerhead, look for models that have a “trickle” button
which allows you to reduce the amount of water being used while you shampoo or lather.
Avoid running the tap when brushing your teeth, cleaning, shaving, and washing. By
filling a cup or the sink with water when doing these tasks can reduce water use by 60 to
80%.
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Replace:
Replace
old
appliances and fixtures with
new water efficient models.
Look for the WaterSense™
logo on fixtures such as
toilets and showerheads.
Similar to EnergyStar, this
labeling program helps
ensure improved water
efficiency does not sacrifice
performance.
Repair: Repair Leaks! In
one year, a leak of one
drip per second can waste
10,000L of water. By doing
something as simple as
replacing a faulty washer
in your faucet you can save
money off your water bill
while being environmentally
responsible.
Reuse: Find uses for water
waste in the inside and
outside of your home.
Use leftover water from
drinking and cooking to
water indoor plants.
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Halton’s Residential Toilet Rebate Program
Residents who replace an old inefficient toilet with a Halton-approved high-efficiency
(HET) toilet that meets WaterSense® criteria Halton approved water efficient low floware
eligible for a rebate of $75 from Hatlon Region.

!

Don’t forget the town’s
EcoAction Calculator can
personalize a program for
you to help reduce your
environmental footprint.

Changes to the 2011 Program
Six-litre toilets purchased after December 31, 2010 will no longer be eligible for a rebate.

$

For more information on Halton’s Residential Toilet Rebate Program and approved Terms
and Conditions please visit http://www.halton.ca/waterconservation or call 311.

Laundry Room
If you are in the market for a new washing machine you may want to do some research
on water efficient front loading models. These models use approximately 60per cent less
energy per load and up to 50 per cent less water to save you money on your water and
electricity bills.
Even if you are not in the market for a new washing machine you can still take steps for
greater water efficiency in the laundry room. Here are a few tips:
•

Wash only full loads of laundry, but avoid overloading the machine.

•

If your machine has a “suds-saver” feature, be sure to use it (this feature reuses the
clean rinse water for washing the next load).

•

If you don’t have a suds-saver feature but want to reuse the rinse water, consider
collecting the rinse water and using it to water your garden.

•

If your machine has an adjustable water-level indicator, set the dial to use only as
much water as is really necessary.

•

 lways choose cold water for the rinse cycle and only use hot or warm water for very
A
dirty clothes.

$

Kitchen
•

 artially fill one sink for washing and the other for rinsing when washing dishes by
P
hand.

•

Partially fill a container with water to wash fruits and vegetables.

•

 eep a covered container of drinking water in the refrigerator instead of running the
K
tap to wait for water to cold.

•

 ake sure to fully load your dishwasher before each wash cycle, and you may even
M
use less water than washing dishes by hand.
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Place a Low Flow Aerator
on all sinks in your home.
They combine water and
air to establish greater
pressure while using less
water each time you turn
on your faucet. Standard
faucet aerators can use as
much as 3.5L/min while
low flow faucet aerators
can use as little as 1.9 L/min

Household Guide to
Water Efficiency
To receive your FREE of charge
copy of the Household
Guide to Water Efficiency
from
Halton
Region,
please visit www.halton.ca/
waterconservation or dial
311. This comprehensive
booklet provides information
on how to repair a dripping
faucet or running toilet, and
gives great ideas on how to
keep your lawn and garden
less thirsty without sacrificing
beauty.

Waste management
Halton Region Waste Management Services provides 3R (reduce, reuse, recycle) programs
to help residents, schools and businesses reduce their waste.

T

TIP
Keep separate bins in your
washrooms and home
office so you can recycle
and compost throughout
your entire home.

By participating in Blue Box, GreenCart, yard waste, reuse and household hazardous waste
programs, Halton residents are sending less garbage to the landfill.
Residents are now diverting 60 per cent of residential waste away from the landfill,
increasing its life from 2023 to 2032! The landfill is a valuable resource for Halton Region
and is an investment worth protecting.
All Halton residents are commended for their efforts to live the 3Rs—reduce, reuse,
recycle—every day.

Draft Solid Waste Management Strategy
Halton Region is exploring ways to further increase residential waste diversion to 65 or
even 70%. The Draft Solid Waste Management Strategy identifies 11 potential initiatives
that could be implemented to achieve these higher waste diversion goals. Visit www.
halton.ca/wastestrategy to read about the potential initiatives and to complete an online
survey (available until June 30, 2011).

Blue Box and GreenCart Pick Up
Existing residents can pick up replacement Blue Boxes and GreenCarts from the Halton
Regional Centre, 1151 Bronte Road. All new residents to Oakville can pick up their Blue
Boxes and GreenCarts from Town Hall at 1225 Trafalgar Road.

Take It Back! Halton
Take It Back! Halton is a directory of local businesses, non-profit organizations and
municipal facilities that take back materials to be reused, recycled or disposed.
Check the Take It Back! Halton directory for retail locations accepting materials. This
directory is available on Halton Region’s website at www.halton.ca/waste or by calling 311.

Plant Pot & Tray Recycling Pilot Project
Halton Region is piloting a drop off recycling program for plastic plant pots and trays at
the Halton Waste Management Site. The pilot runs May 24 –October 31, 2011.

Household Hazardous Waste Depot
Residential hazardous waste can injure waste collectors and damage the environment if
disposed of in the garbage or down the drain. Each year the Household Hazardous Waste
Depot — located at the Halton Waste Management Site, 5400 Regional Road 25 in Milton
— recycles or properly disposes over 900,000 litres of residential hazardous waste, which
is usually labeled as corrosive, explosive, poison or flammable.

!

The depot accepts acids (rust remover), aerosol cans (full), antifreeze , batteries (household
and car), bleach, compact fluorescent light bulbs (CFLs), fertilizers, fluorescent tubes (8
maximum), fuels, garden chemicals, household cleaners, medications, motor oil and
filters, paint, pesticides, pool chemicals, propane tanks (including those using the Green
Key® product), solvents, stains and varsol — free of charge. There is a 20 litre maximum
per visit. No commercial hazardous waste can be accepted.

Bring
your
expired
household batteries to
Town Hall, Iroquois Ridge
Community Centre, Glen
Abbey Community Centre
or the Central Branch of
the Oakville Public Library
for proper recycling.

If you can’t make it to the Depot to return unwanted materials, check the Take It Back!
Halton directory to see which local retailers accept hazardous waste free of charge.
Living the Green Life – Oakville’s Guide to Environmental Stewardship
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Section 3: At home – outdoors
!

Health Protection
Air Quality By-law
2010-035
For
the
purpose
of
protecting the health of
Oakville residents from the
negative effects of fine
particulate matter. For more
information on this by-law
visit www.oakville.ca or email
healthprotection@oakville.ca.

i

For more information
on the town’s Idling Bylaw or to report an idling
infraction call 905-8456601 ext. 3254.

Gardening, seasonal decorating, driving cars an dmaintaining your house, pool, yard, car
and driveway all affect local air and water quality. The following sections will help you
continue to maintain your property and enjoy your yard without causing further damage
to our local environment.

Air Quality
The Town of Oakville’s local air quality is influenced by many factors — some from close
to home and some from as far away as the Ohio Valley. Noxious mixtures of air pollutants
present in Oakville include ground level ozone, particulate matter, nitrogen oxides,
sulphur dioxides and volatile organic compounds. Emissions from industry, vehicular
traffic, energy production and use, the natural decay of vegetation, forest and structural
fires, pesticide and fertilizer use and residential heating all contribute to the release of
these pollutants.
Smog is a mixture of air pollutants that often manifests as a brownish yellow haze in the
warmer months. Smog alerts are issued by the Province of Ontario when air quality is deemed
to be poor. For smog alerts and updates visit www.airqualityontario.com.
The Air Quality Health Index was developed to help individuals protect their health by
providing them with information on the level of risk associated with pollution levels, and
identifying people most at risk. Developed by the federal and provincial governments, the
Index is measured on a coloured scale of 1 to 10+. The higher the reading, the greater the
health risk and hence the greater the need to take precautions. For more information visit
www.cleanairpartnership.org.
What you can do:

?

Did you know?
The Town of Oakville has
a Green Fleet Procedure
in place to guide all fleet
purchases including lawn
and garden equipment,
cars,
trucks,
arena
maintenance equipment
and Transit buses? To date
the town has purchase
fuel
efficient
vehicles
including smart cars and
hybrids and has also
piloted new technologies
on our arena ice edgers
and
lawn
equipment
that significantly reduces
greenhouse gas emissions.
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•

 upport town by-laws that have been implemented for the purpose of maintaining or
S
improving the current state of our environment

•

Start implementing some or all of the actions mentioned throughout this booklet

•

Spread the word and tell people about the progress you are making

In 2002 the Town of Oakville enacted it’s Anti-idling By-law, 2002-153, which prohibits a
driver from idling their vehicle for longer than five consecutive minutes. Exemptions to this
by-law include certain temperature highs and lows, assisting in an emergency situation and
running equipment directly from the vehicle’s motor. Anti-Idling By-law amendments are
planned for 2011 accompanied by an extensive outreach and education program.
The Open Air Burning By-law, 2006-174 regulates open air burning in the town to reduce
pollutants like VOCs, nitrogen oxides and fine particulate matter that cause poor air quality
and smog conditions that are bad for the environment and human health. Burning garbage,
pressure treated wood and plastics are even more detrimental.
A heat alert protocol was implemented in 2007 by the Town of Oakville to protect residents
without access to a cool environment. When a Heat Alert is issued by the province, the town
will keep some air-conditioned community facilities and pools open later to act as cooling
stations. For more information visit www.oakville.ca or dial 311.
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Energy use and conservation
Although the majority of our energy use takes place indoors, there are still some ways to
cut down on our electricity consumption outdoors:
•

Use motion sensing lighting

•

Try solar lights and solar motion sensor lighting

•

 et the sun heat your pool, either by leaving the cover off during the hot summer days
L
or by installing a solar water heater

•

 ake advantage of Mow Down Pollution, where Home Depot is offering discounts
T
on new fuel efficient lawn and garden equipment in exchange for retiring an older
inefficient gas guzzling mower or trimmer. Visit http://www.mowdownpollution.ca
for more information

Landscaping Oakville

!

!

A significant amount of inhalable particles of dust, dirt, pesticides and fertilizers are
released into the air from our lawns and gardens. On smog days it’s particularly important
to refrain from applying pesticides and fertilizers or using gas-powered equipment, but
you can also take action year-round to help improve air quality.
Trees, shrubs and flowers clean the air we breathe — so maintaining your yard can be a
very good thing. This section will help you maintain a beautiful lawn and garden without
negatively impacting our natural environment.

Soil assessments and amendments
By getting to know your soil you can concentrate your efforts where they are needed
most. First you need to know your soil’s composition, this will help you save both time
and water. Different soil types require different water techniques. Halton Region’s suggests
completing a soil assessment at home using a mason jar and these four simple steps:
1. F
 ill a mason jar one quarter full with a soil
sample from your landscape
2. O
 nce you have placed your soil in the mason jar,
fill the jar half way full with water
3. P
 lace the lid on the mason jar and shake and/
or the swirl the contents well to assure proper
mixture
4. P
 lace the jar in a undisturbed area for a few
hours then observe the layers of content which
have formed
The distribution/amount of one soil type to another
within the jar will provide you with a proper tool
to characterize your soil type. Use the following
rules to characterize your soil type:
a. L
 oam soil: Contents of jar will display an equal balance of clay, sand and silt. Loam soil
is an ideal soil type for all types of gardening
b. S
 andy soil: Contents of jar will display a large distribution of sand particles (approx. 1/3
or greater). Sandy soils can dry out very quickly following periods of watering
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According to the U.S.
Environmental
Protection
Agency (EPA), a new gas
powered
lawn
mower
produces volatile organic
compounds and nitrogen
oxides emissions air pollution
in one hour of operation
as 11 new cars each being
driven for one hour.

HERE! Halton
Enablers of
Renewable Energy
Greenhouse gas emissions that
cause global warming are a
leading environmental concern.
The Halton Environmental
Network (HEN) is working on
reducing these emissions by
providing people in Halton
with the information they need
to produce green power.
Since 2008, HEN has been
facilitating the installation of
renewable energy systems
on homes throughout Halton
Region via its Halton Residential
Solar Project and Halton
Enablers of Renewable Energy
(HERE!). With incentives such
as Ontario’s MicroFIT program,
the number of homeowners
interested in renewable energy
is growing. HERE! makes
the process of purchasing
an alternative energy system
easier by connecting interested
purchasers with people who
have already gone solar and
with potential vendors offering
turnkey installations. HERE!
provides outreach and education
on energy conservation and
alternative energy technologies,
and facilitates the installation
of solar, geothermal, and other
renewable energy systems.
To add your name to the list of
interested homeowners, please
email here.office@gmail.com,
call 905-299-2327, or visit
http://haltonenvironment.com/
here.
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For more information
Check out Halton Region’s
Daily Web TV Videos:
- Energy Reduction on the
Road

!

i

The
town’s
topsoil
protection
and
conservation by-law (1994041) prevents the removal
of any topsoil from any site
within the town without
a topsoil removal permit.
For more information visit
www.oakville.ca.

Aerating and overseeding
your lawn are also good
ways to promote growth
and overall health as well
as prevent the need for
excessive fertilization.

Now that you know what soil type you are working with you can determine your soil’s
ability to hold nutrients and water and its likelihood of compaction. Soil composed mostly
of sand has fewer tendencies to hold nutrients and also is less likely to become compacted
when compared to soil made mostly of clay.
Soil amendments are sometimes needed to supply organic matter, improve drainage,
increase moisture retention and improve aeration. The healthier your soil is, the less
fertilizers it will need to produce healthy plants. Homemade compost is a natural,
affordable choice for soil amendment. Composted manure, humus, Sphagnum peat moss
or top dressing are also good choices.

The next soil characteristic to determine is pH. Generally, plants do well in soils that are
between six and seven on the pH scale. This relates to a neutral soil with the same pH
characteristics as milk or pure water. Soils below six are considered too acidic, while soils
above sevn are considered too alkaline

For soils that are
Too acidic

Free!
Each year Halton Region
offers free compost to
Halton residents. The yard
waste collected through
Halton
Region’s
yard
waste collection program
is turned into high quality
compost. Residents can
take up to the equivalent
of seven garbage bags of
compost per household.
Donations are accepted.
Bring your own containers
such as garbage bags,
yard waste bags, reusable
containers,
pick-up
bed trailer and shovels.
Residents are responsible
for shoveling and bagging
their own compost.
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d. C
 lay soil: Contents of jar will display a larger distribution of clay (approx. 1/3 clay or
greater). With the extreme hardness in dry times and compaction properties during
wet periods, clay soils can create problems in trying to establish all plant types within
your landscape

Soil pH

See Appendix E for more
information on maintaining
your lawn and garden.

$

c. S
 ilt soil: Contents of jar will display a larger distribution of silt (approx. 1/3 silt or
greater). Silt soils have the ability to retain more moisture than what is required by
most plants

Too alkaline

?

Add
Dolomitic
Lime: to
Lime:
neutralize
the acidity high in
of your soil. magnesium
and used
Known as
a balancing to increase
agent, lime alkalinity
increases
the
alkalinity of
your soil.
Flowers of Sulphur: used
to increase soil acidity
and should be applied
before the growing
season

Hi-Cal Lime:
contains
calcium
and is used
to increase
alkalinity
where soil is
adequate in
magnesium

Egg
and
Seafood Shells:
when broken
down help to
neutralize acidic
soils

Evergreen Needles: are highly
acidic and work as a great
mulch

Did you know?
Soil pH test kits are available at most home and garden centres within Oakville. It is recommended
to take multiple samples from different areas in your yard, mix them together and test the mixed
sample.
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Fertilizing
All fertilizers should be used in moderation. The accumulation of nutrients in the natural
environment can have negative effects on aquatic plants and wildlife. Phosphorus
(represented by the middle number on a fertilizer package) that washes off the land
into rivers, streams and lakes causes increased aquatic plant growth, which limits the
production of oxygen and can result in a decrease in fish populations.
Although no restrictions have been placed on standalone chemical fertilizers, organic and
natural fertilizers usually have less negative impacts on the environment. Talk to the staff
at your local garden centre, or check out the natural gardening guide for lawns, Appendix
E for tips on how to have a green lawn without using harsh chemicals

!

An easy way to remember
this is Up (nitrogen helps
The numbers represent the per centage of each nutrient that is contained in each bag.
build strong stalks for
Appendix A
Appendices
Getting started
The order that these number appear will remain constant, only
the per centage
of each
plants), Down (phosphorus
purchasing fertilizer, what do the numbers mean?
nutrient will change. For example: 20-10-4 indicates that the fertilizer mixture contains When
helps build roots) and All
The numbers represent the percentage of each nutrient that is contained in e
number appear
will remain constant;
only the percentag
20per cent nitrogen, 10per cent phosphorous and 4per cent potassium. The ratio of The order that these
Around
(potassium
is good
nutrient will change.
for
the
all-around
general
nitrogen to phosphorus to potassium should be consistent at a 4:1:2 ratio such as 20-5-10.
For example: 20-10-4
indicates
fertilizer mixture contains 20% nitrog
health
ofthat
thetheplant)
phosphorous and 4% potassium.

When purchasing fertilizer, what do the numbers mean?

Slow-release fertilizers are designed to release nutrients to your lawn and garden over
Did you know...
time as they are needed instead of as they are applied. They are more efficient,
improve
Soil pH test kits are
at most home
quality and yield and result in less environmental damage since because lessavailable
nutrients
are
and garden centres
within Oakville. It is
leached into the soil.
recommended to take

multiple samples from
All fertilizers, even natural fertilizers, have the potential to burn of harm plants
if applied
different areas in your
yard, mix them together if
incorrectly, so remember to check the instructions or ask a gardening professional
and test the mixed
sample.
they’re right for your garden.

•

Blood meal is a rich source of nitrogen.

•

 one meal has a high level of phosphorus – upwards of 30 per cent – and 1 to 2 per
B
cent nitrogen.

Up Nitrogen (N)
helps the grass grow
green and UP

!

Down Phosphorus (P)
helps the roots grow
DOWN and healthy

All Around Potassium (K)
helps the overall health
and propagation of the p

•

 eaweed kelp is recommended for use on roses, orchids and tomatoes and is great
S
Remember, all pesticides
source of potassium.
and fertilizers whether
Natural Fertilizers

•

 orn gluten meal is a slow-release organic fertilizer for grass that contains 10 per cent Blood Meal: is a rich source of nitrogen that has the ability to burn plant life
C
permitted
or of cattle’s
restricted,
in excess. Blood meal
is a powdered form
blood. Blood meal’s NP
nitrogen. It also inhibits seed germination — great for weeds — so should be applied at 15-1.3-0.7
have the potential to:
least three weeks after seeding.
Bone Meal: a high phosphorus fertilizer, bone meal contains upwards of 30% pho

chemical

or

organic,

• Kill or harm beneficial
plants, insects and mites
recommended for use on roses, orchids and tomato gardens.

and only 1-2% Nitrogen

Pesticide use and regulations

Seaweed Kelp:
source of potassium if applied according to directions. Should not be used o
plants; it is has the tendency to burn plants if too strong.

• Harm

plants,

animals,

Pesticides are prohibited for cosmetic use by the Province of Ontario. Provincial regulations
fish and humans if used
Gluten Meal: does not permit seeds to germinate when applied at a cer
of pesticides superseded all municipal by-laws in April 2009, putting all of Ontario under Corn
although it is not selective
to just weeds. Do not apply corn gluten meal unti
incorrectly
the same set of rules. The province reviewed a long list of already approved pesticides three weeks after seeding. Corn gluten meal is considered a slow release
fertilizer, as it contains
10%
• Causenitrogen.
skin or eye irritations
to determine which products needed to be removed from store shelves entirely, which
• Be toxic until diluted or
needed to be kept behind store shelves and which were permitted for use by residents,
washed away
licenced exterminators and landscapers.
Training in Integrated Pest Management (IPM) is also now mandatory for14professional
landscapers, exterminators and turf specialists. IPM balances pesticide application with
actions to build a healthy landscape and control unwanted species of plant and insect.
Any pesticides used are documented and audited by the Ministry of Environment on
a regular basis. For complete details on Ontario’s Provincial Pesticide Regulations visit
www.ene.gov.on.ca/en/land/pesticides/, or Appendix F for a complete list of Ministry
approved solutions to your lawn and garden pest problems.

• Harm humans or animals
if ingested or inhaled

Oakville’s Guide to gardening naturally
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Always read and follow
manufacturer’s directions
before applying any type
of product to your lawn or
garden.
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Get to know your pest –
Since 2002, the town has
virtually eliminated the
use of chemical pesticides
except for in the case of
when human health is at
risk. The Parks and Open
Space Department will
use a permitted chemical
pesticide
when
Giant
Hogweed or Poison Ivy is
encroaching on pathways
or trails.

When trying to eradicate a certain pest, whether plant or animal, it is important to first
get to know that pest, its likes and dislikes, the weather conditions it thrives in, the other
plants or animals it may be in competition with, the kinds of damage it causes, and the
best time to take action against it.

The Town has undertaken
a number of practices
for turf, garden and
greenspace management
including:

Invasive exotics are species of plants or animals that are not native, but mistakenly
transported or deliberately introduced as the result of human actions. Under regular
conditions, communities are made up of a variety of species that have developed in the
area and co-exist in harmony and balance. Since non-native species developed in different
environments, when they are introduced they can grow in an uncontrolled manner,
overwhelming native species and upsetting the delicate natural balance arrived at over
centuries, which can result in the loss of species and even whole communities.vii

• Different cutting regimes
to increase the vigour of
turf and reduce weed
invasion
• Integrated pest
management techniques
• Naturalization
• Installation of irrigation
systems

Insects are a natural part of a lawn and garden. Beneficial insects exist in your lawn
and garden and can help maintain the health of your garden, attract native wildlife and
pollinate plants. Detect insect problems by conducting regular inspections of leaves, roots,
thatch and soil.

Invasive Species in Oakville

There are many invasive species in Oakville, but only a few are causing devastating effects
or have been found to be harmful to human or plant health:
An infestation of Giant Hogweed has become established along the trail in Sixteen Mile
Creek north of Upper Middle Road and south of Dundas Street West. Additionally, small
patches of Giant Hogweed were also found at Hog’s Back
Park at Cross Avenue and Speers Road. Giant Cow Parsnip,
which is a similar species of plant to the Giant Hogweed,
was reported in Joshua Creek Park. Giant Hogweed excretes
a clear watery sap that reacts with sunlight to cause burn
like symptoms on the skin.
Under the “poisonous plant” health and safety exemption
in the Ministry of the Environment’s Pesticide Regulations,
the town has used a prescribed pesticide on Giant Hogweed
in public areas for the protection of residents. Because the
sap is toxic, it is not safe to cut giant hogweed in areas of
high public use since the public (and pets) would be at
significant risk of coming into contact with sap from the
cut plant.
If Giant Hogweed is found on your property please
take precaution and do not attempt to touch the plant
without proper protection.
If you chose to remove it yourself always wear protective clothing and avoid getting the
sap on your skin by wearing synthetic water proof clothing, gardening gloves and eye
goggles to protect yourself from the plant. Since the implementation of the MOE Pesticide
Regulations products are limited, ask your local gardening centre staff for help.
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The Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) is a metallic green-coloured
beetle that has killed millions of ash trees in the northern
United States and Canada since it was discovered near Detroit in
2002. Its presence in Oakville was first confirmed in July 2008 in
the vicinity of the Eighth Line and Falgarwood. The Canadian Food
Inspection Agency (CFIA) has taken action to limit the spread of
EAB by issuing a ministerial order. Under the order, movement of
firewood of all tree species, and ash tree products such as nursery
stock, logs, branches and wood chips into or outside the Region of Halton is prohibited. The
regulations extend to vehicles used to carry restricted wood materials.

!

To date Oakville has ceased new planting of ash trees; launched an EAB trapping project;
implemented canopy conservation by under planting new species of trees applied TreeAzin
treatments to street and park ash trees; performed leading-edge EAB research with several
partner organizations; became the first municipality in Canada to comprehensively define
distribution of EAB throughout a community; and undertaken a tree inventory project.

“The Emerald Ash Borer
poses a serious threat to
our forest cover as there
are approximately 177,300
ash trees in Oakville —
approximately 9.6 per
cent of our urban forest
canopy leaf area,” said
John McNeil, Manager
of Forestry Services for
the Town of Oakville. “I
encourage all residents
join Oakville’s Canopy Club
campaign to save our tree
canopy.”

Oakville Canopy Club
In June 2011, the town launched the Oakville Canopy Club, an innovative community
outreach program that encourages residents to help save Oakville’s tree canopy from the
threat of EAB. Whether you have an ash tree or not, here’s how you can become a Canopy
Club Champion: spread the word; treat your ash trees; remove dead or dying ash trees to
minimize the spread; dispose of removed trees properly; replant a new species of tree; get
involved; like us on Facebook; and tell us how we’re doing.
For more information visit www.oakville.ca/eab.htm
European gypsy moth is a non-native defoliating insect that
is considered a major pest in North America. The caterpillar or
larva stage of the insect eats the leaves of trees, making the trees
more susceptible to disease and attack from other insects. The
town’s forestry staff has been monitoring gypsy moth levels in
Oakville since 2005.
In March 2008, Council approved a recommendation for the
aerial spraying of about 63 hectares of town forest properties to
help control gypsy moth. The Gypsy Moth Project involved the
aerial spraying of the biological control treatment Btk (Bacillus thuringiensis kurstaki)
by a low flying helicopter on two dates in May. The spraying of Btk has been identified
as the most responsible way to handle the current gypsy moth infestation and minimize
potential outbreaks by the Ministry of the Environment.
Recommendations for removing gyspsy moths from private property:
Late April–Early May
•

 lace sticky barriers, or bands on the tree trunk. Wrap duct tape around the tree trunk
P
and apply a thin coat of sticky material (ready-to-use products are commercially
available in most garden centres) to the duct tape

•

 pray with Bacterial Insecticide, Bacillus thuringiensis ssp. kurstaki (Btk.) The primary
S
objective of a spray program is to protect vulnerable trees from moderate to severe
defoliation. Reducing the nuisance factor caused by the presence of gypsy moth is an
additional benefit of this treatment
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Late May–August
•

!

 eplace sticky bands with burlap (cloth) bands. Trap and destroy caterpillars by
R
placing burlap (cloth) bands on trees. Wrap burlap that is approximately one-metre
wide around the tree trunk, tie it at the middle with a rope and fold it
Garlic mustard was introduced to North America by pioneers as
a potted herb. It seeds prolifically and has been spreading across
Ontario, releasing chemicals into the soil that reduce the growth of
many native plants and trees. Garlic mustard can also out-compete
native species for light, water and nutrients. Our most beautiful
woodland plants, including our native trilliums, are endangered by
this aggressive invasive species.

Take part in helping to
remove garlic mustard from
town woodlands. For more
information visit Section 5:
Getting Involved, Oakville
Horticultural Society.

Although garlic mustard can re-grow if the taproots or fragments remain, if it is continually
cut back to the ground it will not have energy to produce seeds and will eventually die.
Plants with flowers or seeds should be discarded — not composted — as it can set seed after
it has been cut and those seeds can remain viable for a very long time. If you find garlic
mustard in your garden, dig it out!

i

On October 1, 2008 the
town enacted its Private
Tree Protection By-law
2008-156, regulating the
destruction or injury of all
trees on private property.
The by-law supports a
greener community and a
healthier environment by
preserving significant trees
on all private properties,
sustaining
Oakville’s
urban forest. For more
information visit www.
oakville.ca or contact the
town’s Forestry section at
905-845-6601, ext. 3348.

Plant native!
Conservation Halton suggests the following actions to help prevent invasive species from
growing on your property:
•

 se only locally native species for large-scale landscaping and native species in garden
U
landscaping

•

 ecome familiar with species that are native to your local area and problem invasive
B
species

•

 hen purchasing seeds, beware of the use of the term wildflower — it can refer to
W
non-native species that are low or no-maintenance, many of which can be invasive.
Read the label to see what species are included and compare to a list of native species

•

 pproach your local municipality about including native landscape plantings in
A
municipal by-laws and municipal planting projects.

•

 pread the word — discuss the issue of invasive species with your local garden club,
S
garden centre or nursery and naturalist club

Plants that are native to an area flourish because they’re accustomed to the climate
and food sources, so plant them! To better understand what plants are native to our
region, visit Appendix C and D, compiled by Conservation Halton. From time to time
Conservation Halton updates their guidelines and associated appendices, for this reason
visit Conservation Halton’s website be consulted for the most up to date native species list.

26

Living the Green Life – Oakville’s Guide to Environmental Stewardship

Water use and conservation
Every time you turn on your sink or take a shower it is easy to forget the steps and processes
in place to deliver safe, clean drinking water to your home.

$

Rain Barrel Sale
Diverting water from your
downspout into a rain
barrel allows for rain water
capture and storage. This is
an excellent source of water
for your plants and garden.
Halton Region has hosted
rain barrels sales in each of
its municipalities annually
since 2009.
Look for
information on Halton’s rain
barrels sales at www.halton.
ca/waterconservation
or
dial 311.

To make sure there is the same accessibility to fresh water resources in the future, we need
to make water conservation an important part of our daily lives today!
Watering your potted and hanging plants require a large amount of water— but they don’t
require filtered water from the tap to thrive. Rainwater serves the purpose perfectly.
Rain barrels can be connected to your downspout to serve as temporary storage for storm
water. Rain water that falls on your roof can be captured in your rain barrel and used in
place of tap water for watering your garden and potted plants. Rain barrels come equipped
with fine mesh to keep mosquitoes and other critters out.

The Outdoor Water-Use Reduction Program
There is a greater demand for water demand during certain months of the year. Increased
demand usually happens in the summer because of hot weather and its drying effects on
lawns and gardens.
Peak summer demand refers to the increased water consumption experienced during hot
summer months. Water needs can often double the usual water needs of winter months.
This increase places a great amount of stress on water and wastewater treatment plants.
The Outdoor Water-Use Reduction Program monitors daily:
•

 he Region’s drinking water systems. Specifically how much water is being produced
T
and delivered from the Water Purification Plants.

•

Source water levels.

•

Risk factors that strain our supply of potable water (i.e. weather patterns).

When certain indicators show that our water system is stressed the program will issue a
restriction level. Residents are asked to reduce or stop outdoor water activities, depending
on the current level in effect, until water levels are higher again.

Restriction levels:
Level 1– Careful use: Voluntary odd and even day lawn-watering in effect. No serious
shortage at this level. Voluntary reduction of outdoor water use.

i

Level 2 – Limited use: Mandatory odd and even day lawn-watering in effect. Reservoir
levels are down to 75per cent. Enforcement increases at this level.
Level 3 – Reduce and stop: All lawn and garden watering is no longer allowed. Reservoir
levels are as low as 55 per cent. Reduce and stop all non-essential use.

For information on how
much water your lawn
and garden needs you first
need to know what type
of soil you have. Visit the
Soil Assessment section on
page 21 to determine your
soils ability to hold water.

Halton Region asks residents for their cooperation with the Outdoor Water-Use Reduction
Program. For more information, visit www.Halton.ca or dial 311.

Stormwater Management
The Town of Oakville has an extensive stormwater management system in place for water
quality, erosion and quantity controls. Stormwater retention facilities are designed to
collect runoff from the local storm sewer system following a rainfall or snowmelt event,
or activities such as watering lawns and washing cars. They are built to temporarily hold
storm water, provide treatment to remove the pollutants, then slowly release the treated
water back to our waterways. They are not meant for recreational purposes.
Living the Green Life – Oakville’s Guide to Environmental Stewardship
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Stormwater management ponds (SWMPs)

!

SWMPs control the flow of water. Without these ponds, large amounts of water would
enter a stream all at once, causing flooding and eroding soil from the stream banks. SWMPs
also improve water quality. The permanent pool of water within the pond allows sediment
to settle before water enters the stream.

The Yellow Fish RoadTM
program
teaches
the
importance
of
clean
water and demonstrates
how decisions made by
one person can make
a difference to a whole
community. It has two
components:
The impact of this program
can be enormous. If
the Yellow Fish RoadTM
program prevents one
person from pouring a
litre of paint down a storm
drain, this directly benefits
the community’s water
source for drinking water,
commerce and recreation
and benefits animal and
aquatic species who use
the river for food, shelter
and reproductive purposes.
For more information and
to sign up, call 905-8456601, ext. 3948.

In developed areas where paved surfaces cover the soil, water cannot be absorbed and
instead travels as runoff, reaching our waterways much more quickly. As it flows over
the paved surfaces, the runoff also collects various pollutants including dirt, fertilizer
containing phosphorus and nitrogen, and debris like grass-clippings, paper and cigarette
butts. In addition, the buffer areas around the SWMP are usually landscaped with dense
vegetation and grasses. This vegetation also improves the water quality by helping to filter
the sediment.
For the health and safety of the public, swimming or wading, skating, boating and fishing
are prohibited on SWMPs. For the protection of the SWMP fish stocking, unauthorized
vegetation planting or removal and material dumping are also prohibited to control the
intrusion of wildlife and foreign matter.
The Town has established a stormwater management pond (SWMP) monitoring program
to assess pond function and water quality by measuring total suspended solids, dissolved
and total phosphorus, E. coli, and pH among other parameters. Currently, the Town
manages 20 SWMPs and there are about 27 additional ponds in developing areas that will
eventually come under the Town operation.
For more information on Oakville’s SWMPs, go to www.oakville.ca/env-stormwater.htm

Storm sewer use by-law
The Storm Sewer Use By-law 2009-031 regulates discharges into Oakville’s public storm
sewer infrastructure in order to protect it from deterioration, damage and obstruction;
protect the public, workers and properties from hazardous materials and dangerous
conditions; and protect the environment from contaminants.
To report an inappropriate discharge please contact the town’s Water Resources Engineer
at 905.845.6601 x3889.

Safe pool drainage
Drain your pool on a dry day. If it’s rainy, the extra water could overwhelm the storm sewer.
Water must be dechlorinated before being discharged into the storm sewer system, which
includes front and rear yard ditches and catchbasins. After a week without chlorination
residual chlorine levels should be sufficiently low.
It’s best to discharge pool water onto your lawn to promote infiltration, as long as it doesn’t
impact your neighbour’s property. Don’t drain salt water pools into storm sewers. Instead,
discharge the water into the sanitary system connection located on your own property.
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Living with Wildlife
With its proximity to Lake Ontario, a multitude of creeks and habitats ranging from fresh
water marshes to oak savannahs, Oakville is fortunate to host an impressive range of
species. Living responsibly with our “wild” neighbours helps conserve biodiversity and
provides us with a host of benefits. The town has a number of resources to help you help
nature:
Oakville Wildlife Strategy (2011) – a comprehensive guide to wildlife in Oakville
Wildlife Conflict Guidelines (2011) – detailed procedures for dealing with
Wildlife Fact Sheets
Answering the Call of the Wild by Erin Luther for the Toronto Wildlife Centre (a
resource on helping injured or orphaned animals)
Visit us online at www.oakville.ca/environment.htm to view these resources or dial 311.
Copies are also available at all branches of the Oakville Public Library.

A Special Note on Coyotes…
Coyotes are a common species that has adapted well to urban living. While they can look
frightening, they don’t pose a threat to humans and will generally run away if confronted.
They play an important part of the ecosystem and provide pest control services by keeping
the rodent population down. Be “coyote smart” and follow these basic rules to stay safe:
•

 o NOT feed coyotes – this includes leaving pet food or other edible items out in your
D
yard.

•

 ever run from a coyote – coyotes are instinctively trained to chase anything that runs
N
away. Stand your ground and make a loud noise and chances are, they’ll leave

•

 on’t leave small pets unattended in areas that might be frequented by coyotes.
D
Coyotes eat small mammals and dogs, cats, rabbits and squirrels all look the same to
them

•

 oyote attacks on humans are almost non-existent. In comparison, the Ontario
C
Humane Society reports approximately 5,500 dog bites per year

Wildlife Proofing Your Home
Are your neighbours getting a little too “wild” for you? Wildlife goes where it can find
appropriate shelter and food. You may be unknowingly attracting guests that you may not
want so close. Here are some tips to discourage wildlife from taking up residence in your
home. For further information, check out the town’s “Wildlifeproofing Your Home” fact
sheet or contact a humane wildlife management company.
•

Invest in a chimney cap. Installed properly, it will stop wildlife from entering

•

Keep eaves troughs cleaned out. All that debris makes a lovely nest for some birds

•

Check your shingles and make sure they are in good shape

•

 hat yummy grease dripping from those good old ribs and whatever else you’ve been
T
cooking that lands on your patio is a favourite food for most wild animals who are
wanting to get a good deal of fat stored on them for the winter. Keep it clean and keep
the lid on it when not in use.
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Speaker Series
Beginning in the Fall
of 2011, the town will
be offering a “wildlife
speaker series” featuring
topics of interest to the
community. Join us on
September 15, 2011 for
an evening with John
Pisapio, an internationally
recognized
expert
on
coyotes. Future events
include Wildlife Proofing
Your Home, Landscaping
for Wildlife, Duck Duck
Goose (waterfowl along
the lakeshore) and more!
See the town’s website for
details or dial 311.

!

How to
protect yourself:
 over up — wear lightC
coloured,
long-sleeved
shirts and pants with fabric
thick enough to prevent
mosquitoes from biting
and shoes and socks
void being outdoors in
A
the morning and early
evening when mosquitoes
are most active and likely
to bite
 educe mosquito breeding
R
sites around your home
by getting rid of standing
water older than seven
days
se insect repellant that
U
contains DEET — be
sure to read and follow
instructions on label —
in the morning or early
evening, or if you’re in
a wooded, shaded or
swampy area
For more information
on WNV or to report a
standing water site in
Oakville, call 905-8456601, ext. 3006.
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•

 hile it may be really nice to watch the birds in your backyard coming to the feeders,
W
feeding wild birds is going to attract more than just wild birds. It’s best to let the wild
animals find their own natural sources of food away from built up areas

•

 ny vents (e.g. clothes dryer, stove top, heat, air-conditioning) should be secure and
A
screened

•

Window wells should be covered up to prevent an animal from falling in

•

I f possible, don’t make woodpiles outside and if you must, don’t place them against a
structure such as the house

•

 nything that overhangs or touches your roof or is within three feet from it, will be
A
an easy access for a wild animal. Trim all branches that overhang the home directly

•

 rubs in lawns are a constant source of raccoons or skunks digging up lawns. The
G
good news is that eventually they will eat all the larvae and you won’t have a grub
problem and your grass will grow back with a bit of reseeding on your part

•

 ruit trees and wildlife go together. If you enjoy planting and growing fruit trees and
F
vines (e.g. grapes) then you will have to accept to some degree that you’ll be sharing
some of that bounty with the wild animals in your area

•

 on’t feed your pets outdoors and if you must, stay with them until they finish eating.
D
Clean up anything that is not eaten and bring all the bowls inside

•

Don’t feed stray cats outside. Cats kill wild birds and some small mammals needlessly

West Nile virus
What is West Nile virus?
West Nile virus (WNV) is found in wild birds and carried by mosquitoes. It was first
identified in the province of West Nile, Uganda in 1937. In the summer of 2001, WNV was
discovered in dead birds in southern Ontario.
In Halton, the regional Health department and local municipalities work to reduce the
impact of WNV on the health of Halton residents by:
•

I nforming and encouraging people to take steps to protect themselves from exposure
to mosquitoes

•

Informing and encouraging people to reduce mosquito-breeding sites around their
homes

•

 onducting monitoring and surveillance activities (e.g., setting mosquito traps,
C
conducting larva monitoring, responding to standing water complaints, etc.) to detect
the presence of WNV

•

 onitoring for the presence of WNV in humans by ensuring prompt reporting of all
M
cases of the disease by working with local physicians and hospitals

•

 sing pesticides to control the mosquito population in catch basins and surface water
U
sites ( storm water retention ponds , road side ditches, field pools,woodland pools, etc)
where mosquito larvae have been detected

•

Developing a plan for using pesticides to kill adult mosquitoes

•

I nforming Halton residents about WNV through media releases, pesticide use notices
posted in local newspapers, and posting the latest data and information on www.
halton.ca
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Waste management
Litter abatement programs
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The town encourages everyone to help keep Oakville litter-free through its Don’t be a
Litterbug! Campaign, Adopt-A-Park / Parcel and Trail programs and the annual 20-Minute
Makeover.
•

itter affects our community aesthetically and economically. Oakville taxpayers
L
pay for roadside cleanups — money that could have been used for road repairs,
improvements or community programs

•

 hen litter destroys the beauty and enjoyment of our community, Oakville risks
W
tourism and business opportunities

•

Litter discourages economic development because it impacts real estate values

•

 itter can also be a breeding ground for disease and can cause injury or death to pets
L
and wild animals

•

support goals and actions included in the town’s Environmental Strategic Plan (ESP)

•

 nforce the actions laid out in the town’s TZW Procedure User Guide and the Special
e
Events User Guide, holding event planners responsible for waste reduction, diversion
and collection efforts

•

satisfy Goal 3.10 of the town’s TZW Work Plan, ‘to update town’s Litter By-law to
include contaminating public waste streams on town property as an infraction’

The litter by-law of
1971 is being updated in
2011 to reflect the goals
and outcomes stated in
the town’s Towards Zero
Waste (TZW) Procedure.
The amended by-law,
Litter By-law 2011-045,
holds
event
planners
responsible for waste
reduction and diversion
and also makes it an
infraction to contaminate
waste (recycling, compost
and garbage) receptacles
on town property. The
amended By-law, 2011045, a by-law to prohibit
littering.

If you witness the illegal dumping of garbage, please note the license plate number and
report this information to the by-law enforcement and licensing office at 905-338-4219.
Please do not attempt to stop this dumping yourself.
The Pick-a-Parcel program is a great way to help clean up Oakville’s parks and trails.
Citizens, school and youth groups, community and corporate organizations can adopt
specific parkland areas by keeping them litter free on a year-round basis or by cleaning
up specific areas throughout the community on a one-time basis. Groups adopting a trail
or park site for a year will be recognized by a sign at the entrance to that trail or park. For
more information, please contact the Parks and Open Space department at 905-845-6601,
ext. 3076.
When we work together 20 minutes is all it takes to make a greener Oakville! Every year the
town encourages schools, community groups, individuals and businesses to participate in
the GTA-wide 20-Minute Makeover in April to clean up our green and public spaces and
protect our wildlife and resources. Whether you’re at school, at work or out at the park,
grab a bag and head outside!
The Town of Oakville has participated in the 20-Minute Makeover since 2004.
As a pet owner the town encourages you to abide by the stoop and scoop by-law and pick
up after your pet. This is in effect on all property within the Town of Oakville.
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Helpful hints for curbside pick up
Halton Region is responsible for the collection of Blue Box recycling, GreenCart organics
and garbage collection from residential areas. Here are a few tips:

!

The Town of Oakville
collects loose leaves from
curbsides each year in the
spring and fall. Please be
sure that:

•

 on’t be late – Place your waste at the curb by 7 a.m. the morning of your collection
D
day, but no sooner than 5 p.m. the evening before.

•

Keep the weight down – Containers and bags should weigh no more than 23 kg (50 lbs)

•

 nly put waste at the curb – Items including dollys, laundry baskets, totes, bicycles,
O
etc., may be mistakenly collected by the collection truck or scavenged by other
residents. Halton Region and its collection contractors are not responsible for items
mistakenly collected or scavenged

•

 eep snow and ice away – During the winter, ensure material is free of snow and ice
K
and is visible to the collection crew. Do not place material on top of snow banks

• Leaves are free of debris
and other foreign matter

•

 void accidents – Wrap broken glass and sharp objects in a puncture-resistant package
A
before putting them in your garbage. Don’t put needles, syringes or lancets in your
garbage, Blue Box or GreenCart. Please contact your pharmacy or doctor’s office for
proper disposal advice

•

 void pests – Rinse plastic wrap, Styrofoam trays and plastic containers before putting
A
them in the regular garbage

• Leaves are put out no
earlier than seven days
before the first day of
your pickup and no later
than 7 a.m. on the first
day of collection in your
zone

•

 rotect the environment. Do not put household hazardous waste such as batteries,
P
compact fluorescent light bulbs, paint, chlorine, pesticides or motor oil in your Blue
Box, GreenCart or garbage. Instead, bring them to the Household Hazardous Waste
Depot located at the Halton Waste Management Site. For more information on
acceptable household hazardous waste materials visit page 10.

• All loose leaves are
placed on the boulevard
or on the shoulder, not
over catch basins or in
the ditches in front of
your house

For the pick-up schedule
and more information, visit
www.oakville.ca.

T

Waste drop-off event
Special Waste Drop-off Day
Saturday, June 25, 2011
9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Halton Regional Centre
1151 Bronte Road, Oakville
(Please note: this location is not the Halton Waste Management Site landfill)
Accepted materials:
•

 lectronics – computers, stereos, phones, TVs, VCRs, DVD players and computer
E
monitors)

•

 ousehold hazardous waste – pesticides, paint, stains, motor oil, antifreeze, varsol,
H
fuels, cleaners, pool chemicals, pharmaceuticals, propane tanks, household batteries,
car batteries, fluorescent tubes and bulbs)

Scrap metal, tires, reuse materials (clothes, etc.), or commercial wastes are not accepted.
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TIP
Not sure of how to dispose
of
something?
Visit
www.halton.ca/
putwasteinitsplace
and Halton Region’s online
tool—enter an item you
are unsure what to do with
and it will tell you how to
reuse, recycle or dispose of
it properly.

Section 4: Around Town
Make Your Move Oakville is the Town’s public education and
awareness program to promote the benefits of healthy, active
lifestyles and encourage residents to become more active
through various sport, commuting and recreational activities.
The programs below have been implemented to make walking,
biking and carpooling within Oakville easier than ever.
The Pedestrian Charter supports a vision of a walkable
community, and actively encourages a walking culture in
Oakville. Modeled after the International Charter for Walking,
the Pedestrian Charter calls for a safe, walkable community
that is cleaner and greener, and focuses on six key areas: accessibility, well designed and
managed spaces and places, better walking routes and networks, land use planning that
supports walking, community safety and a culture of walking.

i

-Active Transportation

The Pedestrian Charter is part of the Town’s Make Your Move sport and physical activity
strategy. Make Your Move aims is to improve the health and well-being of Oakville
residents through public education and community outreach.
The town has an approved Active Transportation Master Plan (ATMP) study, which includes
a full review of our pedestrian and cycling facilities network, with an additional focus on how
it blends with Oakville Transit services. This information was used to assist in identifying
deficiencies or areas where improved pedestrian and cycling access were warranted.

To learn more about Active
Transportation and the
good it can do for our
health and environment,
watch Halton Region’s
Daily Web TV video:

?

The proposed Active Transportation network consists of designated cycling facilities
including signed-only bicycle routes, paved shoulder bikeways, cycle lanes, separated
bikeways and off-road cycling routes such as paved multi-use trails.

Did you know?
One bus load saves
70 000 litres of fuel and
is equivalent to taking 40
cars off the road during
rush hour traffic.

The pedestrian component of the plan consists of the existing sidewalk and trail network
along with identifying missing sidewalk links on town and regional roads. This is supported
by policies and recommendations that encourage improved pedestrian facilities in urban
areas that complement the Town’s Official Plan and Transportation Master Plan.
For more information visit http://www.oakville.ca/activea2b.htm

Oakville Transit – New routes, better service
Oakville Transit continuously monitors routes and services – to ensure our services offer
the customer more convenience, more choice, and more connections.
Did you know that riding the bus only costs $0.65 when making a GO Train connection?
That special routes exist for late night service, shopping for seniors and school trips for
students? Or that discounts are available for students and seniors?
Did you know you can make your transit trip even easier with a PRESTO card? The
PRESTO card uses the latest technology to make it easier to pay your fare while travelling
within multiple transit systems. It also allows customers to ride on any participating
transit system without pre-purchasing tickets or having to search for the correct change.
The PRESTO card, which is the size of a gift or debit card, can be loaded with money (an
e-purse).
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?

Oakville Transit is offering PRESTO for adult fares as well as concession fares — discount
fares for children, students and seniors.

Did you know?
All Oakville Transit busses
were
equipped
with
bike racks making your
commute even easier.

Convenience, simplicity, and amazing possibilities — that is PRESTO.
Transit can be a relaxing and convenient way to get around. Visit www.OakvilleTransit.ca
for more information.

Special services and discounts

!

!

Summer Fun Bus and Bike
Day is held annually in
July to introduce young
children to the public
transit system. There is
face painting, bus rides,
bicycle repair and riding
clinics, and lots of fun for
the youngsters!

Map my Walk
Visit
www.mapmywalk.
com to plan and map
out customized walks.
Calculate distance, count
calories, share with friends
and more.

John R. Rhodes Residences special
Every Friday, this special will take passengers to Trafalgar Village, Oakville Place, and
Hopedale Mall.
Knox Heritage Place Special
Every Friday, this special will take passengers to Wal-Mart, Oakville Place, and Trafalgar
Village.
Oakville Senior Citizens Residence Special
Every Thursday, this special will take passengers to Bronte Village Mall, Hopedale Mall,
Oakville Place, and Trafalgar Village.
Student Freedom Pass
For only $10 a month, elementary and secondary students can ride unlimited weekday
evenings after 4 p.m. and all day on weekends and statutory holidays.
Late Night Service
Oakville Transit provides late night buses from the Oakville GO Station at 12:25 am and
1:25 am to coincide with the arrival times of the last two trains from Toronto Union Station.
A route is constructed “on the spot” based on the drop-offs requested.
Stop On Request
Concerned about your safety? Stop on Request is a customer service available to all
passengers after dusk on all Oakville Transit vehicles. If you feel your personal safety is at
risk, you can ask the driver to let you off as close to your requested stop as possible.

Oakville Walking Groups
Joining a group is a great way to motivate yourself to get out there and walk!
Mom’s Stroller Fun
Iroquois Ridge Community Centre, Oakville Parks, Recreation & Culture Program
Urban Walking
Iroquois Ridge Community Centre, Oakville Parks, Recreation & Culture Program
Oakville Place Mall Walkers
Oakville Place Shopping Centre, 240 Leighland Avenue, 905-842-2140
The Sneaker Set
With a membership of over 500 people, The Sneaker Set offers indoor and outdoor walking
routes at Oakville Place Mall. Participants walk at their own pace. Brochure available at
the Oakville Place Guest Services Desk at the Shoppers Drug Mart entrance.

Runners
The Oakville Runners’ Club meets every Saturday morning at 8:30 a.m. at River Oaks
Community Centre.
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iCANwalk Campaign
Walking to work, school or the store is good for everyone, both as a way to be active and
save money on gas. But in many places getting around on foot can be difficult, especially
for children and seniors who depend on walking the most. The iCANwalk campaign
encourages you to think of places that you can walk to, places you can’t and to consider
the reasons why. Visit the http://www.icanwalk.ca/ website to make your community
more walkable.

?

Did you know?
A 30 minute bike ride gives
you the same benefit as 30
minutes in the gym plus it
can get your destination
and save pollutants from
entering our environment.

Fresh from the Faucet – tap water promotion
Thirsty? In April 2011 the town partnered with Blue W, a national
not-for-profit network of shops, restaurants and businesses willing to
let visitors refill a reusable bottle with refreshing tap water, without
pressure to make additional purchases. Participating locations are found
by using Blue W’s website and smartphone application, or by simply
looking for the Blue W decal on the front windows of their favourite
shops and restaurants. We’re working hard to give people barrier-free access to clean,
healthy tap water while out of their homes.
When you are thirsty, just look for the Blue W decal in participating shop and restaurant
windows. For more information on the program or to find Blue W locations in Oakville
visit http://www.bluew.org/about.html.
To promote municipal tap water and reduce the amount of water
bottles entering the waste stream the town has created a portable
water bar. This unit is lent on a first come first serve basis and is free
to borrow for use at any outdoor event where a municipal water
hook-up is available. This unit does not store a quantity of water
in it; instead water flows from the municipal hook-up through the
bar, where it is chilled and out the taps. Backflow prevention is
guarded against.
To request the use of the water bar visit http://www.oakville.
ca/facilityrentals.htm to fill out the form, email environment@
oakville.ca or call Trisha Leszczynski at 905-845-6601, ext. 3948, at least one-month prior
to the event. This form does not guarantee you the use of the water bar, as it will be lent
on a first-come, first-serve basis.

Refill your
water bottle
here!
This tap water is offered in lieu of bottled
water in an effort to support our
municipal water supply.

Did you know…
Over 70 million
water bottles end up
in North American
landfills each year.

Farmer’s Markets
The Harbourside Organic Farmers Market (HOFM), has been in operation since 2007
and is now located at 120 Navy Street, in front of the Central library. The market’s main
initiatives are to reconnect our community residents with sustainable foods from farmers
and processors within 100 miles of the market location, promote food security, and
provide a venue where consumers can purchase locally produced fresh, healthy foods and
environmentally friendly products. The 2011 market season runs every Saturday from 9
a.m.–1 p.m., June 18 to October 29.
Oakville Civitan Farmer’s Market, established in 1979 with 18 vendors takes place at
Hopedale Mall at 1515 Rebecca Street each Saturday from 8 a.m.–4 p.m.. This market is
hosted by the Civitan Club of Oakville in partnership with Hopedale Mall.
The Oakville Place Mall Farmer’s Market takes place each Thursday from 8 a.m.–2
p.m. at Oakville Place Mall. The market’s opening day will be June 16 and will run until
Thanksgiving weekend.
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Section 5: Getting involved
In Oakville we are lucky to have established community groups, faith organizations,
resident associations, school and community groups that offer volunteer opportunities or
programs for the environmentally-minded citizen.

Town of Oakville
The Pick-a-Parcel program is a great way for the community to help clean up Oakville’s parks
and trails - citizens, school and youth groups, community and corporate organizations are
urged to help maintain the beauty of Oakville. Pledge your commitment by “adopting” specific
parkland areas and keeping them litter free on a year-round basis or, by cleaning up specific
areas throughout the community on a one-time basis. Groups adopting a trail or park site for
a year will be recognized by a sign at the entrance to that trail or park. For more information,
please contact the Parks and Open Space department at 905-845-6601, ext. 3076.
Adopt-a-Road - For debris and litter seen along roadways, ditches etc, please contact the
Roads and Works Operations department at 905-338-4392 or email roadsandworks@
oakville.ca and we will work to remove the items or debris on a priority basis. For groups
wishing to Adopt-a-Road, please call 905-845-6601, ext. 3366.

Conservation Halton
A community based-environmental agency that protects, restores and manages the
natural resources in our watershed. Conservation Halton manages the stewardship
of creeks, forests and Niagara Escarpment lands through science based services and
sustainable recreation programs, and owns and operates six conservation areas: Crawford
Lake, Mountsberg, Rattlesnake Point, Hilton Falls, Kelso and Mount Nemo. It also operates
the Glen Eden Ski and Snowboard Centre.
There are many ways to get involved in environmental projects with Conservation Halton.
For opportunities, visit www.conservationhalton.on.ca or call 905.336.1158.

Halton Region
Halton Region partners with Conservation Halton and neighbouring municipalities to
deliver environmental programs to the residents of Halton. For more information dial 311
or visit www.halton.ca

!

The list is not exhaustive.
The Town of Oakville
does not favour one
organization over another.
This list is for information
purposes only.

Environmental groups in Oakville
For more information on any of the following programs or groups please use the contact
information provided below.
The Halton Environmental Network (HEN) is a non-profit umbrella organization for
environmental non-profit groups operating within Halton.
HEN’s vision is to be a recognized facilitator for environmental sustainability issues
in Halton Region, and to work toward a sustainable future by making environmental
connections in Halton. HEN shares information and resources with member groups,
businesses, governments and the public.
Visit www.the-hen.com for more information on local environmental activities, groups,
volunteer opportunities, seminars and workshops.
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Oakvillegreen Conservation Association is an incorporated, non-for-profit, citizens’ group
that has worked since 2000 to protect our environment, promote sustainable planning
and enhance biodiversity in our community. Oakvillegreen holds regular meetings with
guest speakers, hosts free seminars and special events, plants native trees and shrubs
and provides environmental education programs in the classroom and outdoors. New
members are always welcome.
Of special note: Two years ago Oakvillegreen members collected and grew seeds from the
260-year-old historic Bronte White Oak. This tree, saved by citizens from road expansion
plans, is a designated historic tree and one of the few pre-settlement oaks left in the
community. This fall, those saplings will be ready to be planted in the community. If
citizens or businesses are interested in purchasing one of these saplings to plant or to have
us plant for you, please get in touch. Sapling will cost $50.
If you would like to have Oakvillegreen come talk to your school or community group,
or if you would like to know more about Oakvillegreen, please contact, Liz Benneian,
President, by email at president@oakvillegreen.org or by phone at 905-562-3819 or go to:
www.oakvillegreen.org
Founded in 2004, Ground Breakers, a committee of Oakvillegreen Conservation Association,
has planted more than 11,000 native trees and shrubs in Oakville. Community groups are
welcomed to help with a planting. Everything you need is provided. Plantings are also an
excellent way for high school students to earn volunteer hours in a meaningful way.
For more information visit www.oakvillegreen.org or email treeinitiatives@oakvillegreen.org
GreenTrans is a non-profit organization which advocates environmentally, socially, economically
sustainable transportation policies and programs. To get involved visit www.greentrans.org
The Friends of Bronte Creek focus on projects that support education and research within
the park and help to increase the parks profile in the community. More information can be
found at www.brontecreek.org
The Oakville Community Centre for Peace, Ecology and Human Rights (OCCEPEHR)
is the organizer of the annual Earth Week Clean Up and the Halton Eco Festival, this
incorporated not-for-profit local group encourages citizens to connect. For more
information on planned events visit www.oakvillepeacecentre.org or call 905-849-5501.
The Clear the Air Coalition is a non-profit public interest group that works to improve
public health and livability by finding solutions that are clear-headed and environmentally
friendly. For more information or to get involved visit www.cleartheaircoalition.com
The Oakville Horticultural Society aims to further the knowledge of Horticulture,
stimulating an interest in gardening in our community’s youth and encouraging the
beautification of both public and private properties since 1957.
Partnering with Oakville’s conservation groups, the society also seeks to protect plant
diversity in our community’s forest and wetland areas.
Meetings are held on the second Monday of the month September through June at
7:30 p.m., MacMillian Meeting Hall, 89 Dunn St., Oakville. For more information email
president@oakvillehort.org or call (905) 849-849-7581.
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Oakville Sustainable Food Partnership, (OSFP), is a nonprofit organization established
in 2008, working to increase local sustainable food production and marketing in Oakville.
Its goals are to promote sustainable, local food systems in Oakville through various
partnership initiatives and to serve as an educational resource for the public. Their
initiatives include the Harbourside Organic Farmers Market and Growing & Sharing Food
in Halton. Visit their website at www.osfp.ca or call 905-825-8966 for more information.
Originally located on Kerr St., the Harbourside Organic Farmers Market (HOFM), has
been in operation since 2007 and is now located at 120 Navy Street, in front of the Central
library. The market’s main initiatives are to reconnect our community residents with
sustainable foods from farmers and processors within 100 miles of the market location,
promote food security, and provide a venue where consumers can purchase locally
produced fresh, healthy foods and environmentally friendly products. The 2011 market
season runs every Saturday from 9 a.m.–1 p.m., June 18 to October 29.
The HOFM creates an opportunity for residents, producers, businesses, local organizations
and artists to celebrate food, interact in a friendly atmosphere and to learn about topics
ranging from sustainable everyday practices to healthy eating and cooking. The HOFM
is Bullfrog Powered with 100% green electricity and is a zero waste zone. The public is
encouraged to walk or cycle to the market and bring their own shopping bags and a water
bottle to fill up in the library. For more information about the HOFM or how you can
become involved, visit www.oakvilleorganicmarket.com
Starting new in 2011, the Growing and Sharing Food in Halton project (an initiative
of Oakville Sustainable Food Partnership and Go Local Oakville), plans to increase the
availability of locally harvested produce to the citizens of Halton and enhance the resilience
of the local food system. This will be accomplished through three projects, starting this year
with Halton Fruit Tree Harvesting. They will connect volunteers with fruit trees within
Halton, harvest the yield and then share with property owners, volunteers and local food
banks. Post-harvest processing/preserving workshops will also take place.
Other projects will include Backyard Gardens & Garden Sharing. Workshops are planned
and will include tool lending, basic supplies and training on organic gardening methods.
Also, they plan to establish one or more community fruit and nut orchards within Halton,
to be maintained and harvested by volunteers.
For more information, to register a fruit tree or to volunteer, please contact Jennifer at
foodinhalton@gmail.com or 905-691-6510. Visit www.osfp.ca
C4CA, Citizens For Clean Air, is a broad coalition of concerned citizens from throughout
Oakville and Mississauga (known as the Southwest GTA) committed to raising public
awareness regarding the absence of healthy air to breathe in SWGTA. C4CA is a non-profit
organization and is opposed to locating Power Plants unreasonably close to homes and
schools.
For more information or to get involved visit www.c4ca.org
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Resident Associations
There are approximately 10 registered resident associations within Oakville. The town
asks that associations register with the town as a means of disseminate information to
residents. To register a resident association with the town please call 905-845-6601, ext.
3161 or email townclerk@oakville.ca
To contact or join an existing association please visit http://www.oakville.ca/resassoc.htm

EcoAction Calculator
Reducing your ecological footprint
Join the movement to reduce our eco-footprint by making small changes in your lifestyle
that will help you save energy, water, waste and money.
The town has partnered with Earth Day Canada to offer the EcoAction Calculator
conservation tool and tracking program to Oakville residents. The EcoAction Calculator
suggests conservation actions and lifestyle changes you can make to save resources, and
tracks your savings as you implement change.
Visit Earth Day Canada’s environmental action program website at http://calculator.
ecoactionteams.ca/welcome.aspx to connect to the calculator and find other helpful
resources. Then tell us how it goes by emailing us at environment@oakville.ca
Check this site again soon for more resources and updated information to help you reduce
your personal eco-footprint and save energy and money.
EARTH DAY® and the Leaf & Swirl DesignTM are trade-marks of Earth Day Canada (1991)
Inc., used with the permission of Earth Day Canada (1991) Inc.
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Appendix A: Appliance Usage
This chart outlines the most common household appliances, their estimated monthly electricity use (kWh) and the
approximate monthly cost of running them using today’s electricity rate.
(Wattage X Monthly Hour Usage) / 1000 = kWh
kWh X Cost of Electricity = Cost
Appliance

Average Wattage

Monthly Hours of Use

Monthy
kWh

Approximate
Cost per Month
($0.098/kWh)

40

250-720

47392

$1.00 - $2.87

Air Cleaner (Electronic)
Room and Furnace Type
Air Conditioner (Room)
6000 BTU per season
9000 BTU per season

750

120-720

90-540

1050

120-720

126-756

Central - 2.5 tons per season

3500

240-720

840-2520

$12.57 - $75.45
$83.83 - $251.50

Barbeque Grill

1350

5-10

7-14

$0.67 - $1.35

Broiler

1400

4-12

6-17

$0.56 - $1.68

60

15-330

1-20

$0.09 - $1.98

Ceiling Fans

$8.98 - $53.89

Clothes Dryer

5000

6-28

30-140

$2.99 - $13.97

Clothes Washer*

500

7-40

4-20

$0.35 - $2.00

Coffee Maker

900

4-30

4-27

$0.36 - $2.69

Computer (Moniter & Printer)

200

60-440

12-88

$1.20 - $8.78

Dehumidifier

350

185-720

65-252

$6.46 - $25.15

Dishwasher

1300

8-40

10-52

$1.04 - $5.19

DVD Player

20

50-200

1-4

$0.10 - $0.40

Fan (Portable)

115

18-52

2-6

$0.21 - $0.60

Food Freezer

500

150-300

75-150

$7.49 - $14.97

Food Freezer (15 cu. ft.)

335

180-420

60-141

$6.02 - $14.04

350
350

160-415
720

56-145
252

$5.59 - $14.50
$25.15

1000

5-15

5-15

$0.50 - $1.50

Heat exchangers/HRVs

125

300-720

38-90

$3.74 - $8.98

Hot Plate

1320

2-6

3-8

$0.26 - $0.79

Furnace Fan Motor
Intermittent
Continuous
Hair Dryer

Hot Tub

900

720

648

$64.67

Humidifier (Portable)

100

80-540

8-54

$0.80 - $5.39

Iron

1000

1-10

1-10

$0.10 - $1.00
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Appliance

Average Wattage

Monthly Hours of Use

Monthy
kWh

Approximate
Cost per Month
($0.098/kWh)

1500

1-10

2-15

$0.15 - $1.50

60
100
180
100
300
15

17-200
17-200
6-195
10-200
20-183
10-200

1-12
2-20
1-35
1-20
6-55
0-3

$0.10 - $1.20
$0.17 - $2.00
$0.11 - $3.50
$0.10 - $2.00
$0.60 - $5.48
$0.01 - $0.30

Range - Oven
Range - (Self Cleaning Cycle
Only)

12500
3200

10-50
1-1.5

125-625
2-5

$12.48 - $62.38
$0.16 - $0.48

Refrigerator - Freezer
Frost Free (17 cu. ft.)
Non - Frost Free (13 cu. ft.)

500
300

200-300
200-300

100-150
60-90

$9.98 - $14.97
$5.99 - $8.98

Stereo

30

1-170

0-5

$0.00 - $0.51

Sump Pump 1/2 hp
Sump Pump 3/4 hp

500
1200

20-30
20-30

10-15
24-36

$1.00 - $1.50
$2.40 - $3.59

Swimming Pool Filter - 1/2 hp
Swimming Pool Filter - 3/4 hp
Swimming Pool Filter - 1.0 hp
Swimming Pool Filter - 1.5 hp

900
1200
1500
2100

720
720
720
720

648
864
1080
1512

$64.67
$86.23
$107.78
$150.90

Television - Small
Television - Large

80
200

60-440
60-440

5-35
12-88

$0.48 - $3.51
$1.20 - $8.78

Toaster Oven

1250

2-24

3-30

$0.25 - $2.99

Vacuum
Central
Portable

1600
800

2-6
2-6

3-10
2-5

$0.31 - $0.96
$0.16 - $0.48

40

50-200

2-8

$0.20 - $0.80

Kettle
Lighting
Simple Lamp (60W)
Simple Lamp (100W)
Ceiling Fixture (3 Bulbs)
Tri - Light (Table Lamp)
Chandelier
Fluorescent (15W)

Video Cassette Recorder
Video Game Console

40

30-150

1-6

$0.12 - $0.60

Water Bed Heater

400

180-300

72-120

$7.19 - $11.98

Electric Water Heater
Family of Two
Family of Four

3800
3800

66-92
99-138

251-350
376-524

$25.03 - $34.89
$37.54 - $52.34

*If you have an electric water heater, you must add the cost of heating the water to the cost of running your clothes washer.
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Appendix B
I GIVE THE “GREEN LIGHT”
TO A CLEANER ENVIRONMENT
I wish to purchase _____________ full “Green Light Pacts” from Oakville Hydro Energy
Services Inc. and agree to pay $60.00 (plus GST) for each full Pact purchased.
I wish to purchase _____________ half “Green Light Pacts” from Oakville Hydro Energy
Services Inc. and agree to pay $30.00 (plus GST) for each half Pact purchased.
(Oakville Hydro Energy Services Inc. (OHESI) promises to retire all emission credits it
receives in relation to the generation of green power and will not sell them to another
entity to ensure that the environmental benefits are maintained.)

I wish to receive more information on Oakville Hydro
Energy Services Inc.’s “Green Light Pact” Program.
NAME ___________________________________________________________________________________
MAILING ADDRESS _______________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
TELEPHONE # _____________________________________________________________________________
E-MAIL __________________________________________________________________________________
SIGNATURE ______________________________________________ DATE

_____________________

PAYMENT OPTIONS: (Please choose one - cheque, MasterCard or Visa)
Cheque (enclose with your completed form)
MASTERCARD # ______________________________________ Expiry Date ___________________
Cardholder Name_____________________________________________________________________
Signature ____________________________________________________________________________
VISA #_______________________________________________ Expiry Date ___________________
Cardholder Name_____________________________________________________________________
Signature ____________________________________________________________________________

OAKVILLE HYDRO

ENERGY
SERVICES

Please return this completed form to:
OAKVILLE HYDRO ENERGY SERVICES INC.
P. O. Box 1900, 861 Redwood Square, Oakville, Ontario L6J 5E3
For more information, please call 905-825-6370, or e-mail us at
green@oakvillehydroenergy.com, or visit our website at
www.oakvillehydro.com, then click on the Energy Services Inc. link.

Oakville Hydro Energy Services Inc. is a subsidiary of Oakville Hydro Corporation, and is not your local distribution company. This is a limited time offer that may be withdrawn by OHESI at any time without notice.
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Appendix C: Native Plants for
Enhancing Halton’s Rich
Natural Heritage
From Carolinian forests on the Lake Ontario shoreline to ancient cedar stands along the escarpment and vast tracts
ofwoodlands in Nassagewya, Halton contains a rich and diverse natural heritage. This list has been prepared as a guide
toproperty owners, land stewards and planners in the selection of native plant species that are biologically appropriate forreplanting, naturalization and restoration projects in our Region. It is based on species that naturally occur in ourRegion, and
are generally available from commercial sources. Habitat and other information for each species includes:
F: Forests, woodlands and other shady sites.
M:
Meadows, Prairies and other sunny dry to moist sites.


W:
Wetlands and other moist sites. Includes marshes, meadow, marshes and swampy areas.
NOTES
C:
Carolinian species. These species are generally confined to the southern part of the Region.
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Appendix E: Seasonal Calendar
Seeding and Overseeding

Spring

Summer

Fall

• Monitor for insect problems in
the spring

• Too hot and dry; not recommended

• Early fall is ideal for seeding, as the warm soil
helps to speed germination
• Overseed once again

• Hand-pulling of weeds is recommended, if possible.
Many hand weeding tools are available to aid you.
Most help reduce the strain of bending and pulling.
• Top-dress with compost and overseed areas
where grass is not well established

Mowing

Spring

Summer

Fall

• Sharpen mower blades each season

• Mow to a height of 3 inches or 7.5 cm
throughout the entire summer

• Grass may grow weaker and may require more
frequent mowing

• Cut lawn less often in hot and dry weather

• Keep mowing lawn until weather turns cooler
and growth slows

• Dull blades may cause damage to
the lawn
• Gradually increase mowing height to
3 inches or 7.5 cm

• To prevent shocking the grass, and turning it a
pale-green, do not cut more than one-third of the
grass blade at one time.

• Leave all grass clippings on the lawn. This will
improve nutrient content and water retention
capabilities of your soil.

Watering

Spring

Summer

Fall

• Water when rain ceases to fall for
7-10 consecutive days

• Always water in early morning or early evening
as temperatures are lower and less water gets
evaporated by the sun and wind

• Do not water unless there is very
little rain

• Typically watering does not need to take place
until late June, but watch for high temperatures
and water accordingly

• When temperatures are <28°C, recommend
watering:
- Sand: ¾ inch every 5 days
- Clay: 1 inch every 7 days
• When temperatures are >28°C, recommend
watering:
- Sand: ¾ inch every 3-4 days
- Clay: 1 inch every 5 days
• Avoid light watering as this promotes shallow
root growth
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Fertilizing

Spring

Summer

Fall

• Small amounts of nitrogen help to revive grass –
eg. blood meal

• Fertilizers at this time have a tendency to burn
the grass, making it more susceptible to weed
infestations unless you use the slow release or
organic fertilizers

• Fall is the best time to apply lime, unless you have
just seeded your lawn

• Ideal time for aeration
• If needed, certain species of nematode can be
applied; check with a garden centre or lawn care
service provider

• Natural nitrogen can be applied by leaving grass
clippings on the lawn after mowing

• A little nitrogen is needed in mid-August to early
September. More importantly, fertilizers rich in
potassium and nitrogen should be applied
• Top-dressing can be applied if necessary

• Note: 3-4 lbs of nitrogen should be applied to
your lawn throughout the year, depending on
need. Applications can take place throughout
the summer by the homeowner or in by a lawn
care service provider (/0.75/0.7/0.6/ 0.7/1.0 +
0.25 from natural mulch = 4 lbs)

Dethatching

Spring

Summer

Fall

• Can be done with a rake or thatch removing
machine in late spring

• Not recommended

• If fall decomposition is slow check pH of soil as
excess acidity lowers the decomposition rate.

• Dethatching may open space for weeds to
germinate so overseeding is important

• De-thatch and remove excess debris

Aerating

Spring

Summer

Fall

• April and May

• Not recommended

• September or early October
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Appendix F: Available Lower Risk and
Biopesticides for Common
Lawn and Garden Pests
Location

Pest(s)

Ingredient

Products Containing Ingredient (Registration #)

General Information

Lawns

Weeds
(use only to

Corn gluten meal

• Bioprotec Inhib (29144)

Apply in early spring (when forsythia is

• Collingwood Corn Gluten Meal Herbicide (28647)

in bloom), late summer and early fall

control specific

• Nutrite Pre-Emergent Crabgrass Weed Seed Germination Inhibitor (27727)

when soil is moist and rainfall is

broadleaf weeds

• President’s Choice Weed Seed Inhibitor & Lawn Fertilizer (2008049C)

expected within 2 days after

and grasses

• Scotts Turf Builder Weed Prevent Corn Gluten Meal Herbicide (29060)

application

identified on the

• Turfmaize Bioweed N’Feed Lawn Fertilizer 9-0-0 (2007001C)

product label)

• Turfmaize Pre-Emergent Weed Seed Germination Inhibitor With Corn
Gluten (27491)

Acetic acid

• E coclear Ready RTU For Fast Acting Weed Control (26522)

Spot treat individual weeds

•G
 reen Earth Weed & Grass Killer R-T-U (29054)

Avoid contact with desirable plants

•G
 rotek Elimaweed Ready To Use Non Selective Herbicide (28807)

Apply to young growing weeds and

• S cotts Ecosense Pathclear Weed Control Spray (27933)

repeat as necessary for established

• S cotts Ecosense Pathclear Weed Control Spray With Pull’n Spray Applicator
(28179)

weeds

• S cotts Ecosense Pathclear Weed Control Spray With Quick Connect Sprayer
(28178)
Moss

Ferrous

• Greenleaf Moss Control (25250)

Should be applied in early spring prior

sulphate

• Scotts Turf Builder Lawn Fertilizer 22-2-2 With 5.75% Iron And Moss
Control With 17.5% Ferrous Sulphate (2002013C)

to rain fall

• Wilson Hose Spray Moss Killer & Lawn Food 5-0-0 (920003C)
Soap

• Safer’s De-Moss Moss Killer Herbicide (18418)

Wet moss area before applying

Can be purchased at most garden centres

Apply nematodes if larvae are present

(potassium salts
of fatty acid)
White grubs (e.g.,

Nematodes

larvae of
European

(naturally

chafer, Japanese

microscopic

beetles)

worms that are

Crane fly larva

exempt under the

Apply nematodes if larvae are present

Pesticides Act

Apply in late summer to early fall

and Regulation

Apply nematodes if larvae are present

Bluegrass billbug

54

Apply in late summer

occurring

63/09.)

Apply mid to late summer
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Location

Pest(s)

Ingredient

Products Containing Ingredient (Registration #)

General Information

Driveways
Patios
Sidewalks

Weeds (use only
to

Fatty acid

• Safer’s Superfast Patio Weed Killer (24333)

Spot treat individual weeds

(herbicidal

• Safer’s Superfast Patio Weed Killer RTU (23775)

Avoid contact with desirable plants

control specific

soap)

• Safer’s Superfast Patio Weed Killer (Fast Acting) (23776)

Do not apply if rainfall is expected

broadleaf weeds

• Safer’s Topgun Weed Killer (Fast Acting) (22244)

within 2 hours

and grasses

• Safer’s Topgun Weed Killer (Fast Acting) (22245)

identified on the

• Safer’s Topgun Weedkiller/Herbicide Fast Acting (23254)

product label)

Acetic acid

• Ecoclear

Ready RTU For Fast Acting Weed Control (26522)

Spot treat individual weeds

•G
 reen Earth Weed & Grass Killer R-T-U (29054)

Avoid contact with desirable plants

•G
 rotek Elimaweed Ready To Use Non Selective Herbicide (28807)
• P resident’s Choice Weed Controller (27109)
• S cotts Ecosense Pathclear Weed Control Spray (27933)
• S cotts Ecosense Pathclear Weed Control Spray With Pull’n Spray Applicator
(28179)
• S cotts Ecosense Pathclear Weed Control Spray With Quick Connect
Sprayer (28178)

Gardens,
vegetable
and flowering
plants,
ornamental
plants

Weeds
(use only to

Fatty acid

• Safer’s Superfast Patio Weed Killer (24333)

Spot treat individual weeds

(herbicidal

• Safer’s Superfast Patio Weed Killer RTU (23775)

Avoid contact with desirable plants

control specific

soap)

• Safer’s Superfast Patio Weed Killer (Fast Acting) (23776)

Do not apply if rainfall is expected

broadleaf weeds

• Safer’s Topgun Weed Killer (Fast Acting) (22244)

within 2 hours

and grasses

• Safer’s Topgun Weed Killer (Fast Acting) (22245)

identified on the

• Safer’s Topgun Weedkiller/Herbicide Fast Acting (23254)

product label)

Acetic acid

• E coclear Ready RTU For Fast Acting Weed Control (26522)

Spot treat individual weeds

•G
 reen Earth Weed & Grass Killer R-T-U (29054)

Avoid contact with desirable plants

•G
 rotek Elimaweed Ready To Use Non Selective Herbicide (28807)
• S cotts Ecosense Pathclear Weed Control Spray (27933)
• S cotts Ecosense Pathclear Weed Control Spray With Pull’n Spray
Applicator (28179)
• S cotts Ecosense Pathclear Weed Control Spray With Quick Connect
Sprayer (28178)
Insects, such as

Soap

• Bioprotec Sop Insecticidal Soap (27963)

Apply directly to insects when

aphids, whiteflies

(alkanolamine

• Green Earth Hose Spray Insecticidal Soap (21321)

infestation first sighted

and mealy bugs

salts of fatty

• Green Earth Insecticidal Soap (21111)

Do not apply to sensitive plant

(use only to
control insects
on specific plants
identified on

acid or

• Green Earth Ready-To-Spray Insecticidal Soap (21112)

species

potassium salts

• Insect Stop Insecticidal Soap (26470)

of fatty acid)

• Pro Insecticidal Soap Concentrate (27812)

the product label)

• Safer’s 3 In 1 Garden Spray (27894)
• Safer’s Aphid & Whitefly Killer Natural (R.T.U.) (19444)
• Safer’s Insecticidal Soap (23651)
• Safer’s Insecticidal Soap Concentrate (14668)
• Safer’s Rose and Flower Insecticide (Natural) (19929)
• Safer’s Rose and Flower Insecticide R.T.U. (Natural) (18355)
• Safer’s Spider Mite Spray (Natural) (19445)
• Safer’s Rose & Flower Insecticide (Natural) (20793)
• Scotts Ecosense Insecticidal Soap Ready-To-Use (28376)
• Scotts Ecosense Insecticidal Soap Concentrate (28377)
• Zap! Insecticidal Soap (27755)
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Location

Pest(s)

Ingredient

Products Containing Ingredient (Registration #)

General Information

Gardens,
vegetable
and flowering
plants,
ornamental
plants

Mites

Sulphur

•Green Earth Garden Fungicide Ready To Use (21880)

Apply to infested ornamental plants or

• Green Earth Garden Sulphur (21890)

tomatoes

• Later’s Garden Sulphur (5293)
• Safer’s Sulphur Dust Fungicide Miticide (19703)
• Safer’s 3 In 1 Garden Spray (27894)
Whitefly

Sulphur

• S afer’s 3 In 1 Garden Spray (27894)

Slugs and snails

Ferric sodium

• Safer’s Slug & Snail Killer (28775)

Apply directly to insects when
infestation first sighted
Apply to area of infestation and
around perimeter of garden
Most effective when used in the early
morning or evening

Ferric

• Escar-Go Slug And Snail Bait (29120)

Apply evenly over moist soil nearby

phosphate

• Safer’s Slug & Snail Bait (26240)

where slugs and snails are feeding on

• Scotts Ecosense Slug-B-Gon Slug & Snail Bait (28375)

plants

Can be purchased at most garden centres

Place in garden beds or directly

Copper barriers

around plants

(copper strips)
(barriers and
strips are exempt
under the
Pesticides Act
and Regulation
63/09)
Slugs

Silicon dioxide

•G
 reen Earth Dio Bug & Slug Killer (21936)

Apply around gardens where slugs

(diatomaceous

•G
 reen Earth Slug And Bug Insect Killer Dust (26622)

are feeding

earth)

• Insecolo (All Natural) All Purpose Insecticide (Home & Garden) (21149)

Do not apply to food crops, can be

• ProGreen S.D. Insect Dust (28746)

applied around perimeter of vegetable

•R
 aid Earthblends Ant & Earwig Dust (27185)

gardens.

Caterpillars (use

Btk (Bacillus

•B
 ioprotec Eco (27251)

Apply when larvae are young and

only to control

thuringiensis

• Rona Eco Btk-Bioinsecticide (27251.01)

small

caterpillars on

kurstaki)

• S afer’s Btk Biological Insecticide (24536)

Apply evenly to leaves and repeat

Silicon dioxide

• Green Earth Dio Bug & Slug Killer (21936)

Apply around gardens where

(diatomaceous

• Green Earth Slug And Bug Insect Killer Dust (26622)

caterpillars are found

earth)

• Insecolo (All Natural) All Purpose Insecticide (Home & Garden) (21149)

Do not apply to food crops, can be

• ProGreen S.D. Insect Dust (28746)

applied around perimeter of vegetable

• Raid Earthblends Ant & Earwig Dust (27185)

gardens

Silicon dioxide

•G
 reen Earth Dio Bug & Slug Killer (21936)

Apply to area where earwigs are

(diatomaceous

•G
 reen Earth Slug And Bug Insect Killer Dust (26622)

found

earth)

• Insecolo (All Natural) All Purpose Insecticide (Home & Garden) (21149)

Do not apply to food crops, can be

• ProGreen S.D. Insect Dust (28746)

applied around perimeter of vegetable

•R
 aid Earthblends Ant & Earwig Dust (27185)

gardens

•G
 reen Earth Bordo Copper Spray (17482)

Apply to plants at first sign of disease

application if necessary

specific plants
identified on the
product label)

Earwigs

Diseases, such as

Copper as

black spot,

elemental,

Apply up to one day before harvest of

powdery mildew

present as

fruits

and rust (use only

tribasic copper

to control disease

sulphate

on specific plants

Sulphur

identified on the
product label)

• Green Earth Garden Fungicide Ready To Use (21880)

Apply to plants at first sign of disease

• Green Earth Garden Sulphur (21890)

Apply up to one day before harvest of

• Later’s Garden Sulphur (5293)

vegetables

• Safer’s Defender Garden Fungicide (19691)
• Safer’s Defender Natural Garden Fungicide (19061)
• Safer’s Natural Garden Fungicide (20812)
• Safer’s Sulphur Dust Fungicide Miticide (19703)
• Safer’s 3 In 1 Garden Spray (27894)
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Location

Pest(s)

Ingredient

Products Containing Ingredient (Registration #)

General Information

Fruit Trees
and
Ornamental
Shrubs

Insects, such as
scale, mites and
aphids (use only
to control insects
on specific plants
identified on the
product label)

Dormant oil
(mineral oil)

• Green Earth Horticultural Oil Insect Spray (21348)

Apply to plants in early spring when
danger of frost is past, before leaf buds
show green at tips

• Later’s Dormant Oil Spray (6325)
• Liquide Insecticide D’huile A Vaporisation Pour Arbres Dormants (25307)
• Plant Products Dormant Oil Spray Emulsifiable Insecticide (10443)
• Wilson Liquid Dormant Oil Spray Insecticide (9221)

Soap
(alkanolamine
salts of fatty acid
or potassium salts
of fatty acid)

Can be used to control pests on woody
ornamentals during growing season

•G
 reen Earth Hose Spray Insecticidal Soap (21321)

Apply directly to insects when infestation
first sighted

• Green Earth Insecticidal Soap (21111)

Do not apply to sensitive plant species

•B
 ioprotec Sop Insecticidal Soap (27963)

•G
 reen Earth Ready-To-Spray Insecticidal Soap (21112)
• Insect Stop Insecticidal Soap (26470)
• P ro Insecticidal Soap Concentrate (27812)
• Safer’s 3 In 1 Garden Spray (27894)
• S afer’s Aphid & Whitefly Killer Natural (R.T.U.) (19444)
• Safer’s Insecticidal Soap (23651)
• S afer’s Insecticidal Soap Concentrate (14668)
• S afer’s Spider Mite Spray (Natural) (19445)
• S afer’s Rose & Flower Insecticide (Natural) (20793)
• S cotts Ecosense Insecticidal Soap Ready-To-Use (28376)
• S cotts Ecosense Insecticidal Soap Concentrate (28377)
• Zap! Insecticidal Soap (27755)

Mites

Sulphur

• Green Earth Garden Fungicide Ready To Use (21880)

Apply to infested trees or shrubs

• Green Earth Garden Sulphur (21890)

Do not apply within 30 days of a
dormant oil treatment

• Later’s Garden Sulphur (5293)
• Safer’s Sulphur Dust Fungicide Miticide (19703)
• Safer’s 3 In 1 Garden Spray (27894)
Whitefly

Sulphur

• Safer’s 3 In 1 Garden Spray (27894)

Apply directly to insects when infestation
first sighted

Slugs and snails

Ferric phosphate

• Escar-Go Slug And Snail Bait (29120)

Apply evenly over moist soil nearby
where slugs and snails are feeding

• Safer’s Slug & Snail Bait (26240)
• Scotts Ecosense Slug-B-Gon Slug & Snail Bait (28375)

Caterpillars

Diseases, such as
scab, black spot,
brown rot, leaf
spot,black knot,
peach leaf curl
and powdery
mildew (use only
to control disease
on specific plants
identified on the
product label)

Ferric sodium

• S afer’s Slug & Snail Killer (28775)

Most effective when used in early
morning or evening

Btk (Bacillus
thuringiensis
kurstaki)

• Bioprotec Eco (27251)

Apply when caterpillars are young and
small

• Safer’s Btk Biological Insecticide (24536)

Apply evenly to leaves and repeat
application if necessary

Copper as
elemental,
present as tribasic
copper sulphate

• Green Earth Bordo Copper Spray (17482)

Apply to area where earwigs are found

Lime sulphur

•C
 -I-L Mother Earth Lime Sulphur Concentrate (7386)

Apply before bud break to diseased

•G
 reen Earth Lime Sulphur Concentrate (7386.06)

trees or shrubs.

• L ater’s Lime Sulphur Solution (Fungicide Miticide) (6335)

Do not apply within 30 days of a

• Lime Sulphur (27978)

dormant oil treatment

• Rona Eco Btk-Bioinsecticide (27251.01)

Do not apply to food crops, can be
applied around perimeter of vegetable
gardens

• Wilson Lime Sulphur (23782)
Sulphur

•G
 reen Earth Garden Fungicide Ready To Use (21880)

Apply at first sign of disease

• Green Earth Garden Sulphur (21890)
• Later’s Garden Sulphur (5293)
• S afer’s Defender Natural Garden Fungicide (19061)
• S afer’s Natural Garden Fungicide (20812)
• S afer’s Sulphur Dust Fungicide Miticide (19703)
• Safer’s 3 In 1 Garden Spray (27894)
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