BURNHAMTHORPE ROAD
CHARACTER STUDY

Welcome

Welcome to the first Public Information Centre (PIC) for the Burnhamthorpe Road Character Study Environmental Assessment.
North Oakville is poised for significant population and employment growth. To accommodate this growth a new regional road, the New North
Oakville Transportation Corridor (NNOTC), is being built just north of Burnhamthorpe Road and will address future east-west travel demands in the
area. This will allow the existing Burnhamthorpe Road to transition into a vibrant and pedestrian-friendly street as development evolves.

At this PIC, you will have the opportunity to:

Study Corridor

 Learn about the study and process.
 Review various design features.
 Review draft Evaluation Criteria to assess alternative
right-of-way configurations and design features.
 Provide us with your input and ask questions.

Opportunities to provide meaningful input into the new character design for Burnhamthorpe Road will be provided throughout the Study.

Please sign in at the front desk.
We encourage you to complete a comment sheet before leaving.

From Country Lane…..
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Existing Land Uses and Features
Burnhamthorpe Road is currently designated as a Regional Road under the jurisdiction of Halton Region, functioning as a rural route. Farms
and rural residential properties line the road, along with several commercial and institutional facilities.

407 ETR

Existing Burnhamthorpe Rd.

Complete Heritage Parcel Location
Listed
Designated

Implementation of North Oakville’s Master
Plan will see the development of vibrant,
compact communities along portions of the
corridor. A new road design is needed to
support this approved transition.
There is a need to protect natural heritage
features and complement the existing
character of the road, while supporting
planned future development of the corridor
and in the surrounding area.

….To Character Road
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Approved North Oakville Master Plan
The North Oakville East Secondary Plan
establishes a new vision for Burnhamthorpe
Road as a Character Road – one that is vibrant,
pedestrian-friendly and transit-supportive.
The Secondary Plan includes a Master Plan
(shown at right). The Master Plan delineates
planned Urban Core Areas, a Natural Heritage
and Open Space system, Employment Areas,
and Transitional Areas.
Burnhamthorpe Road traverses these unique
planned areas. As the Master Plan is
implemented and the population of North
Oakville approaches its ultimate target of 45,000
to
55,000,
the
landscape
surrounding
Burnhamthorpe Road will evolve and become
increasingly diverse.

The Secondary Plan and Master Plan require a
Character Study to address Burnhamthorpe
Road’s Right of Way width, number of traffic
lanes, provision of on-street parking, and
access lanes.

This study will support the Master Plan’s vision by establishing appropriate road design(s) for
the section of Burnhamthorpe Road between Ninth Line and Sixteen Mile Creek to serve the
evolving needs of the North Oakville community.
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Future Land Use Context

As North Oakville’s Master Plan is implemented and neighbourhoods along Burnhamthorpe Road develop, the character of the corridor will become
increasingly diverse. The figure below depicts the Master Plan’s various land use designations along Burnhamthorpe Road, along with possible examples
of land uses and built form that may be found within these areas in the future.

Natural Heritage
System
 Network of
protected natural
features
 Recreational
space and paths

General Urban /
Sub-urban
 Predominantly
residential
 Some live-work
functions.

Neyagawa Urban
Core
 Western focal point
 Range of land uses
 Pleasant
pedestrian
environment

Transitional Area
 Provides
interface/buffer
from Employment
District
 Range of land
uses

Trafalgar Urban Core
 Northeast Oakville’s
focal point
 Highest densities
 Range of land uses

Employment Area
 Industrial and office
development
 Limited retail & service
commercial uses
primarily at intersections

The Problem / Opportunity
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This study will determine both the function and character of Burnhamthorpe Road as development of the corridor evolves.

Function

Character

What is the role of Burnhamthorpe Road and who is going to
use it?

Will Burnhamthorpe Road be rural, urban, or both?

Will sections of the road be treated the same, or will the road
character change along the corridor?
Drivers

Cyclists

Pedestrians

Can parallel transportation facilities assume some functions?

Should there be a common, distinct element along the length
of the corridor?

407 ETR:
Inter-regional
vehicle traffic

NNOTC:
Regional vehicle traffic

Planned parallel
Avenue Road

Burnhamthorpe
Road

The Environmental Assessment Process
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The Municipal Class Environmental Assessment (EA) Process is a regulated process that proponents must follow to meet the requirements of
the EA Act. Ongoing consultation with the public and relevant agencies is a key aspect of the EA process. Four EA categories are available to be
used based on the project’s potential for environmental effects.
This project is a Schedule “C” project and is required to undergo a 5-phase process, which includes:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Defining the Problem or Opportunity
Considering Alternative Planning Solutions
Developing Alternative Design Concepts and Assessing Net Effects
Documenting the Recommended Plan in an Environmental Study Report (ESR)
Detail Design and Implementation

During the final stages of the study, an Environmental Study Report (ESR) is prepared to document the process and filed for a 30-day public
review. If no “Part II Order” requests are submitted to the Minister of the Environment during this time, the project may proceed to Implementation.

Schedule “C” EA Phases
Phase 1
Define the Problem
or Opportunity

We are here

Phase 2
Consider
Alternative
Planning Solutions

Phase 3
Develop Alternative
Design Concepts
and Assess Net
Effects

Phase 4
Document the
Recommended
Plan in an
Environmental
Study Report

Phase 5
Detail Design and
Implementation
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Our Study Process

The Schedule “C” Class EA process has been selected as it best serves the needs of the Burnhamthorpe Road Character Study.
Burnhamthorpe EA will involve the following steps:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Background review and Problem/Opportunity Statement
Corridor assessment and visioning
Development of alternative solutions and designs
Evaluation criteria and assessment of alternatives
Documentation (ESR)

Two PICs will be held over the course of the study, with additional opportunities for public input throughout the process.

2013:

June

July

August

September

October

November

PIC #2
October 2013

December

ESR Documentation
Evaluation and
Recommendation

PIC #1
June 25, 2013

Alternatives
Solutions
Corridor Visioning

Context and
Problem/Opportunity

The outcome of this process will be to
determine the appropriate Right of Way
width along Burnhamthorpe Road.

The

What Roadway Features
Are Important to You?
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A variety of design features or elements can be used to enhance the function or character of a street.

Function

Character

Multi-use trails accommodate pedestrians,
On-street and lay-by parking provides vehicle
access to commercial buildings in urban areas.

Dedicated bike lanes
reduce conflicts with traffic and
enhance safety for cyclists.

cyclists, and other recreational forms of
active transportation.

Sidewalks promote walking and
enhance pedestrian safety. Wide
sidewalks and boulevards are
often appropriate in urban settings.

Cultural and natural heritage
features can be protected and enhanced
as distinctive streetscape features.

Street trees provide
shade and aesthetic
appeal.

Public art creates a
sense of street identity.

What Roadway Features
Are Important to You?
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The final design for the corridor will be informed by the different land use designations along its length and the combination of elements within the
public Right of Way.
The following cross sections demonstrate how elements such as travel lanes, parking lanes, different cycling facilities, and boulevards can be
combined and substituted with one another, resulting in various possible arrangements.

Typical of Existing Burnhamthorpe Road (20m)

Typical of Rural Corridor with curb (19m)

Typical of Rural Corridor with ditches (19m)

Typical of Urban Corridor with Limited Additional Elements (22m)

What Roadway Features
Are Important to You?

Typical of Trafalgar Urban Core
Corridor with Multiple Elements
(24m)
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Typical of Trafalagar Urban Core
Corridor with All Elements
(33.5m)

BURNHAMTHORPE ROAD
CHARACTER STUDY

Evaluation Criteria

Phase 3 of the Class EA process involves the evaluation of potential effects of each of the Alternative Design Concepts. In order to evaluate
alternatives, a set of evaluation criteria must be developed. A broad range of evaluation criteria is needed to effectively assess the potential
environmental effects.
Alternative roadway designs will be developed based on the input that we receive through early consultation. At this time, a preliminary set of
evaluation criteria to assess the net effects of these alternative designs has been prepared.
The draft evaluation criteria fall under six general categories as follows:

Operational
Criteria

Natural
Environment
Criteria

Urban Design
Criteria

SocioEconomic
Environment
Criteria

Cultural
Environment
Criteria

Financial
Criteria

The outcome of the evaluation process will be the identification of the Recommended Design(s) and character principles for the future
Burnhamthorpe Road. The Recommended Design(s) may be more “rural” in some areas and more “urban” in other areas. The selection of
appropriate evaluation criteria ensures that the preferred design addresses both function and form needs.
Draft evaluation criteria are described on the following display boards. Please review these draft criteria and provide us with any comments
that you may have. “Dot” stickers can be used to indicate which criteria you feel should be considered high priority.

Draft Evaluation Criteria
Proposed OPERATIONAL Criteria
Right-of-Way (ROW) Width Range
Is the width of the road within the
maximum of 24 metres specified in the
town’s approved documents?

Flow Characteristics
Is traffic flow interrupted by passive traffic
calming or is it uninterrupted?

Travel Speeds
Is traffic limited to an appropriate speed
for the adjacent land uses?

Number of Lanes
Is the number appropriate in the context
of adjacent land uses and traffic
volumes?

Local Street Connectivity
Does the road network offer connectivity
to local streets?

Access Management
Is direct access permitted for certain land
uses or restricted for others?

Transit
Is the road able to accommodate transit
use?

Cycling/Pedestrians
Does the design provide safe and
attractive cycling and pedestrian
facilities?

Goods Movement
Are restrictions on goods movement kept
to a minimum?

Parking
Is sufficient on-street parking provided?

Utilities / Stormwater Management
Can all servicing be accommodated in
the Right of Way?

Street Lighting
Is the level of lighting appropriate for the
road function?
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How important is this to you? Please rate each
criterion by placing a sticky dot.

Draft Evaluation Criteria
Proposed NATURAL ENVIRONMENT
Criteria
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How important is this to you? Please rate each
criterion by placing a sticky dot.

Designated Areas
What is the impact on designated or protected
environmental areas?

Natural Heritage Features
What is the impact on features such as
woodlots, wetlands and valleylands?

Wildlife and Wildlife Habitat
What is the impact on terrestrial and aquatic
species?

Species at Risk (SAR) and SAR Habitat
Are there any impacts to SAR or SAR habitat?

Proposed URBAN DESIGN Criteria

How important is this to you? Please rate each
criterion by placing a sticky dot.

Land Use Designations / Context
Is the design appropriate for the planned future
land use contexts along the corridor?

Planned Building Scale & Orientation
Is the design appropriate for the size, density
and height of future buildings?

Boulevard Treatment
Is landscaping, street furniture and other
amenities provided?

Proposed SOCIO-ECONOMIC
ENVIRONMENT Criteria
Property
Does the design minimize displacement or
disruption to adjacent properties?

Community Features/Character
What effect is there on the overall character of
the local community?

Business
Will there be any short-term or long-term
impacts to local businesses?

Noise and Air Quality
Are noise and/or air quality impacts
manageable?

How important is this to you? Please rate each
criterion by placing a sticky dot.

Draft Evaluation Criteria
Proposed CULTURAL ENVIRONMENT
Criteria
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How important is this to you?
Please rate each criterion by placing a sticky dot.

Archaeology
Will there be an impact on identified
archaeological resources?

Built Heritage
Will there be an impact to built heritage
resources or listed buildings?

Cultural Heritage Landscape
Are there any impacts to the cultural heritage
landscape?

Proposed FINANCIAL Criteria

How important is this to you?
Please rate each criterion by placing a sticky dot.

Capital Costs
How much will it cost to build?

Operational Costs
How much will it cost to operate and
maintain?

Property Costs
How much will property acquisition cost?

Restoration Costs
How much will it cost to restore or
rehabilitate certain areas after construction?

Your input is vital to ensuring the preferred design for Burnhamthorpe Road appropriately
addresses all potential opportunities and challenges. All comments will be considered in the
development of a final set of evaluation criteria.
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Next Steps
Following this PIC, the Project Team will:
 Review and address comments received – look for a
summary on the study website and in the summer
newsletter;
 Further assess the existing conditions of the Study
Corridor, including conducting a tree inventory and
existing servicing assessment;
 Develop a set of roadway design alternatives; and
 Refine the set of Evaluation Criteria based on your
feedback.

Please complete a comment card or send comments directly to one of
the Project Team contacts:
Town Staff

Project Consultant

Lin Rogers
Transportation Engineer,
Town of Oakville
1255 Trafalgar Road
Oakville, ON L6H 0H3
burnhamthorpe@oakville.ca
905-845-6601 ext. 3236

Bob Koziol
Manager, Municipal Transportation
MMM Group Limited
100 Commerce Valley Dr. W.
Thornhill, ON L3T 0A1
KoziolB@mmm.ca
905-882-7249

How to get involved:
 Visit the study website to stay up-to-date as the
study progresses
(http://www.oakville.ca/residents/easburnhamthorpe.html);
 Request that your name be added to the study
mailing list;
 Participate in the next open house, scheduled in the
fall of 2013; and/or
 Contact the study team directly, using the contact
information at right.
Thank you!
Your involvement is essential to the successful completion of this study.
We welcome your comments.

