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Qualifications
1.

I am the owner of Thomas McBroom Associates Ltd., a company that specializes
in golf course architecture and design.

2.

I hold a Bachelor of Landscape Architecture degree from the University of Guelph,
which I obtained in 1975.

3.

Following my graduation from the University of Guelph, I worked for a number of
firms in general landscape architecture.
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4.

My interest was in golf course design, however, and by the mid-1980s, I had
started my own company. Since then, I have focused exclusively on the design
and construction supervision of golf courses, throughout Canada and globally.

5.

There are only five or six firms in Canada that specialize in golf course design, and
approximately 50 or 60 companies in the United States.

6.

To date I have designed and/or supervised the construction of approximately 60
courses and remodeled some 40 existing courses, including courses owned by
Clublink. I have worked in every Canadian province except Newfoundland. I have
also designed and been involved in the construction of golf courses in Finland, St.
Kitts, China, and the United Kingdom.

7.

Our work is highly regarded in golf course architecture circles as is evident by the
inclusion of thirteen of our. courses in Score Magazine's 2020 Top 100 Golf
Courses in Canada.

8.

In 2018, The 27 Club in Tianjin debuted at number 26 in the Top 100 Golf Courses
in China by the Top 100 Golf Courses website. One of our courses in Finland
(Kytaja South East) is ranked in the Top 100 in Continental Europe and number 1
in Finland by the Top 100 Golf Courses website. The Top 100 Golf Courses
website is an independent online golf course rating platform based in the UK. It
has a network of correspondents, contributors and aficionados around the world
who provide trusted expert opinion and consider online data posted by reviewers
who have played the courses.

9.

I was a member of the American Society of Golf Course Architects for over twenty
years. I was inducted into the Ontario Golf Hall of Fame in 2018.

10.

A copy of my curriculum vitae, and a copy of my company's brochure which
provides details regarding the golf courses that I have designed and their awards,
is attached to this Witness Statement, together with a signed Acknowledgement of
Expert's Duty f()rm.

Retainer
11.

In the fall of 2020, I was retained by Clublink to provide expert opinion on the
design of the Glen Abbey Golf Course and its significance. Over the years I have
played Glen Abbey many times in both personal and business capacities, including
two Canadian Open Pro-AM tournaments. After being retained by Clublink, I again
visited the golf course, maintenance facility and the Clubhouse on October 14,
2020. In terms of tasks, I have been asked to:
a. Review and comment on the Glen Abbey Golf Course Heritage Review
dated August 9, 2017, prepared by Ken Moodie of Creative Golf Design.
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b. Review and comment on the Town of Oakville's By-law No. 2017-138
designating the Glen Abbey Golf Course Property under Part IV of the
Ontario Heritage Act;
c. Provide my views on other matters relevant to this proceeding; and
d. Provide input to ERA Architects Inc. regarding golf course architecture and
design.

The Design of the Glen Abbey Golf Course
12.

Glen Abbey was constructed in 1974-76, primarily as a course to host high level
professional tournaments, specifically the Canadian Open, and thus the course
had to provide significant challenge and difficulty to top professional players. The
course was also designed in particular to facilitate spectator viewing, television
broadcasting and corporate hospitality.

13.

In simple terms, the course consists of 13 holes on the tablelands and 5 holes in
the Sixteen Mile Creek Valley. The tableland holes were constructed on relatively
flat and uninteresting land while the valley holes were constructed in the markedly
beautiful valley of Sixteen Mile\ Creek. Although initially considered to be relatively
difficult and tactical, the tableland holes were not naturally blessed with scenic
values or topographic interest and thus, in my opinion, are noted for their
blandness, repetitiveness, and artificial nature. Some of the tableland holes
immediately abut the rear yards of adjacent residential properties. Conversely, the
valley holes always stood out as naturally scenic.

14.

Glen Abbey has a "hub and spoke" design, meaning that several holes (more than
the typical two or four holes), start or end near the Clubhouse. This is to make it
easier for spectators to view the golf play without walking great distances. It also
ensured that spectators have easy access to the corporate village and hospitality
area during the Canadian Open.

15.

Most golf courses are designed with only two or four holes beginning or ending at
the Clubhouse (1, 9, 10 and 18), thus leaving ample room for parking, the practice
range, and good traffic flow. At Glen Abbey, not only the gth and 18th holes return
to the Clubhouse, but also holes 2 and 16. This type of design tends to crimp or
minimize available space around the Clubhouse. For example, at Glen Abbey, the
parking lot is located several hundred yards from the Clubhouse, much longer than
at most other golf courses. The golfers are shuttled in from the parking lot to the
Clubhouse which has always been somewhat awkward. At most well designed golf
courses, the golfers can walk easily from the parking lot to the Clubhouse.

16.

The crowding of holes around the Clubhouse is also why the practice range tee
was rebuilt on at least one occasion, as there was not enough room to
accommodate large groups of golfers on the tee at one time.
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17.

There are several long walks between holes at Glen Abbey, during both regular
and tournament play. As noted in James Barclay's 1992 book "Golf in Canada: A
History", "At many of the Glen Abbey holes there is a long walk between the green
and the next tee. This is partly as a result of bringing so many holes to the central
clubhouse for the benefit of the spectator. Nicklaus also wanted to provide the
spectator with a clear, uncongested viewing area around tees as well as greens,
and so had to keep them apart."

18.

Another fundamental weakness of the "hub and spoke" design concept is that it
tends to create "crossover holes", in that one hole does not flow uninterrupted to
the next hole, but rather is forced to cross-over another hole. This interrupts the
flow of playing the course. For example, for regular play at Glen Abbey, because
the 2"d hole returns to the Clubhouse, golfers have to crossover behind the 1st tee
to get to the 3rd tee. Golfers waiting on the 1st tee to tee off can be distracted by
golfers behind them moving on to the 3rc1 tee and the golfers proceeding on to the
3rc1 tee have to cross in behind the 1st hole. For regular play, there is also a
particularly long walk from the 9th green to the 10th tee. Good golf course design
leads from one hole to the next with relatively short walks from one green to the
next tee.

19.

A particularly problematic cro&s-over, for the Canadian Open as shown on the
2015 routing, is the walk from the 6th green over to the 7th tee, as golfers must
traverse past the Clubhouse and the corporate hospitality center to arrive at the 7th
tee.

20.

Whichever way the course is set-up, there are long walks and walk-backs. In my
view this is poor design created by the "hub and spoke" design concept.

21.

Another design feature of Glen Abbey is that it was constructed as a "stadium"
course to accommodate spectators. This means that several large and artificial
mounds of earth were constructed to create viewing banks, on which spectators
can stand or sit in order to watch tournament play. The spectator mounds at Glen
Abbey were lifted six to fifteen feet around the surrounding grade to create viewing
amphitheatres. These mounds surround many of the greens at Glen Abbey,
particularly on the finishing holes and the holes around the Clubhouse.

22.

It is my view that spectator golf courses constructed with artificial mounds and
viewing banks tended to try to standardize the design of golf holes to a contained
space, much as a hockey rink or football stadium is a contained space surrounded
by spectator seating. Repeating this contained space, hole after hole, takes away
the joy and inspiration of playing golf in a wonderous natural landscape and, in my
opinion, it is one reason why Glen Abbey has not been influential in the
development of golf course aesthetics. Ken Moodie referred to some areas of the
course that used earth modelling, which seems to be a reference to some of the
spectator mounds, as "a little artificial".
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23.

Tournaments that are not held on stadium courses rely on strategically placed
bleachers that afford very good viewing of the golf play.

24.

Generally, 18th greens on golf courses (particularly courses that host major
tournaments) have particular importance from a golf course design perspective as the finishing hole on the course, as a focal point where a tournament generally
concludes and a trophy is presented to the winner, and where most spectators
gather toward the end of a tournament.

25.

For those reasons, 18th greens also have importance from a spectator perspective.
However, at Glen Abbey, the spectator mounds have taken on less importance
over time as many were covered by corporate tents during the Canadian Open.

Design Changes at Glen Abbey Golf Course
26.

It is interesting to witness the many design changes that have been made to Glen
Abbey over the decades. However, this is all very normal in the life of any golf
course. Nothing is static, and as the game of golf changes, particularly due to the
extraordinary length that top players are hitting the ball and the technical changes
to equipment that add to the length of the drives. Golf courses need to respond by
adding more length, repositioning hazards such as sand traps, planting additional
trees or by other means. The changes are meant to keep the course relevant and
challenging to top players. In my opinion, there are few remaining opportunities to
increase the length of the holes at Glen Abbey, although difficulty could be
increased by further redesigning greens and bunkers, narrowing fairways or
planting strategic trees.

27.

As far as tree management goes, sometimes tree removal is required to allow the
proper amount of sunlight for optimum turf growth. A case in point is the 11th green,
which suffers from lack of sunlight because of the growth of trees on the valley wall
behind the green. In recent years, the green has had to be repositioned and trees
trimmed and/or removed, in order to receive the amount of sunlight the green
would have received when the course was first built.

Integration of Golf Courses with Residential Communities
28.

When golf course and residential communities are planned together the result is a
more integrated and cohesive development. In the book, "Golf Course
Development in Residential Communities" by Gregory Cory and published by the
Urban Land Institute, 2001, the author states that the integrated design of a golf
community is "the exchange between the golf course architect and the land planner
is crucial. The golf course architect advocates for high quality play, while the land
planner must integrate those objectives with the real estate program, enhancing
value and addressing environmental concerns."

29.

Principles and guidelines in a well-designed golf course and residential community
development include adequate safety margins and setbacks from the holes to the
residential properties, incorporating views from the residential properties while
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screening the golfers from disrupting views of houses, minimizing road crossings
for the golfers, and ensuring a good flow to the golf holes. Some of this can be
achieved by siting the houses an adequate distance from the golf hole, siting the
houses on higher ground overlooking the golf course below and ensuring visual
buffers with vegetation. In addition, well planned developments also integrate the
roads, cart paths and trails into a safe and unified circulation system.
30.

At Glen Abbey the surrounding residential properties are not elevated above the
course and there is no natural vegetation acting as a buffer for the subdivisions to
the west of the course, so the golfer experiences disruptive views into the
backyards and homes.

31.

Muirfield Village Golf Club in Dublin, Ohio (a suburb of Columbus) is an example
of a golf course and a residential community having been intensively planned as a
single entity, and in my view, was extraordinarily well done. The advantage of this
approach is that the residential and golf opportunities are maximized, such as by
creating views out to the golf course and maximizing the number of homes that
front onto the golf course but not at the expense of the quality of the individual hole
and the golf course as a whole. The residential lots and homes are beautifully
intertwined and set back from the golf corridors. The golf experience is excellent
with the residences well screened and set back from the golf fairways.

32.

My firm has also designed several integrated golf and residential communities,
including Morgan Creek, Tower Ranch and Tobiano in British Columbia, Le Geant
in Quebec, and the Links at Brunello in Nova Scotia. All these integrated
communities maximize both the residential and golfing experience.

33.

Glen Abbey was not designed as an integrated golf community. Rather the course
was designed first, and the surrounding residential neighbourhoods to the west
were developed later.

Trends in Golf Course Design
34.

The trend in tou·rnament golf since the 1980s has rotated back to playing the more
classic courses that were constructed on beautifully natural properties in the 1920s
and 30s- courses such as Oakmont in Pittsburgh, Winged Foot in New York State,
St. George's Golf and Country Club in Toronto and the Hamilton Golf and Country
Club in Ancaster. These courses use the natural landscape as the basis for their
design rather than create an artificial landscape. In my opinion, the trend in
tournament golf and goff course design in general, since the 1980s, favours the
more classic and natural courses.

35.

Another significant trend has been a greater concern for environmental issues and
towards designs that reduce the area of maintained grass, use less water and
chemicals, and reduce the amount of earth movement required. This is consistent
with the trend back to the more natural look and design of courses, void of
artificiality.
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The Influence of the Glen Abbey Golf Course Design
36.

Other than Glen Abbey, Muirfield Village in Ohio, TPC Sawgrass in Florida, PGA
West Stadium Course in California and Stadium Course at TPC Scottsdale in
Arizona, the design and construction of stadium golf courses has never become
widely accepted nor commonplace in the golf industry in North America. In my
opinion, the idea of a stadium course never gained traction and thus was not the
beginning of any kind of trend in golf course design but rather a "one off', lasting
but a few short years in the late 1970s as PGA tournament golf and blossoming
television audiences were helping to drive the business.

37.

From the 1980s to this day, golf course design has gone in an entirely different
direction, focusing and seeking outstanding natural sites rather than artificially
constructed ones. Stadium golf courses were extraordinarily expensive to
construct due to massive earth movement and were very artificial in appearance.
This is not to say that any of these five courses were not successful in their own
right. However, collectively they did not spur any significant trend in golf course
design or the golf industry. In fact, other than those five courses, I am not aware
of any stadium course in North America that has been built of any stature or
significance.

38.

In response to paragraph 2.32 of the Glen Abbey Golf Course Heritage Review by
Ken Moodie, I have not witnessed any significant trend in the years since Glen
Abbey was constructed towards designing courses with three- or six-hole loops
returning to the Clubhouse. Obviously, there is advantage to the gth hole returning
to allow for a 9-hole green fee at a public course or a quick nine-hole round at a
private course; however, it would be difficult to administer greens fees for 3- or 6hole loops.

39.

It is my· view that Glen Abbey has shown only marginal influence in the
development of golf course aesthetics, particularly due to extensive use of artificial
mounds, and furthermore, the trend to this day has gone completely in the opposite
direction. The. industry and the golf market have opted, not for artificially
constructed properties, but for outstanding, and naturally beautiful properties,
which exude landscape beauty and character rather than artificially contrived
spaces. Numerous new golf courses in Ontario's Muskoka region and seaside
Atlantic Canada are good examples, as are the well-known Bandon Dunes courses
on the west coast of Oregon, to name but a few. These courses are setting the
new standard in golf course design and the aesthetics that are so important in the
quality of highly regarded golf courses.

40.

The trend in golf course design has very clearly pivoted to less expensive courses,
constructed on land that is more natural in appearance and thus providing more
interesting terrain for the design of a golf course.

41.

This is not only an aesthetic trend, but a trend to more environmentally sustainable
courses. New courses rely less on earth movement, maintain the natural contours
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of the land as much as possible and reduce the area of maintained grass, reducing
the amount of chemicals and water required.
42.

Further, while an early example of the hub and spoke layout, in my opinion Glen
Abbey did not heavily influence golf course design in either Canada or
internationally. The hub and spoke concept, while perhaps useful for spectator
viewing within close proximity to the Clubhouse, did not foster principles of good
golf course architecture for the reasons stated above, and thus was not a concept
that influenced golf course architecture going forward.

Major Golf Publications Rankings of Glen Abbey

43.

Whatever trend or influence Glen Abbey exerted on the golf industry in the late
1970s and early 1980s, served to be of short duration only and did not set a longterm trend in either golf course design or tournament golf. This can be seen in the
goff course rankings of the major North American golf publications: Golf Digest and
Golf Magazine in the United States and Score Magazine in Canada. The three
publications are acknowledged industry leaders.

44.

Each publication conducts an annual or bi-annual ranking of the top courses in the
United States and/or Canada. ·The rankings are based on the volunteer efforts of
their respective raters who are made up of good competitive players, golf
professionals (club pros and touring pros), journalists, superintendents, club
managers, golf course architects and key industry personnel.
a. Golf Digest has more than 1,900 raters, and many are avid golfers and
design aficionados.
b. Golf Magazine has 97 raters, mostly comprised of industry personnel and
golf course architects. I am a rater for Golf Magazine
c. Score Magazine has some 100 raters, comprised of industry personnel,
media, and golf aficionados.

45.

The above publications use similar criteria to rate the courses:
a. Golf Digest asks the raters to evaluate courses on eight criteria: shot
options, challenge, layout variety, distinctiveness, aesthetics, condition,
character, and fun.
b. Golf Magazine is a bit more subjective. It gives their raters a list of 489
courses from around the world, stating that they trust the raters, hand picked
by the editors and representing 15 nations, to rate the course using their
keen eye for architecture, both regionally and globally.
c. Score Magazine uses the criteria of beauty, challenge strategy, design, par
threes, par fours, par fiVes, conditioning, and fun.

9
46.

I recently contacted the editors of each of these three publications to inquire as to
how Glen Abbey has performed in the rankings over the years. In all cases the
result was not favorable, as the course has dropped rather significantly.
a. Ron Whitten at Golf Digest advised that Golf Digest has no record of having
listed Glen Abbey in their Top 100 in the World. However, they did
previously rank it in their Top 25 in Canada:
2005-2006: Glen Abbey ranked #19
2007-2020: Glen Abbey off the list
b. Ran Morrissett at Golf Magazine advised as follows regarding Golf
Magazine's ranking of the Top 100 courses in the world:
1985: Glen Abbey ranked #72 in the world
"Since 2000 it has dropped to the point where the course is no longer on
the ballot and no one wrote in supporting its inclusion."
c. Jason Logan at Canada's Score Magazine advised as follows regarding
Score Magazine's Top 150 Courses in Canada:
1990:
2000:
2010:
2020:

Glen Abbey ranked
Glen Abbey ranked
Glen Abbey ranked
Glen Abbey ranked

#2 in the country
#8 in the country
#29 in the country
#76 in the country

47.

This shows a significant trend downwards in all cases and is a strong indicator of
Glen Abbey's waning influence and standing in Canada and internationally.

48.

As indicated in the Cultural Heritage Landscape Strategy Implementation - Phase
II: Cultural Heritage Evaluation Report by Letourneau Heritage Consulting Inc.
{May 2017), the reputation of Glen Abbey was already fading in the mid-1980s and
1990s. The report states: "Still, in the 1980s, articles in leading newspapers
questioned the success of the golf course as the home of the Canadian Open. In
1990 Maclean's magazine included a story titled 'Trouble on the Links' that focused
on the future of Glen Abbey described as a "fading glory."'

Golf Trends in North America
49.

The National Golf Foundation {NGF) Report 2019 reports on the current trends in
golf. VVhile the statistics are US based, in my experience the same trends are
occurring in Canada. Below are some of the key take-aways from this report:
a. Golf is an $84 billion dollar industry that is adapting to cultural and
behavioral shifts like many other aspects of society.
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b. While not at (higher) pre-Great Recession levels, golf is experiencing a
recent stabilization in on-course participation, with a new support level
around 24 million golfers.
c. On the supply side, the golf course closures that have outweighed new
openings since 2006 are part of an on-going correction in the industry. A
total of 198.5 18-hole equivalent courses closed in the US in 2018 while
12.5 new courses opened, a net reduction of 1.2 per cent in the world's best
supplied market.
d. Golf development activity remains concentrated on renovations rather than
new construction, with owners and operators investing more than $3.5
billion in major renovation projects over the past 13 years.
Statement of Cultural Heritage Value or Interest and Heritage Attributes
50.

I have reviewed the Town of Oakville's By-law No. 2017-138 designating the Glen
Abbey Golf Course Property under Part IV of the Ontario Heritage Act and offer
the following comments.

Statement of Cultural Heritage Value ~or Interest: Design Value or Physical Value

51.

There is no question that Glen Abbey is a well-known course in the Canadian
context. However, this is distinct from whether it is well-regarded in the golf
community at large and whether it is generally considered one of Canada's great
courses.

52.

For a time in the late 1970s and 1980s, Glen Abbey was highly regarded. This was
supported by its high rating in well-regarded course rankings conducted by Golf
Digest, Golf Magazine and Canada's Score Magazine. However, as noted above,
for the past several decades, Glen Abbey's ranking in all three publications has
dropped rather markedly and is no longer highly ranked in Canada; in the US
publications, it is not ranked at all. This speaks to its decline in design value.

53.

In addition to older courses that have stood the test of time, Glen Abbey has been
surpassed by scores of courses built in Canada and the United States in the past
four decades. These many courses are considered to have superior architectural
merit as compared to Glen Abbey.

54.

The most recent Score Top 100 in Canada ranks 75 courses above Glen Abbey,
including Cabot Cliffs in Nova Scotia, Jasper Park Lodge in Alberta, Oviinbyrd in
Ontario, and Crowbush Cove in PEl to name but a few. There are three other
Nicklaus-designed courses in Canada ranked higher than Glen Abbey: Northern
Bear in Sherwood, Alberta; Nicklaus North in Whistler, BC; and Bear Mountain in
Victoria, BC (designed with Steve Nicklaus).

55.

The Town's Statement of Cultural Heritage Value or Interest states: "The sequence
of valley holes are considered among the most beautiful and challenging in the
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sport. The 17th and 18th holes have been recognized as among the most successful
finishing holes in international championship play." In my view, while some may
have recognized Glen Abbey in this way decades ago, these statements are not
true today.
56.

As stated previously, Glen Abbey's hub and spoke layout did not heavily influence
golf design in Canada or internationally.

57.

It is my opinion that if the course were truly notable for its high degree of
craftsmanship and artistic merit and indeed overall design, it would be ranked
significantly higher in the key publications that recognize such standards. The
spectator mounds, while providing better viewing for spectators, create a golf
course that is artificial and unnatural in appearance. The spectator mounds are
only relevant for tournament golf, particularly the Canadian Open. Although Glen
Abbey regularly hosted the Open early on, in more recent years it only did so
sporadically as the Canadian Open moved around to other courses, and I
understand that there are no plans for the Canadian Open to return to Glen Abbey
in the future.

58.

As to the claim that Glen Abbey is a "good representative of the emphasis on
finesse rather than pure strength, in the 'strategic' tradition of golf design", I do not
believe this is an accurate characterization of the design of the golf course. It is my
view that Glen Abbey was never designed as a finesse course, but one that was
built for the emerging power game that emphasized length over finesse. The very
essence of Glen Abbey's design character is one of long, tough par four holes that
demanded length from the tee in order to be positioned advantageously for second
shots coming into the green. Likewise, on the par five holes, extreme length was
required in order to be positioned to attempt to hit the greens in two shots rather
than three. The absence of short par fours or "driveable" par fours in the course
design speaks to this point. It is my opinion that Jack Nicklaus tended to design
courses for the power game and not finesse. In James Barclay's 1992 book, "Golf
in Canada: A History", he notes; "Some well-known names have never been too
keen on coming to Glen Abbey, notably Tom Watson, Tom Kite, Calvin Peete, and
Larry Nelson. They do not like its brute force."

Statement of Cultural Heritage Value or Interest: Historical Value or Associative Value

59.

The name Glen Abbey will likely always be associated with the Canadian Open,
as it has hosted 30 Canadian Open tournaments. In my opinion, Glen Abbey will
not be forgotten whether the course remains or not. Archives of the Canadian
Open will honour the golf course and its history, the players and the organizers.

60.

As to the famous Tiger Woods shot, one only needs to watch a video clip of that
shot to appreciate it.

61.

While Jack Nicklaus is undoubtedly one of the greatest golfers in golf history and
has become a noted golf course architect, in my opinion Glen Abbey is not a course
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of significant architectural merit, and this is evidenced by its marked decline in the
course ratings. Nor, in my opinion, is Glen Abbey among the most notable courses
designed by Jack Nicklaus.
62.

Golf Canada stated in its 2017 correspondence to the Town of Oakville, "While the
Glen Abbey Golf Club has been a suitable venue for the tournament, the reality is
the current course, its property and the surrounding properties do not allow Golf
Canada to achieve its long-term objectives for the Canadian Open. The physical
footprint is simply too small to accommodate the numerous activities associated
with conducting a PGA TOUR event 'outside the ropes." Key deficiencies "outside
the ropes" include the lack of length and width of the practice range, the inadequate
size of the corporate hospitality and retailing zones and the lack of on-site
spectator parking.

63.

In looking to the future, Golf Canada has already begun to rotate the Canadian
Open to some of Canada's older classic courses, such as St. George's Golf and
Country Club in Toronto, the Hamilton Golf and Country Club in Ancaster and
Shaughnessy Golf & Country Club in Vancouver. Golf Canada has also given
considerable attention to the possibility of designing and constructing its own
tournament course that more closely meets its needs.
\

Statement of Cultural Heritage Value or Interest: Contextual Value

64.

The golf course was built years before the surrounding residential subdivisions to
the west. The area was not designed and developed as an integrated
golf/residential community. For instance, they do not share pre-planned facilities
such as walking or biking trails, view corridors from the residential neighbourhoods
to the golf course (with the exception of views from the rear yards of some abutting
residential properties), or other features described above. In my opinion, they are
separate-entities almost entirely.

Heritage Attributes: Attributes supporting design and physical value of the Property

65.

The stadium-style golf design is no longer considered desirable for tournaments,
as the concept created an artificial theatre for the game of golf rather than a more
naturalistic setting. It is my understanding that the PGA Tour professionals have
spoken out for many years and have indicated they would prefer to play the
tournament on more historical and naturalistic courses such as St. George's Golf
and Country Club in Toronto and the Hamilton Golf and Country Club in Ancaster.

66.

The overall design is neither unique nor significant in the golf community. The
emphasis on spectator viewing created by artificial mounding is neither
aesthetically pleasing nor of strategic value. It is true that many spectators can
view play from the mounds, however the repetitive use of the mounding on flanks
of many of the holes creates an artificial golf theatre rather than a unique and
interesting golf course.
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67.

The "risk versus reward" attribute is common to many golf courses and not unique
to Glen Abbey. Likewise, the sequence of hole length, par selection and the
challenge each hole affords is a consideration for any golf course design.

68.

In my opinion, the circulation patterns are disrupted by the artificial mounds and
the cross-over holes created by the hub-and-spoke design.

69.

These artificial landforms and their spectator viewing function did not shape "a new
era in golf course design"; indeed, the cost and artificiality of this design motif
propelled the art of golf design in the opposite direction. That direction was the
construction of courses on more naturally beautiful grounds or designed to look
more natural, such as many new courses in Muskoka or on the coast of Atlantic
Canada.

Heritage Attributes: Attributes supporling the overall cultural heritage value or interest of
the Properly

70.

Almost all golf courses, by their nature of combining nature and sport, are a unique
integration of "land use, traditional practices, land patterns, spatial organizations,
visual relationships, circulation, ecological features, vegetation, landforms, water
features, and built features". These traits can be claimed by all golf courses to
varying degrees. In my opinion, Glen Abbey is neither an outstanding example of
golf course design nor especially unique in its integration of these traits.

List of Documents to be Referred To:
•

Cultural Heritage Landscape Assessment/Heritage Impact Assessment by ERA
Architects Inc. (November 9, 2016)

•

Park and-Open Space Concept Plan by ERA Architects Inc. (November 9, 2016)

•

Final Report: Cultural Heritage Landscape Strategy Implementation - Phase II:
Cultural Heritage Evaluation Report by Letourneau Heritage Consulting Inc. (May
2017)

•

Glen Abbey Golf Course Heritage Review by Ken Moodie of Creative Golf Design
Ltd. (August 9, 2017)

•

Cultural Heritage Landscape Values and Attributes of Glen Abbey Property by
Julian Smith & Associates (August 10, 2017)

•

Cultural Heritage Landscape Assessment/Heritage Impact Assessment Addendum by ERA Architects Inc. (November 20, 2017)

•

The Corporation of the Town of Oakville By-Law Number 2017-138

•

National Golf Foundation (NGF) 2019 - Golf Industry Report
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•

Golf in Canada: A History by James Barclay (1992)

•

Golf Course Development in Residential Communities by Gregory Cory, Urban
Land Institute (2001)

•

Letter from Bill Paul, Chief Championship Officer of Golf Canada, to the Town's
Heritage Oakville Advisory Committee, dated August 15, 2017

•

Golf course rankings from Golf Digest, Golf Magazine, Score Magazine and the
Top 100 Golf Courses website

Thomas McBroom
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Property Address/Description:
Municipality:
Municipality File No.:
LPAT Case No.:
LPAT File No.:

Clublink Corporation ULC and Clublink Holdings Ltd.
Application to amend Zoning By-law No. 2014-014- Refusal
of Application by the Town of Oakville
Private Open Space (02), Private Open Space-Special (02Sp. 114), and Natural Area (N)
Site Specific (to be determined)
To permit the redevelopment of the Subject Lands for a mix
of residential, commercial and open space uses
1333 Dorval Drive
Town of Oakville
Z.1519.09
PL171084
PL171085

PROCEEDING COMMENCED UNDER subsection 51(34) of the Planning Act, R.S.O. 1990, c.
P. 13, as amended
Applicant and Appellant:
Subject:
Purpose:
Property Address/Description:
Municipality:
Municipality File No.:
LPAT Case No.: LPAT File No.:

Clublink Corporation ULC and Clublink Holdings Ltd.
Proposed Plan of Subdivision - Failure of the Town of
Oakville to make a decision
To permit the redevelopment of the Subject Lands for a mix
of residential, commercial and open space uses
1333 Dorval Drive
Town of Oakville
24T-17003/1519
PL171084
PL171086

PROCEEDING COMMENCED UNDER subsection 51 (34) of the Planning Act, R.S.O. 1990, c.
P. 13, as amended
Applicant and Appellant:
Subject:
Purpose:
Property Address/Description:
Municipality:
Municipality File No.:
LPAT Case No.:
LPAT File No.:

Clublink Corporation ULC and Clublink Holdings Ltd.
Proposed Plan of Subdivision - Failure of the Town of
Oakville to make a decision
To permit the redevelopment of the Subject Lands for a mix
of residential, commercial and open space uses
1333 Dorval Drive
Town of Oakville
24T-17003/1519
PL171084
PL171167
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PROCEEDING COMMENCED UNDER subsection 51(39) of the Planning Act, R.S.O. 1990, c.
P. 13, as amended
Applicant and Appellant:
Subject:
Property Address/Description:
Municipality:
Municipality File No.:
LPAT Case No.:
LPAT File No.:

Clublink Corporation ULC and Clublink Holdings Ltd.
Proposed Plan of Subdivision
1333 Dorval Drive
Town of Oakville
24T-17003/1519
PL171084
PL180034

PROCEEDING COMMENCED UNDER subsection 17(24) of the Planning Act, R.S.O. 1990, c.
P.13, as amended
Appellant:
Subject:
Municipality:
LPAT Case No.:
LPAT File No.:
LPAT Case Name:

Clublink Corporation ULC & Clublink Holdings Ltd.
Proposed Official Plan Amendment No. 24
Town of Oakville
PL180158
PL180158
Clublink Corporation ULC et al. v. Oakville (Town)

PROCEEDING COMMENCED UNDER subsection 34(19) of the Planning Act, R.S.O. 1990, c.
P.13, as amended
Appellant:
Subject:
Municipality:
LPAT Case No.:
LPAT File No.:

Clublink Corporation ULC & Clublink Holdings Ltd.
By-law No. 2018-016
Town of Oakville
PL180158
PL180159

PROCEEDING COMMENCED UNDER subsection 17(36) of the Planning Act, R.S.O. 1990, c.
P.13, as amended
Appellant:
Subject:
Municipality:
LPAT Case No.:
LPAT File No.:

Clublink Corporation ULC & Clublink Holdings Ltd.
Proposed Official Plan Amendment No. 15
Town of Oakville
PL180580
PL180580

PROCEEDING COMMENCED UNDER subsection 17(36) of the Planning Act, R.S.O. 1990, c.
P.13, as amended
Appellant:
Subject:
Municipality:
L.P.A.T. Case No.:
L.P.A.T. File No.:

Clublink Corporation ULC & Clublink Holdings Ltd.
Proposed Official Plan Amendment No. 16
Town of Oakville
PL180580
PL180581
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PROCEEDING COMMENCED UNDER subsection 34.1 (1) of the Ontario Heritage Act, R.S.O.
1990, c. 0.18, as amended
Appellant:
Subject:
Municipality:
LPAT Case No.:
LPAT File No.:

Clublink Corporation ULC & Clublink Holdings Ltd.
Appeal of a decision of Council on an application to
demolish a building or structure
Town of Oakville
MM180022
MM180022

PROCEEDING COMMENCED UNDER subsection 69(3) of the Planning Act, R.S.O. 1990, c.
P.13, as amended
Appellant:
Subject:
Municipality:
LPAT Case No.:
LPAT File No.:

Clublink Corporation ULC & Clublink Holdings Ltd.
Appeal against the levying of an application fee
Town of Oakville
MM170004
MM170004

Tom McBroom, B.L.A.
Golf Course Architect
University Education:
•

Bachelor of Landscape Architecture, University of Guelph, 1975

Awards and Accreditations:
•
•

Twenty-year member of the American Society of Golf Course Architects
1999-2019
Inducted into the Ontario Golf Hall of Fame, 2018

Professional Work Experience:
•

1982 – 2021 Owner and Principal of Thomas McBroom Associates Ltd.,
Toronto, Ontario
Golf Course Architect

McBroom has over thirty years of experience designing golf courses. In his career to
date, six courses have been named by Golf Digest as Best New Canadian Course:
The Links at Crowbush Cove, Morell, PEI (1993); The Lake Joseph Club near Port
Carling, Ontario (1997); Bell Bay Golf Club on Cape Breton Island, Nova Scotia (1998);
Timberwolf Golf Club in Sudbury, Ontario (2000), The Ridge at Manitou, near McKellar,
Ontario (2006) and Tobiano Golf Club, Kamloops, British Columbia (2008).
In 2015 The Links at Brunello in Halifax, Nova Scotia, was named third Best New
Course in North America by Golf Digest and Le Club de Golf Memphremagog was
named to “The World’s Top 100 Courses” for 2016.
Fourteen of his courses were ranked among the 2020 Score Golf Top 100 Courses.
In addition to new construction, Tom has overseen the renovations to a number of
existing courses including the historic Mount Bruno Country Club in Quebec, Donalda
Club in Toronto, Ontario, Port Carling Golf & Country Club, in Port Carling, Ontario,
Green Gables Golf Course in PEI and Country Hills Golf Club in Calgary, Alberta.
Overseas projects include the 27 Club in Tianjin, China, Royal St. Kitts in the Caribbean
and two courses in Kyjata, Finland. In late 2020, Tom completed the complete
renovation of The Caversham in Reading UK.
Tom has worked for many of the finest land and resort developers in the business
including Intrawest, Four Seasons, Fairmont and Genstar as well as Government
agencies such as Parks Canada and the Vancouver and Niagara Park Boards.

Tom McBroom takes a leading role in the conceptual design, planning and construction
supervision of each of the firm’s projects. Additionally, project scheduling, costing and
client liaison are largely his responsibility.
As a “hands-on” designer, Tom takes great pride in his ability to provide clients with an
exceptional level of personal service while at the same time, being fortunate enough to
entrust certain aspects of each project to other team members. Tom is the key contact
for his clients and works closely with his team on initial design through to construction
documents. He has a keen interest in the history of the game and a passion that
combines the science of strategy and construction details with the art of golf.

List of New Golf Courses, Major Renovations and Master Plans:
*Caversham Heath Club, Reading, England

2020

*Exeter Golf Club, Exeter, Ontario

2019

*Whitevale Golf Club, Whitevale, Ontario

2006 – 2019

*Camelot Golf & Country Club, Cumberland, Ontario

2017

*The Oaks Golf Club, Delaware, Ontario

2016-2017

*Le Club de Golf Memphrémagog, Magog, Québec

2015-2016

The Links at Brunello, Timberlea (Halifax) , Nova Scotia

2015

27 Club, Tianjin, China

2015

Southwood Golf & Country Club, Winnipeg, Manitoba

2011

*Country Hills Golf Club, Calgary, Alberta
Talon Course

2010

Le Club de Golf Memphrémagog, Magog, Québec

2008

The Club at Tower Ranch, Kelowna, British Columbia

2008

Tobiano Golf Course, Kamloops, British Columbia

2007

*Green Gables Golf Course, Cavendish, Prince Edward Island

2006

The Golf Club at Lora Bay, Thornbury, Ontario
(in collaboration with Tom Lehman)

2006

Oviinbyrd Golf Club, Foot’s Bay, Ontario

2005

The Ridge at Manitou Golf Club, McKellar, Ontario

2005

Ambassador Golf Club, Windsor, Ontario

2005

Royal St. Kitt’s Golf Club, Basseterre, Nevis and St. Kitts

2004

Kytaja Golf, North West Course, Hyvinkää, Finland

2004

Whitewater Golf Club, Thunder Bay, Ontario

2004

FireRock, Komoka, Ontario

2004

Glencairn Golf Club, Halton Hills, Ontario

2004

Kytaja Golf, South East Course, Hyvinkää, Finland

2003

Wildfire Golf Club, Stoney Lake, Ontario

2003

Domaine Laforest, Charlevoix, Quebec

2002

Legends on the Niagara, Niagara Falls, Ontario
Ussher’s Creek Course

2001

Rocky Crest Golf Club, MacTier, Ontario

2000

King’s Riding Golf Club, King City, Ontario

2000

Granite Golf Club, Stouffville, Ontario

2000

Algonquin Golf Course, St. Andrews, New Brunswick

2000

RattleSnake Point Golf Course, Milton, Ontario
Copperhead Course

1999

RattleSnake Point Golf Course, Milton, Ontario
Sidewinder Course

1999

*Donalda Club, Toronto, Ontario

1999-2014

Timberwolf Golf Club, Garson (Sudbury), Ontario

1998

*Fraserview Golf Course, Vancouver, British Columbia

1998

Bell Bay Golf Course, Baddeck, Nova Scotia

1998

Lake Joseph Golf Club, Port Carling, Ontario

1997

Mount Bruno Country Club,
Saint-Bruno-de-Montarville, Québec

1996-2017

Golf Le Géant, Mont-Tremblant, Québec

1995

Morgan Creek Golf Course, Surrey, British Columbia

1995

The Links at Crowbush Cove, West St. Peters, PE I

1994

*Langara Golf Course, Vancouver, British Columbia

1994

Heron Point Golf Links, Ancaster, Ontario

1993

National Pines Golf Club, Innisfill (Barrie), Ontario

1993

*Ottawa Hunt & Golf Club, Ottawa, Ontario

1993

Camelot Golf & Country Club, Cumberland, Ontario

1993

Kanata Golf & Country Club, Kanata, Ontario

1992

Deer Ridge Golf Club, Kitchener, Ontario

1992

Port Carling Golf & Country Club, Port Carling, Ontario

1991

Deerhurst Highlands Golf Course, Huntsville, Ontario
(in collaboration with Bob Cupp)

1990

Hockley Valley Resort, Orangeville, Ontario

1990

Monterra Golf, The Blue Mountains, Ontario

1989

Pointe West Golf Club, Amherstberg, Ontario

1989

Beacon Hall Golf Club, Aurora, Ontario
(co-design with Bob Cupp)

1988

*The Toronto Hunt Club, Toronto, Ontario

1987-2016

*Bold printing signifies major renovations and/or continuing improvements.

Granite Club - Ontario

Remarkably Inspired Courses

Remarkably Inspired Courses

MODERN CLASSICS

premier golf courses across Canada and around the
world. His work, while heavily centered in Canada,
has grown to include golf courses in Europe and the
Caribbean. In the past 30 years, McBroom has created
a stunning collection of modern classics distinguished
by their detail and craftsmanship, strategic intrigue
and great beauty.
understanding and fascination with the history and
tradition of the game in combination with his own
McBroom course is a design that is beautiful, fun to
play and uniquely its own.
Every Tom McBroom design captures the unique
character of the landscape so that each course
possesses its own distinct personality, charm
and playing experience. Whether he’s crafting a
new course or restoring a weary masterpiece, Tom
McBroom’s passion to create courses that stir the
golfer’s soul is demonstrated proudly in every design
that bears his signature.

Remarkably Inspired Courses

AN ARCHITECT
AT T H E T O P O F
HIS GAME
With more than  timeless classics
in his portfolio, McBroom has risen
to the top of Canada’s architectural
ranks and onto the international
stage. He has designed many of this
country’s most memorable and
strategically challenging golf courses.
While Tom’s work has dominated
the Canadian landscape with such
signature designs as The Raven at
Lora Bay, Rocky Crest, National
Pines, The Ridge at Manitou and
Wildfire Golf Club, McBroom has also
developed projects in Europe, the
Carribean and China, specifically
Kytäjä Golf in Helsinki, Royal St.
Kitts in the Caribbean and the 
Club in Tianjin, China.

Remarkably Inspired Courses

THE RIDGE AT MANITOU - ONTARIO

Remarkably Inspired Courses
AWA R D W I N N I N G
D E S I G N C R A F T S M A N S H I P,
S T R AT E G I C I N T R I G U E & G R E AT
B E A U T Y.
Le Club de Golf Memphrémagog,
Magog, QC, was named by Golf Digest
to “The World’s Top  Courses”
- Edition. In , The Links at
Brunello in Halifax, NS, was selected as
the third Best New Couse in North
America, by Golf Digest.
Over the course of his career, six other
designs have been named by Golf Digest
as Best New Canadian Course; The
Links at Crowbush Cove in , The
Lake Joseph Club near Port Carling, ON
in , Bell Bay GC on Cape Breton
Island, NS in  and Timberwolf GC
in Sudbury, ON in , The Ridge at
Manitou in , and Tobiano in .
Fourteen of McBroom’s courses were
ranked among the Top- courses in
Canada by ScoreGolf magazine in 
with Beacon Hall in the Top-.

Remarkably Inspired Courses

TOBIANO - BRITISH COLUMBIA

In Finland, the two Kytäjä courses,
just outside of Helsinki, were voted
No. and  by Golf Digest in Finland.

P G A T O U R P L AY E R A F F I L I AT I O N S
G R E AT M I N D S T H I N K A L I K E

McBroom has working relationships with several PGA Tour Players

Annika Sorenstam

including
. A unique and special
collaboration, Annika and Tom bring key branding elements, such as
family, environment, women, and playability to the forefront.

THE RAVEN AT LORA BAY - ONTARIO

THE RIDGE AT MANITOU - ONTARIO

BEACON HALL - ONTARIO

Remarkably Inspired Courses
A COLLECTION OF
MODERN CLASSICS
OVER 60 COURSES AROUND
THE WORLD

’s
The Links at Brunello - 
The 27 Club - 
Southwood - 
Country Hills - 
Memphremagog Golf Club - 
Tower Ranch Golf Club - 
Tobiano - 


Oviinbyrd - 


Ambassador - 
Royal St. Kitts - 
Kytäjä, North West Course - 
Whitewater - 
FireRock - 
Glencairn - 
Kytäjä, South East Course - 
Wildfire - 
Domaine Laforest - 
Ussher’s Creek - 
Rocky Crest - 
King’s Riding - 
Granite Club - 
Remarkably Inspired Courses

ROYAL ST. KITTS - BRITISH WEST INDIES



Remarkably Inspired Courses
COURSE DESIGNS
FROM 1980+
C O N S I S T E N T LY E X C E L L E N T

’s / ’s
Rattlesnake Point, Copperhead - 
Rattlesnake Point, Sidewinder - 
Donalda Club - 
Timberwolf - 
Fraserview Bell Bay Lake Joseph Club - 
Le Géant - 
Morgan Creek - 
- 

Langara - 
Heron Point - 
National Pines - 
Ottawa Hunt - 
Camelot - 
Kanata - 
Deer Ridge - 
Port Carling - 
Deerhurst Highlands - 
Hockley Valley - 
Monterra - 
Pointe West - 
Beacon Hall - 

LE CLUB DE GOLF MEMPHRÉMAGOG
Remarkably Inspired Courses

NAMED TO GOLF DIGEST'S "THE WORLD'S TOP 100 COURSES"

C U R R E N T R E N O V AT I O N S A N D R E S T O R AT I O N S
Bell Bay - Nova Scotia

Port Carling - Muskoka

Camelot - Ottawa

The Oaks - London, Ontario

Country Hills Golf Club - Calgary

The Toronto Hunt - Toronto

Deer Ridge - Kitchener

A Willie Park design

Donalda Golf Club - Toronto

Whitevale - Stouffville

Emerald Hills - Toronto
Granite Club - Toronto
Green Gables - PEI
A Stanley Thompson design

Monterra - Collingwood
Morgan Creek - Vancouver

ROCKY CREST - ONTARIO

Mount Bruno - Montreal
A Willie Park design

Ottawa Hunt - Ottawa

THE TORONTO HUNT - TORONTO

THE 27 CLUB - CHINA

THE LINKS AT BRUNELLO - NOVA SCOTIA

THE RAVEN AT LORA BAY - ONTARIO

ARCHITECTURAL DISTINCTION
G O L F D I G E S T AWA R D S

The World’s Top 100 Courses 2016-2017 - Le Club de Golf Memphrémagog (78)
Best New Course in North America 2015 - The Links at Brunello (3)

Best New Course in Canada 2008 - Tobiano
Best New Course in Canada 2006 -

KYTÄJÄ - FINLAND

Best New Course in Canada 2000 - Timberwolf Golf Club
Best New Course in Canada 1998 - Bell Bay Golf Club
Best New Course in Canada 1997 -

Best New Course in Finland 2009 - Kytäjä, South East Course (1),
Kytäjä, North West Course (3)

TOWER RANCH - K
-

Best New Course in Canada 1994 -

THELINKSAT CROWBUSHCOVE- PEI
THE LINKS AT CROWBUSH COVE - PEI

TOWER RANCH - KELOWNA

Remarkably Inspired Courses

TOP 100 RANKED IN
C A N A DA MCBROOMS
S I G N AT U R E C O U R S E S A R E T O P
OF THE LIST IN 2014.

Beacon Hall - Toronto
Deer Ridge - Kitchener
Deerhurst Highlands - Muskoka
Heron Point - Hamilton
Le Géant - Mount Tremblant, QC
The Links At Crowbush Cove - PEI
National Pines - Barrie
Oviinbyrd - Muskoka
Rocky Crest - Muskoka
The Lake Joseph Club - Muskoka
The Ridge At Manitou - Muskoka
Tobiano - Kamloops
Tower Ranch - Kelowna
Wildfire - Peterborough

Remarkably Inspired Courses

THE RIDGE AT MANITOU - ONTARIO

Remarkably Inspired Courses

WILDFIRE - ONTARIO

40 St. Clair Ave. W., Suite 102 Toronto, Ontario M4V 1M2
telephone 416.967.9329 email thomas@thomasmcbroom.com

www.thomasmcbroom.com

~
Ontario

Local Planning Appeal Tribunal
Tribunal d'appel de l'amenagement local
ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF EXPERT'S DUTY

Case Number
PL 171084, PL 180158, PL 180580, MM180022, MM170004

1. My name is ..................... Thomas McBroom ...................................... (name)
I live at the ................. Town of Port Carling ..................... ........ (municipality)
in the ..................... Township of Muskoka Lakes ............... .. (county or region)
in the ......................... Province of Ontario .................................. .(province)
2. I have been engaged by or on behalf of ClubLink Corporation ULC and
ClubLink Holdings Limited (name of parlylparties) to provide evidence in relation
to the above-noted LPAT proceeding.
3. I acknowledge that it is my duty to provide evidence in relation to this proceeding
as follows:
a. to provide opinion evidence that is fair, objective and non-partisan;
b. to provide opinion evidence that is related only to matters that are within my
area of expertise; and
c. to provide such additional assistance as the LPAT may reasonably require,
to detennine a matter in issue.
d. not to seek or receive assistance or communication, except technical
support, while under cross examination, through any means including any
electronic means, from any third party, including but not limited to legal
counsel or client.
4. I acknowledge that the duty referred to above prevails over any obligation which I
may owe to any party by whom or on whose behalf I am engaged.

Date ... May 17, 2021 ........... .
Signature

