1.0 Existing Transportation Context

The Oakville Transportation Master Plan (TMP) is being developed within the context of the
existing transportation system, which includes roads and highways, transit services, active
transportation networks, railway services, and mobility support services. An understanding of
the existing service together with committed future services form the basis for identifying
system solutions to best accommodate the Town’s growth.

Metrolinx, Ministry of Transportation, 407 ETR, freight operators (including CN rail), Halton
Region and the Town are all transportation service providers within the Town.

1.1 Road and Highway System

The Ministry of Transportation Ontario (MTO) has jurisdiction over the provincial highway
network, which includes the QEW / Highway 403 corridor within Oakville. Highway 407 is
operated as a toll facility under the authority of 407 ETR. The provincial highway system

provides for long-distance commuter traffic and goods movement by truck.

A grid of major arterial roads within Oakuville is under the jurisdiction of Halton Region and the
Town. The regional and Town arterial network provides road capacity for inter-regional and
intra-regional commuter traffic and goods movement. Further, they provide land access to
large residential and commercial development sites and highway commercial sites. Town of
Oakville collector and local roads provide for neighbourhood circulation and property access
for a wide variety of medium and low-density land uses.

Figure 1 illustrates the provincial highways, regional roads (major arterials) and Town arterial,
collector and local roads within Oakville. Context for the road system managed by other
jurisdictions have been appropriately defined by a recent research study, the Oakville Urban
Mobility Transportation Study (UMTS).

‘Regional roads are owned by Halton Region, while the QEW is owned by the
Province of Ontario, meaning that a large portion of Oakville’s throughfares are
beyond the municipality’s direct control. While Oakville can apply pressure at
the regional or provincial levels, at the end of the day, decisions regarding
these roads are not the Town’s to make.”

Oakville Urban Mobility Transportation Study (UMTS)
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Figure 1: Existing Road Network
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1.2 Railway Infrastructure
The rail corridor within the Town consists of a two and three-track east-west corridor in
southern Oakville, situated approximately 400 m to 700 m south of the QEW. This corridor is

shared by GO Transit, VIA Rail and Canadian National (CN) Railway Company.

The Lakeshore West GO rail line operates along the rail corridor. Metrolinx is the majority
owner of the Lakeshore West rail line (to a point just west of Burlington GO station).

VIA Rail also uses this corridor to operate regular inter-city train service between Oakville and
other destinations in southern Ontario between Windsor / Niagara Falls and the USA and
Ottawa / Montreal. Select VIA trains stop at Oakville Station, which is also shared with GO
Transit’s Oakville Station. VIA Rail trains consist of diesel-propelled locomotives pulling

single-level passenger coaches.
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Canadian National (CN) Railway operates the Oakville Yard at 1220 South Service Road East
in addition to the two CN rail tracks which extend from Cornwall Road to the South Service
Road with spur lines to the Ford Motor Company site.

1.3 Transit System

The Town of Oakville is generally served by two public transit operators: Oakville Transit and
Metrolinx (GO Transit). Oakville Transit provides for travel within the municipal boundary and
into adjacent municipalities of Burlington and Mississauga. Metrolinx provides inter-regional
connectivity through their Lakeshore GO Rail service and supplemental GO Bus services.
Additional inter-municipal connectivity is provided through connections to Burlington Transit (to
the west of Oakville) and MiWay Mississauga Transit (to the east of Oakville).

1.3.1 Metrolinx (GO Transit)

Metrolinx GO Transit operates the Lakeshore West rail service through the Town of Oakville,
running parallel to Lakeshore Road in southern Oakville. Oakville is served by two GO
stations; the Oakville GO Station located southwest of Cross Avenue and Trafalgar Road, and
the Bronte GO Station located between Wyecroft Road and Speers Road, west of Third Line.
The corridor is one of the busiest on the entire GO Rail network, with the Oakville GO Station
serving the most passengers in the entire GO system after Union Station in downtown Toronto.
The service connects Oakville to the City of Niagara Falls, the City of St. Catharines, the City
of Hamilton, and the City of Burlington in the west, and to the City of Mississauga and City of
Toronto in the east.

Metrolinx supplements its Lakeshore West GO Rail service with its Route 18 (Lakeshore West)
Bus Service, which parallels the rail corridor on the Queen Elizabeth Way (QEW). In Oakuville,
this service diverts from the QEW at both Bronte Road and Trafalgar Road to serve the
respective GO Rail stations. The Route 18 service operates in the early morning and late
evening periods between the Hamilton GO Centre and Union Station and also operates
(generally) hourly west of the Aldershot GO Station to Brock University in off-peak periods.

GO Bus Route 40 connects the Hamilton GO Centre with York University via Highway 407. In
Oakuville, this service stops at the Trafalgar Road Park and Ride Lot, immediately south of
Highway 407, where it connects with Oakville Transit's Route 1. The service operates on
30-minute headways in the peak periods and midday, and hourly in the early morning and late
evening.
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In addition to GO Bus Route 18 and 40 mentioned previously, the Town is also served by the
following bus routes:

e Route 21 (Milton) — Provides weekday (with 30-minute headways) and weekend (with
1-hour headways) bus service between Oakville GO Station and the Milton GO Station,
operating primarily along Trafalgar Road, Highway 7 and Thompson Road South.

e Route 41 (Hamilton / Pickering) and 47 (Hamilton / Highway 407) — Provides weekday
limited stop express bus services between Oakville (Bronte Road at Highway 407 Park &
Ride and Trafalgar Road at Highway 407 Park & Ride) and the City of Pickering primarily
on Highway 407. Route 41 stops at the University of Toronto Scarborough and Centennial
College.

¢ Route 56 (Oshawa / Oakville) — Highway 407 bus service that provides weekday, express
(limited stop) bus service between Oakville GO station and the City of Oshawa primarily on
Highway 407. Route 56 stops at Sheridan College and the carpool lot at Trafalgar and
Highway 407.

The latest information on GO Transit can be found on the Metrolinx GO Transit website:
https://www.gotransit.com/en.

1.3.2 Oakville Transit

Oakville Transit provides conventional and specialized transit services to the Town’s 239,000
residents. Conventional transit services are provided within the urban boundaries of the Town
for a total service area of approximately 140 sq. km. These services connect with Burlington
Transit to the west and Miway (Mississauga Transit) to the east. Oakville Transit operates a
total of 21 regularly scheduled conventional transit routes and 8 school specials. This service
is operated on a fixed schedule and operates various routes throughout the entire week.
Routes generally operate on 30-minute headways in the peak periods, 30 to 60 minutes
headways in the mid-day, and 60-minute headways in the evening. Notably, services operating
on the higher-demand corridors, including Dundas Street and Lakeshore Road West, provide
15-minute headways.

The Trafalgar Road corridor — one of the busiest corridors in the Town — is served by five
routes, with a combined headway of under 10 minutes. Most routes originate from either the
Oakville or Bronte GO Stations, however, additional cross-town services are also provided.
Select routes also provide service to the adjacent municipalities of Burlington and Mississauga.

Oakville Transit also offers the following services for specific user groups:
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https://www.gotransit.com/en

“School Special” Oakville Transit provides 8 “school special” services to area high

Service schools in the Town, connecting neighbourhoods with local high
schools. School special services operate based on the current start
and finish times of the schools. Conventional transit vehicles are
used for the “school special” services.

Late Night Service Ride On-Demand Late Night Service is an on-demand hub to home,
drop-off only bus service provided from the Oakville GO station only.
Late Night Service departs from the Oakville GO station at
11:40 p.m., Monday to Friday (except holidays). Customers will be
able to book their trip home from the Oakville GO, using the Oakville
Transit On-Demand app.

Free Transit In May of 2023, Oakville Transit initiated a new program to allow
youth (13 to 19 years) and seniors (65 and over) to ride free, in
addition to children (12 and under), with a valid PRESTO Card.
Seniors, youth and children with a PRESTO card can tap when
boarding the bus travel for free all day, seven days a week on all
Oakville Transit services including: Conventional fixed routes,
care-A-van and Ride On-Demand.

To foster a more inclusive and connected community, the Town
introduced free care-A-van services as of May 1, 2025, for all
registered customers. Since children, youth and seniors already ride
for free with a PRESTO card, this new initiative introduced free
transit for registered adult care-A-van customers when using a
PRESTO card.

Cross-municipality connections are available with Mississauga’s MiWay in the east and
Burlington Transit in the west. Oakville’s Dundas (5) and Lakeshore (14/14A) routes provide
direct rides into Burlington, while the Speers-Cornwall (4), Upper Middle (6), Linbrook (11),
Winston Park (12), South Common (24) and East Industrial (12) routes provide transfer-less
rides into Mississauga. Oakville Transit also services six GO connection points: Appleby GO
Station, Bronte GO Station, Oakville GO Station, Clarkson GO Station, Walkers and 407
carpool lot and Trafalgar 407 carpool lot.

Oakville Transit accepts transfers from the following Greater Toronto Hamilton Area (GTHA)
transit systems if there is time remaining on the transfer: Brampton Transit, Burlington Transit,
Durham Region Transit, Hamilton Street Railway, Mississauga MiWay, and York Region
Transit and VIVA. Customers who pay the full Oakville Transit fare will receive a discount on
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their GO fare that is equal to their Oakville Transit fare, essentially making their local transit
portion of the trip free.

1.3.3 Para-Transit “care-A-van” Service

Oakville Transit provides a door-to-door transportation service called “care-A-van”, available to
all persons with disabilities who are unable to use conventional transit. Registered users may
book, cancel and confirm rides by phone, online or with the Oakville Transit On Demand
mobile app.

The service is available Monday through Friday between 6 a.m. and 12 midnight, Saturdays
from 7 a.m. to 12 midnight and Sundays / Statutory Holidays between 8 a.m. and 8 p.m. for
people travelling within the urban area of Oakville.

1.3.4 “Ride On-Demand” (ROD) Service

In 2023, Oakville Transit launched Ride On-Demand Service, which was identified as a
cost-effective way to deliver transit in areas of low transit demand without having to implement
conventional fixed route scheduled transit service. Ride On-Demand is designed to be more
flexible by providing a shared-ride service for customers who can request a trip on demand,
using a Ride On-Demand app, Interactive Voice Response (IVR), web booking, or by calling
the transit call-centre. The Ride On-Demand service allows customers to request a ride at any
time during operating hours, travel from any address to another within a designated zone, or to
transit hubs within the zone where they can transfer to other Oakville Transit services.

Oakville Transit currently operates the following Ride On-Demand services:

¢ Ride On-Demand North Oakville

¢ Ride On-Demand Southeast Oakuville

¢ Ride On-Demand Falgarwood

¢ Ride On-Demand Palermo West/Bronte
¢ Ride On-Demand Late Night Service.

The program has a number of benefits:

e |tis a low-cost means of providing service to new developing areas where the higher
capacity offered by a conventional transit bus is not justified.

e |t provides service directly to the residence of the passenger, resulting in increased comfort
and safety of the passenger.

e |t allows Oakville Transit to distribute its resources (both conventional transit and
specialized transit) to more-optimally respond to ridership needs.

It is anticipated that the on-demand service areas will expand as the program matures in
response to passenger demand resource availability.
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1.4 Active Transportation Network

Any form of self-propelled mode of transportation that uses human energy such as walking,
cycling, skating, jogging, rolling and skiing, is referred to as active transportation. The Town of
Oakville is responsible for the accommodation of active modes of travel on Town roads, Town
parks, Town trails and open spaces, and within the boulevard of Halton Region roads. The
Town has five types of existing facilities to accommodate the travel of pedestrians and cyclists,
which include:

e Concrete sidewalks (off-road, pedestrian-use only)

e Asphalt multi-use paths (off-road, in boulevard)

e Granular major trails (off-road, parks and open space)

e Cycle lanes (on-road, cycle-use only)

e All public roadways (with the exception of provincial highways)

The Town’s major off-road trail system includes the North-South Bronte, Sixteen Mile and
Joshuas Creek Trails, as well as the east-west Waterfront Trail and Crosstown Trail. The
Waterfront Trail along Lake Ontario is a major provincial facility that extends across Oakville. It
is facilitated primarily as a signed cycling route on Lakeshore Road with sections of parallel
off-road trails associated with Bronte Harbour, Coronation Park, Oakville Harbour and
occasionally within Lakeshore Road boulevards. The existing active transportation network is
shown in Figure 2.
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Figure 2: Active Transportation Network
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1.4.1 Pedestrian Network

Oakville’s walking network is generally well built out, with sidewalks on both sides of many
residential streets and regional roads. South of the Queen Elizabeth Way (QEW), the network
is more disconnected. Large portions of neighbourhoods lack sidewalks on either side of the
road, owing to their older age, narrower road widths and older rural drainage cross-sections.

Oakville benefits from an extensive trail network. Residents have easy access to nature and
can travel quite far in the forested areas with minimal street crossings. This serves as a means

of connecting the various communities across the ravine system.

Oakville’s land use of single-family homes and single-use zoning means that activity areas and
destinations are spread out. While the infrastructure is largely in place for people to walk,
destinations such as school, work or shops are often perceived as being too far for many
people to walk to. There are barriers that divide the Town into four quadrants: the QEW
highway acts as a barrier between the north and south sides, with limited crossings 1-2 km
apart (15-30 minutes’ walk), while the Sixteen Mile Creek acts as a barrier between the east
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and west. This makes walking between the four quadrants of the Town impractical unless one
lives close to a regional road that provides a crossing opportunity.

1.4.2 Cycling Network

Oakville has a network of cycling infrastructure in place, with plans to upgrade and expand it in
the years to come. Physical cycling infrastructure is located primarily along the major arterials
or collector roads rather than local streets. Cyclists can also use the trail system, which
contributes to the overall connectivity of the cycling network. A large portion of the cycling
network along Town roads is made up of signed routes or sharrows rather than physical
infrastructure that separates cyclists from vehicular traffic such as cycle tracks or multi-use
paths.

Similar to walking, the viability of cycling as a viable mode of travel is a function of the Town’s
urban form. Land uses (including crossings of the QEW, Sixteen Mile Creek and Bronte Creek)
are spread out and major barrier crossings limit network connectivity, both of which make
cycling less practical than driving for longer trips. Cycling does remain, however faster and
more viable than walking for medium length trips.

1.5 Transportation Delivery Process

The need for transportation infrastructure, including new or improved roads, cycling
infrastructure, sidewalks, bridges, pedestrian infrastructure, traffic calming, grade separations,
etc. can be driven by:

e direct new development (a new subdivision in a greenfield location needs new roads)

e growth in the adjacent area (multiple new subdivisions lead to the need for new or wider
roads connecting to existing areas)

e growth in the broader area (leading to more trips overall in Town)

e need for improved infrastructure or new levels of service

e need to fill in gaps or make connections in the network

e opportunity to enhance the infrastructure through another construction project

New street infrastructure (including sidewalks, bike lanes) within a new subdivision is built and
funded by the developer, in accordance with the Town’s standards. After the development
work is complete, the infrastructure is inspected to ensure that it is in acceptable condition and
then it is assumed by the Town or Halton Region (as appropriate) and becomes municipal
infrastructure.

Street infrastructure required to support population and employment growth in Oakville, but
outside the limits of a new subdivision, is generally built by the Town or Halton Region with
funds from the contributing developments using Development Charges. The percentage of a
project that is funded by Development Charges is based on how much of the need for the

Transportation Master Plan | Town of Oakville 9
Appendix C — Transportation System



project can be attributed to growth, and how much benefits existing residents. The percentage
deemed to be attributed to growth is funded by development charges. Examples of projects in
this category include the addition of new travel lanes to a street, or new traffic signals. Up to
90% of a project could be funded by Development Charges if the main reason for the
infrastructure is to support population and employment growth in the Town.

Projects to improve existing infrastructure, such as installing wider sidewalks, reconstructing a
road or replacing traffic signals, are funded primarily from property taxes. Filling in a sidewalk
gap or adding bike lanes or multi-use paths would also fit in this category. Depending on their
location, there could also be a Development Charges share.

With the exception of the developer-led projects for new subdivisions, the projects above are
delivered by the Town of Oakville when they are on Town roads or by Halton Region on
Regional Roads. The Town and Region also work together to find opportunities to combine
projects or enhance infrastructure through other planned construction works. For example, if
there is a planned replacement of a sanitary sewer (by Halton Region) that causes the road to
be dug up, the Town will review its plans to see if there is other infrastructure that also needs
to be replaced or added to the same street. A sanitary sewer project could be expanded to
include adding bike lanes to the newly restored street. This reduces the number of times that
the same street will be under construction and results in less overall expense than if it was
completed as two separate projects.

The Provincial and Federal governments can also be funding partners for street and active
transportation infrastructure through grants and other funding agreements. For example, in
2023, the Federal Government contributed more than $1M towards the upgrades of the
Crosstown Trail, through Canada’s Active Transportation Fund (ATF).

The Province of Ontario, through the Ministry of Transportation, the Ministry of Infrastructure or
through agencies such as Metrolinx or Infrastructure Ontario, is responsible for major
infrastructure projects on the highway and rail corridors, such as improvements to the QEW or
Highway 403 or new tracks or improvements to the Lakeshore West rail corridor or GO
stations. Projects that benefit both the municipality and the broader provincial networks can be
jointly funded. The Burloak Drive Grade Separation is an example of a project that is funded
jointly by Metrolinx, the Town of Oakville and the City of Burlington.
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