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Drawing 1A: Notes On Sample Descriptions 

1. All sample descriptions included in this report generally follow the Unified Soil Classification.  Laboratory 
grain size analyses provided by DS also follow the same system.  Different classification systems may be 
used by others, such as the system by the International Society for Soil Mechanics and Foundation 
Engineering (ISSMFE). Please note that, with the exception of those samples where a grain size analysis 
and/or Atterberg Limits testing have been made, all samples are classified visually.  Visual classification is 
not sufficiently accurate to provide exact grain sizing or precise differentiation between size classification 
systems. 

ISSMFE SOIL CLASSIFICATION 
CLAY  SILT   SAND   GRAVEL  COBBLES BOULDERS 
 FINE MEDIUM COARSE FINE MEDIUM COARSE FINE MEDIUM COARSE   

 0.002 0.006 0.02 0.06 0.2 0.6 2.0 6.0 20 60 200 
            

EQUIVALENT GRAIN DIAMETER IN MILLIMETRES 

 
CLAY (PLASTIC) TO FINE MEDIUM CRS. FINE COARSE  
SILT (NONPLASTIC)  SAND  GRAVEL  

UNIFIED SOIL CLASSIFICATION 

2. Fill:  Where fill is designated on the borehole log it is defined as indicated by the sample recovered during 
the boring process.  The reader is cautioned that fills are heterogeneous in nature and variable in density or 
degree of compaction.  The borehole description may therefore not be applicable as a general description 
of site fill materials.  All fills should be expected to contain obstruction such as wood, large concrete pieces 
or subsurface basements, floors, tanks, etc., none of these may have been encountered in the boreholes.  
Since boreholes cannot accurately define the contents of the fill, test pits are recommended to provide 
supplementary information.  Despite the use of test pits, the heterogeneous nature of fill will leave some 
ambiguity as to the exact composition of the fill.  Most fills contain pockets, seams, or layers of organically 
contaminated soil.  This organic material can result in the generation of methane gas and/or significant 
ongoing and future settlements.  Fill at this site may have been monitored for the presence of methane gas 
and, if so, the results are given on the borehole logs.  The monitoring process does not indicate the volume 
of gas that can be potentially generated nor does it pinpoint the source of the gas.  These readings are to 
advise of the presence of gas only, and a detailed study is recommended for sites where any explosive 
gas/methane is detected.  Some fill material may be contaminated by toxic/hazardous waste that renders it 
unacceptable for deposition in any but designated land fill sites; unless specifically stated the fill on this site 
has not been tested for contaminants that may be considered toxic or hazardous.  This testing and a 
potential hazard study can be undertaken if requested.  In most residential/commercial areas undergoing 
reconstruction, buried oil tanks are common and are generally not detected in a conventional preliminary 
geotechnical site investigation. 

3. Till:  The term till on the borehole logs indicates that the material originates from a geological process 
associated with glaciation.  Because of this geological process the till must be considered heterogeneous in 
composition and as such may contain pockets and/or seams of material such as sand, gravel, silt or clay.  
Till often contains cobbles (60 to 200 mm) or boulders (over 200 mm).  Contractors may therefore 
encounter cobbles and boulders during excavation, even if they are not indicated by the borings.  It should 
be appreciated that normal sampling equipment cannot differentiate the size or type of any obstruction.  
Because of the horizontal and vertical variability of till, the sample description may be applicable to a very 
limited zone; caution is therefore essential when dealing with sensitive excavations or dewatering 
programs in till materials. 
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DRAINAGE AND BACKFILL RECOMMENDATIONS
Basement with Underfloor Drainage

(not to scale)

Project: 22-012-101                                                                                             Drawing No. 14

Notes
  1. Drainage tile to consist of 100 mm (4") diameter weeping tile or equivalent perforated
      pipe leading to a positive sump or outlet.
  2. 20 mm (3/4") clear stone - 150 mm (6") top and side of drain. If drain is not on footing,
      place100 mm (4 inches) of  stone below drain .
  3. Wrap the clear stone with an approved filter membrane (Terrafix 270R or equivalent).
  4. Free Draining backfill - OPSS Granular B or equivalent compacted to the specified
      density. Do not use heavy compaction equipment within 450 mm (18") of the wall.  Use
      hand controlled light compaction equipment within 1.8 m (6') of wall. The minimum
      width of the Granular 'B' backfill must be 1.0 m.
  5. Impermeable backfill seal - compacted clay, clayey silt or equivalent. If original soil is
      free-draining, seal may be omitted.  Maximum thickness of seal to be 0.5 m.
  6. Do not backfill until wall is supported by basement and floor slabs or adequate bracing.
  7. Moisture barrier to be at least 200 mm (8") of compacted clear 20 mm (3/4") stone or
      equivalent free draining material.  A vapour barrier may be required for specialty floors.
  8. Basement wall to be damp proofed /water proofed.
  9. Exterior grade to slope away from building.
10. Slab on grade should not be structurally connected to the wall or footing.
11. Underfloor drain invert to be at least 300 mm (12") below underside of floor slab.
12. Drainage tile placed in parallel rows 6 to 8 m (20 to 25') centers one way. Place drain
      on 100 mm (4") clear stone with 150 mm (6") of clear stone on top and sides. Enclose
      stone with filter fabric as noted in (3).
13. The entire subgrade to be sealed with approved filter fabric (Terrafix 270R or equivalent)
       if non-cohesive (sandy) soils below ground water table encountered.
14. Do not connect the underfloor drains to perimeter drains.
15. Review the geotechnical report for specific details.

Exterior Grade (9)

Impermeable Seal (5)

On-Site Material
if Approved (4) Free Draining Backfill (4)

Basement Wall (8)

20 mm Clear Stone (2)

Floor Slab (6)

Slab on Grade(10)

Moisture Barrier (7)

20 mm Clear Stone (2)

Drainage Tile (1, 11)

EXTERIOR FOOTING

Drainage Tile (1)

Approved Filter Membrane (3)

1.0 m (min.)

Approved Filter Membrane (3)
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Guidelines for Underpinning in Soil and Excavation Support 

 
Existing foundations located within Zone A normally require underpinning, especially for heavy 
structures.  For some foundations in Zone A, it may be possible to eliminate underpinning and 
control foundation movement by tightly braced excavation walls, such as caisson walls. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                           
                                            2 
 
                                                 1                                                     TIGHTLY BRACED/TIED 
                              1                                                                        EXCAVATION WALL 
                                                                      A 
                                      1               B 
 
                                                                                                          BASE OF EXCAVATION 
                                              C 
 
 
                                                                                                                 0.6 m 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Zone A   Foundations located within this zone normally require 
              underpinning.  Horizontal and vertical pressures on the  
              excavation wall of non underpinned foundations must  
              be considered 
 
Zone B   Foundations located within this zone normally do not  
               require underpinning.  Horizontal and vertical pressures  
               on the excavation wall of non underpinned foundations  
               must be considered 
 
Zone C   Underpinning to structures is normally founded in this  
               zone.  Lateral pressure from underpinning is not normally 
               considered 
 
 

 
 

  (Reference: Figure 26.27 from Canadian Foundation Engineering Manual, 4th Edition) 
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