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INTRODUCTION 

This guide is intended to supplement the information presented in the Property 

Inventory (Appendix A). The dominant architectural styles found within the District are 

briefly defined and presented in chronological order of their influence on residential 

design in the District. The date ranges provided for each style are variable, and often 

later alterations to structures impacted their appearance and architectural style. For 

more detailed discussions of each style, there are a number of informative guidebooks 

that can be referred to, including those listed in in Section 2.9.2 (Secondary Sources) of 

this Report. 

Georgian / Georgian Revival 

(1780s – 1860s / 1890s – 1950s) 

Georgian architecture is defined by simple designs with symmetrical elevations, and can be seen in some 

of the oldest extant buildings in the District. Georgian Revival architectural style emulates Georgian 

architecture, and is a popular residential style historically and today. This style takes a minimal approach 

to its incorporation of Classical architectural details. Paired windows appear only in Georgian Revival 

designs, whereas Georgian structures have single windows. Adaptations of the Georgian Revival style 

can be found in the design of many New Traditional or 20th century Vernacular buildings in the District. 

Common features: 

‐ Symmetrical façades, regular fenestration patterns 

‐ Decorative focus on centrally‐placed entrances 

‐ Sidelights and/or fan lights around entrances 

‐ Columned entrance porches or porticos on 

‐ Multi‐pane, sash windows with wood shutters 

‐ Dormers 

‐ Dentilled cornices 

‐ Panelled doors 

‐ Side gable or hip roofs 

Italianate 

(1840 – 1885) 

The Italianate architectural style seen in the District takes inspiration from Italian villas, and became 

popular in Canada in the mid‐19th century partially due to its inclusion in widely‐circulated architectural 

pattern books of the day. Elements of this style can be found in the design of the District’s original 

estate homes, most notably, the Romain House at 40 – 42 First Street. 

Common features: 

‐ Low pitch hip roofs 

‐ Wide overhanging eaves supported by large decorative brackets 
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‐ Tall segmental‐arched windows with hood mouldings 

‐ Corner quoins 

‐ Prominent entrances 

‐ Wooden arcaded porches 

‐ Balustraded balconies 

Edwardian Four‐Square 

(1900 – 1930) 

The Edwardian residential architectural style found in the District was prominent in the early 20th 

century, pre‐WW1. This style features understated or ‘stripped‐down’ Classical features and balanced 

designs. Elements of this style can be found in early 20th century 2 ‐ 2 ½ storey houses on Second Street. 

Common features: 

‐ Pediments 

‐ Columned entrance porches or porticos 

‐ Simple rooflines with prominent soffits 

‐ Bay windows 

‐ Dormers 

‐ Brick cladding 

‐ Off‐centre entrances 

Shingle 

(1880 – 1915) 

The Shingle architectural style seen in the District takes inspiration from summer cottages in New 

England, which themselves were designed as adaptations of shingled colonial farmhouses. Elements of 

this style can be found in the design of some of the District’s early 20th century buildings, and 

adaptations of this style have been incorporated into the more modern designs of several post‐war and 

contemporary residences as well. 

Common features: 

‐ Wall cladding is shingles on upper storeys, or all storeys 

‐ Asymmetrical façades 

‐ Irregular steeply‐pitched roofs, frequently gabled or cross‐gabled 

‐ Roof eaves close to the wall 

‐ Roofing is wooden shingles or composition shingles 

‐ Multi‐paned windows 
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Arts and Crafts 

(1905 – 1930s) 

This unpretentious early 20th century style movement marks a departure from architectural tradition, 

and takes inspiration from a variety of influences such as rural English cottages. Elements of this style 

can be found in the design of early 20th century cottages and residences on Second Street. 

Common features: 

‐ Low to the ground 

‐ Asymmetrical facades 

‐ Steeply‐pitched roofs 

‐ Stucco cladding 

‐ Natural materials, such as brick, wood and cobble stone 

‐ Multi‐paned windows 

‐ Roofs with expressed knee brackets and rafter ends 

‐ Porches with larger stone or brick piers and wooden columns 

‐ Dormers with decorative brackets 

Tudor Revival 

(1890 – 1940) 

The Tudor Revival architectural style has its roots in early English rural vernacular architecture, and 

became a popular residential revival style in Ontario in the early 20th century. Oftentimes the decorative 

features that characterise this style are added to earlier buildings during alterations. Elements of this 

style can be seen in prominent homes with large building footprints and asymmetrical massing on First 

and Second Street. 

Common features: 

‐ Steeply‐pitched gable roofs 

‐ Asymmetrical massing 

‐ Decorative half‐timbering 

‐ Groupings of tall, narrow windows 

‐ Multi‐paned windows, sometimes with leaded glass 

‐ Mixes of stone, stucco and wood cladding 

‐ Decorative chimney elements 

‐ Arched entrances, often under a separate gable 

Minimal Traditional 

(1925 – 1950) 

This mid‐20th century architectural style emerged in response to the Great Depression as well as the 

need for small houses that could be quickly built during and immediately after WWII. Although this style 

is often found in large post‐war subdivision developments, several individual examples of this style can 

be found in the District, particularly on the west side of First Street. 
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Common features: 

‐ Side‐gabled roofs 

‐ Modest building footprints/massing 

‐ Roof eaves with minimal overhang 

‐ Brick or clapboard cladding 

‐ Double‐hung windows 

‐ Minimal architectural ornamentation 

Ranch Style 

(1935 – 1980) 

Ranch style houses typically have a broad, low, one‐storey shape, and can be found in post‐war 

suburban developments. Within the District, elements of Ranch style architecture can be seen combined 

with other stylistic influences, such as Georgian Revival or Tudor Revival, in individual houses. 

Common features: 

‐ Low to the ground, often 1 storey 

‐ Asymmetrical facades 

‐ Low‐pitched roofs with deep overhangs 

‐ Off‐centre and recessed entrances 

‐ Garage incorporated or attached to main façades 

‐ Large picture windows 

20th Century Vernacular 

(1950 onwards) 

Many buildings in the District that were built in the post‐war era can be considered to have a 20th 

century Vernacular style. This style draws from multiple simplified traditional architectural styles, at the 

same time as incorporating more modern elements such as integral garages and bungalow‐ or ranch‐like 

massing. 

New Traditional 

(1970s onwards) 

This contemporary architectural style reflects a renewed interest in historical styles from the 1970s 

onwards, and incorporates more historically‐accurate proportions, forms and details than the 20th 

century Vernacular style. Many of the buildings that have been constructed since the District’s 

designation as an HCD in 1989 fall into this category, with architectural elements and materials that 

complement the existing heritage fabric of the District. Oftentimes, the design of these buildings leans 

heavily towards a particular historic style, such as Georgian Revival, Queen Anne Revival, ‘French 

Eclectic’ or Shingle style. 
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