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Letter from Oakville Heritage Planner (2022) 



July 7, 2022 

Syed Rizvi 
Transportation Engineer 
Engineering & Construction 
Town of Oakville 

RE: McCraney Bridge Reconstruction 

Dear Mr. Rizvi, 

I can confirm that the property municipally known as the McCraney Bridge, located on 
Lakeshore Road West near Fourth Line, has no heritage status under the Ontario 
Heritage Act.  It is not listed on the Oakville Register of Properties of Cultural Heritage 
Value or Interest (known as the Heritage Register) as a property of potential cultural 
value and/or interest and it is not designated under any part of the Ontario Heritage 
Act. 

Please let me know if you have any further questions. 

Sincerely, 

Susan Schappert 
Heritage Planner 
Planning Services 
Town of Oakville 
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Addenda Cover Sheet 

This section itemizes changes to the Cultural Heritage Report (CHR) made following 
publication and public review. The changes incorporate responses to stakeholder, 
agency, and internal review comments received on the report.  

Corporate Branding (All report sections) 

In October 2017, Wood Group combined with Amec Foster Wheeler to form a new global 
leader in the delivery of project, engineering and technical services to the municipal, 
energy and industrial markets. Amec Foster Wheeler became a wholly owned subsidiary 
of John Wood Group PLC headquartered in Scotland, United Kingdom. The corporate 
branding for the CHR has been updated throughout the document to reflect this change. 

Report Formatting (All report sections) 

The font size has been updated to be 12 pt throughout to the CHR document to comply 
with AODA requirements.  

Municipal Comments 

The Town of Oakville Heritage Planning Services Department provided information 
regarding the updated heritage status of properties within the Study Area (email 
communication from Carolyn Van Sligtenhorst, Heritage Planner, Town of Oakville on 
October 23, 2020). The information provided by the Town of Oakville indicated that: 

• HP 1: The Bronte Bluffs and Bronte Harbour are subject to a ‘Notice of Intention to
Designate’ under Part IV of the Ontario Heritage Act as a Cultural Heritage
Landscape (CHL). The CHL includes the following addresses:

o 2484 Lakeshore Road West
o 2508 Lakeshore Road West
o 2514 Lakeshore Road West
o 3014 Lakeshore Road West
o 7 West River Street
o 35 West River Street
o 75 West River Street

• HP 12: The address has changed from 491 Lakeshore Road West to 498
Lakeshore Road West. This property is now designated under Part IV of the
Ontario Heritage Act through By-law 2019-092.
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• HP 16: St. Jude’s Cemetery (258 Lakeshore Road West) is subject to a ‘Notice of
Intention to Designate’ under Part IV of the Ontario Heritage Act as a Cultural
Heritage Landscape (CHL)

Appendix D: Technical Memo – 2020 CHR Update 

To address the comments received by the Town of Oakville in October 2020, a technical 
memo has been prepared and inserted into the original CHR as ‘Appendix D’. The 
technical memo provides the following information: 

• Updated heritage status for the 17 heritage properties within, and adjacent to the
Study Area

• Updated inventory of built heritage resources and cultural heritage landscapes
• Updated mapping showing the locations of built heritage resources and cultural

heritage landscapes in relation to the Study Area
• Updated impact assessment based on Preferred Design
• Updated recommendations
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Executive summary 
Introduction 

Wood Environment & Infrastructure (Wood) (formerly Amec Foster Wheeler 
Environment and Infrastructure, “Amec Foster Wheeler”) was retained by the Town of 
Oakville (the “CLIENT”) to conduct a Cultural Heritage Evaluation Report in support of 
anticipated road improvements to a section of Lakeshore Road West, from Mississaga 
Street to Dorval Drive, in Oakville Ontario. Historically, the study area is located on Part 
of Lots 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 27, 29, 30, and 31, Concession Broken 
Front Trafalgar and Part of Lots 17, 18, 19 and 20, Concession III South, in the Former 
Township of Trafalgar, Halton County, now in the Town of Oakville, Halton Region, 
Ontario. The total study area is approximately 14 ha, and consists of lands fronting onto 
residential, commercial, industrial and public properties. 

This Cultural Heritage Evaluation Report (CHER) was triggered by a Class Environmental 
Assessment (EA) for anticipated road improvements. The CHER was conducted prior to 
any project related land alterations. 

The background research was conducted by Ms. Devon Brusey, Amec Foster Wheeler 
Intermediate Heritage Analyst and Ms. Linda Axford, Amec Foster Wheeler Senior 
Heritage Specialist. The heritage property inspection was conducted on 18 April 2017 by 
Ms. Axford. The weather was partially cloudy and cool, and did not impede the 
inspection in any way. 

Lakeshore Road West is becoming a higher-traffic urban roadway due to increased 
commercial and housing development. Consequently, some of the impacts associated 
with this project relate to an increasing intensity of existing conditions. 

Table 2 is a list of potential project effects with respect to the recorded built heritage 
resource and cultural heritage landscapes, and the anticipated magnitude of these 
effects on the resources. The magnitude is evaluated with respect to the relative setback 
of a property from Lakeshore Road West, the cultural heritage value or interest of the 
resource, and existing conditions. 

Traffic noise is an existing condition throughout the study area. The heritage context of 
all properties and landscapes has also been somewhat altered throughout years of land 
use. Visual alterations of cultural heritage landscapes have been caused by both 
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subtractive and additive modifications through neglect and reuse. All seventeen heritage 
resources within the study area are evocative vestiges of historical land uses over time. 

A range of effects are anticipated within the study area, mostly as a result of impacts on 
vegetation, fences, stone walls, gates and viewscapes. The impacts are characterized 
from low to high, based primarily on the distance of resources and vegetation from the 
right-of-way or impact zone. But property encroachment along the roadway should be 
sensitive to the rural character of the above- mentioned heritage resources. Post-
construction landscaping along the corridor should employ heritage plants and heritage 
themes to help conserve and enhance the cultural heritage character near the heritage 
resources. 

While the designated heritage church at 2489 Lakeshore Road West is far enough from 
the roadway that it will not be directly affected by road construction, the retaining wall 
and/or steps near the front of the property could potentially be disturbed. Also, the 
wrought iron fence, stone wall and stone gateway at the front of Appleby College (540 
Lakeshore Road West) and the stone wall and stone gateway in front of the listed house 
at 372 Lakeshore Road West are all considered to be close to the roadway and could be 
affected by road construction. 

It is recommended that the following mitigation measures be taken: 

1. All wrought iron fencing, stone walls, stone stairs and stone gateways at 2489,
540 and 372 Lakeshore Road West that are disturbed by the road construction
will need to be re- built to existing appearances and substance.

2. Construction fencing and tree hoarding should be installed around and in front
of those heritage resources which are closer to the roadway, at a sufficient
distance to ensure that there will be no direct construction impacts as a result of
the movement of construction equipment or machinery;

3. Standard road construction techniques should be used where possible, excluding
all avoidable construction techniques (such as deep foundation work or piling)
that could cause structural damage to heritage resources;

4. All trees that cannot be saved should be replaced with large caliper nursery stock
that are appropriate for roadside use (i.e. salt resistant). Replacement trees should
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replicate as closely as possible the heritage appearance, assortment and 
placement of the current trees; and, 

5. Wherever possible, the roadway should be engineered to ensure that the
heritage character of the buildings and landscapes listed in Table 2 are not
unduly impacted or obscured.
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Introduction 
 Development Context 

Wood Environment & Infrastructure (Wood) (formerly Amec Foster Wheeler 
Environment and Infrastructure, “Amec Foster Wheeler”) was retained by the Town of 
Oakville (the “CLIENT”) to conduct a Cultural Heritage Evaluation Report in support of 
anticipated road improvements to a section of Lakeshore Road West, from Mississaga 
Street to Dorval Drive, in Oakville Ontario. Historically, the study area is located on Part 
of Lots 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 27, 29, 30, and 31, Concession Broken 
Front Trafalgar and Part of Lots 17, 18, 19 and 20, Concession III South, in the Former 
Township of Trafalgar, Halton County, now in the Town of Oakville, Halton Region, 
Ontario. The total study area is approximately 14 ha, and consists of lands fronting onto 
residential, commercial, industrial and public properties. 

This Cultural Heritage Evaluation Report (CHER) was triggered by a Class Environmental 
Assessment (EA) for anticipated road improvements. The CHER was conducted prior to 
any project related land alterations. 

The background research was conducted by Ms. Devon Brusey, Amec Foster Wheeler 
Intermediate Heritage Analyst, and Ms. Linda Axford, Amec Foster Wheeler Senior 
Heritage Specialist. The heritage property inspection was conducted on 18 April 2017 by 
Ms. Axford. The weather was partially cloudy and cool, and did not impede the 
inspection in any way. 

A review of available primary and secondary source material was undertaken to produce 
a contextual overview of the study corridor, including a general description of Euro-
Canadian settlement and land use. The study area is legally described as part of Lots 17, 
18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 27, 29, 30, and 31, Concession Broken Front 
Trafalgar and Part of Lots 17, 18, 19 and 20, Concession III South, in the Former 
Township of Trafalgar, Halton County, now in the Town of Oakville, Halton Region, 
Ontario. (Appendix A: Figure 1-3). 

This report presents the results of the Cultural Heritage Evaluation and makes pertinent 
recommendations. 
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 Physical Setting 
The study area is situated within the Iroquois Plain physiographic region of southern 
Ontario, which is a lowland sand plain bordering Lake Ontario. This region is 
characteristically flat and formed by lacustrine deposits laid down by the inundation of 
Lake Iroquois, a body of water that existed during the late Pleistocene. This region 
extends from the Trent River, around the western part of Lake Ontario, to the Niagara 
River, spanning a distance of approximately 300 km (Chapman and Putnam 1984:190). 
The old shorelines of Lake Iroquois include cliffs, bars, beaches and boulder pavements. 

Glacial Lake Iroquois came into existence approximately 12,000 before present (BP) as 
the Ontario lobe of the Wisconsin glacier retreated from the Lake Ontario basin. 
Isostatic uplift and the blockage of subsequent lower outlets by glacial ice produced a 
water plain substantially higher than modern Lake Ontario. Beginning around 12,000 BP, 
water levels started to drop during the next few centuries in response to sill elevations 
at the changing outlet. By approximately 11,500 BP, when the St. Lawrence River outlet 
became established, the initial phase of Lake Ontario began and this low water phase 
appears to have lasted until at least 10,500 BP. During this period the waters stood as 
much as 100 m below current levels. At this time, isostatic uplift had started to raise the 
outlet around Kingston so that by 10,000 BP the water level had risen to approximately 
80m below present. Uplift has continued to tilt Lake Ontario upward to the northeast, 
propagating a gradual and transgressive expansion throughout the basin (Anderson and 
Lewis 1985; Karrow 1967:49; Karrow and Warner 1990 in ASI 2014:8). 

The old sandbars in this region are good aquifers that supply water to farms and 
villages. The gravel bars are quarried for road and building materials, while the clays of 
the old lake bed have been used for the manufacture of bricks (Chapman and Putnam 
1984:196). This narrow strip is the most densely inhabited area due to its proximity to 
Lake Ontario and its climatic influences, as well its favourable soil conditions. 

There are four creek crossings within the study area, including a major crossing over 
Bronte Creek. In addition, the shoreline of present day Lake Ontario is within 300 m of 
portions of the study area. 
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 Historical Context 
 Halton County 

The Provincial Act of 1792 created four districts in Ontario called Eastern, Midland, 
Home and Western. Halton formed a part of the Home District. The district was first 
settled in 1783 and contained 6684 inhabitants in 1817 (Walker and Miles, 1877). In 
1817 there were four places of worship, eighteen grist mills, forty-one saw mills, and 
three medical practitioners. The Counties of Halton and Wentworth were separated in 
1853 with the Townships of Esquesing, Trafalgar, Nelson and Nassagaweya forming 
Halton County. The municipalities of the Towns of Milton and Oakville were added in 
1857, with the Village of Georgetown in 1865 and the Villages of Burlington and Acton 
in 1874. Many large streams, along with the Credit and its branches, the Twelve-mile 
creek and the Sixteen-mile Creek provided good sites for mills and manufacturing. The 
Grand Trunk Railway ran through the northern extremity from east to west and the 
Great Western through the south. The Hamilton and North-Western Railway cut the 
County diagonally from Burlington to Georgetown and the Credit Valley Railway divided 
it in the opposite direction. By 1877 the County was well supplied with post and 
telegraph offices (Walker and Miles, 1877). 

 Township of Trafalgar 
The lands within the Township of Trafalgar were acquired by the British from the 
Mississaugas in 1795. In 1806, Samuel Wilmot surveyed the townships of Nelson, 
Trafalgar and Toronto, from land acquired from this purchase, using Dundas Street 
(Highway 5) as a baseline from which to survey two concessions north and four 
concessions south. Dundas Street had been surveyed earlier in 1793 as a military road 
that connected Lake Ontario, Lake Erie, Lake St. Clair and Lake Huron. It was a road used 
to aid Loyalist settlement and deter American expansionism in Upper Canada. Once the 
two concessions south of Dundas Street were opened, two new east-west concession 
line access roads, the Upper Middle Road and the Lower Middle Road, were surveyed. 
These early east-west roads were later complemented (1832) by the Lakeshore Road, 
which was constructed parallel to an Indigenous pathway skirting Lake Ontario. The 
concession roads of the 1806 survey and the line roads running perpendicular, blocked 
out the township in areas a mile and a quarter square (approximately 324 ha) with five 
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200-acre (approximately 81 ha) lots to a square. Running between every five lots was a 
line road (Mathews 1971: 45, in ASI 2014). 

Early settlement in Trafalgar was much like that in other townships and was influenced 
by the presence of watercourses. The development of the network of concession roads 
and railroads throughout the course of the 19th century also influenced the settling of 
farmsteads and early industries. 

Trafalgar Township, was originally named “Grant Township” in honour of Alexander 
Grant, the administrator of Upper Canada. In 1806, it was renamed in honour of the 
victory by Horatio Viscount Nelson at Cabo Trafalgar in Spain the previous year. Nelson 
was initially settled by the children of the Loyalists, soldiers who served during the War 
of 1812, and by immigrants from England, Scotland and Ireland. By the 1840s, the 
township was noted for its well cultivated farms (Armstrong 1985:148; Rayburn 
1997:348; Smith 1846:197 in ASI 2014). 

The earliest families to settle within the township included: Sovereign; Proudfoot; 
Katting; Freeman; Post; Biggar; Mulholland; Kenney; Chalmer; Albertson; Chisholms; 
Sproat; Brown; and Hagar. The 1877 historic atlas indicates that the township then 
contained 548 inhabitants, and had one grist mill and four saw mills that were 
established in 1817 (Walker & Miles 1877: 81). 

Town of Oakville 
The Town of Oakville was historically situated on part Lots 12 – 16 Concession 3 South 
of Dundas Street and on part Lots 11 – 17 in the Broken Front Concession, Trafalgar 
Township. It was developed as a town site in 1827 by William Chisholm, merchant-miller. 
Originally named Sixteen Mile Creek, the name was changed to “Oakville” at the 
suggestion of Robert Baldwin Sullivan, due to the large amount of white oaks that grew 
in the area. 

Two wharves extended into Lake Ontario at the mouth of Sixteen Mile Creek which 
formed a protective harbour, and Oakville was a port of entry. Registered plans of 
subdivision for this village date from 1837-1861. The town was also served by the 
Hamilton and Toronto Branch of the Great Western Railroad (now part of the Canadian 
National Railroad CNR). The original depot was located in the vicinity of the present 
Oakville GO Station. In 1877, the town contained a square reserved for a market as well 
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as a town hall. There were five churches, stores, hotels, mills and factories, ship building 
yards, two telegraph offices and a newspaper that ran weekly. There was a population of 
approximately 1,684 (Crossby 1873:232; Mathews 1971; Rayburn 1997:252; Scott 
1997:165; Winearls 1991: 757-758: Young 1957 in ASI 2014). 

Bronte Village 
The study area runs through the historic Bronte village on Part of Lots 28, 29, 30 and 31, 
Broken Front Concession. Bronte Village is situated at the mouth of Bronte Creek on 
Lake Ontario. It lies approximately 32 km from Toronto and 21 km from Hamilton. In 
1876 it had an approximate population of 300. The first settlers were believed to be the 
Sovereign and Belyea families (Walker & Miles 1877: 81). The harbor was owned by the 
Bronte Harbor Company of which R.K. Chisholm of Oakville was the principal 
stockholder. From this harbor port an annual 80,000 bushels of grain were shipped 
(Walker & Miles 1877: 81). The principal buyers included Messrs. MacDougald, Chisholm 
and Hagaman, all of whom owned large warehouses (Walker & Miles 1877: 81). There 
were seven vessels owned by the residents of the village. A saw mill, owned and 
operated by Wm. McCraney, M.P., turned out large quantities of lumber that were 
shipped to all points on the lake. Fishing provided an important source of employment 
for many (Walker & Miles 1877: 81). The principal business of the village was carried on 
by the following: J.H. Thomas, who ran a General store and Telegraph Office; W.A. 
Johnson, Grocer; L. Lucas, Grocer; and S. Adams, Blacksmith. The agricultural society was 
organized in 1853, with the first Exhibition held on June 15th of the same year (Walker & 
Miles 1877: 81). 

 Review of Historical Records 
The following historical records and mapping were examined for evidence of early Euro-
Canadian use of the study corridor: the 1806 Plan of the Second Township in the Tract 
of Land Purchased from the Mississauga Indians (Samuel Wilmot, June 28, 1806, 
Appendix A: Figure 4a), the 1858 Tremaine Map of the County of Halton (G.R. & G.M. 
Tremaine, Appendix A: Figure 4b), and the 1876 Illustrated Historical Atlas of Halton 
(Page, H.R, Appendix A: Figure 5). 
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Table 1: Property Owners and Historic Feature Present on Historical Maps 
Location 1806 Plan of the 

Second 
Township 

1858 Tremaine’s Map 1876 Historical Atlas 

Lot Conc Owner(s) Illustrated 
Features Owner(s) Illustrated 

Features Owner(s) Illustrated 
Features 

17 

Br
ok

en
 F

ro
nt

 T
ra

fa
lg

ar
 

William 
Stanton - 

G. Yard 
Parsonage - - 

Town of 
Oakville 

18 

William 
Stanton 

- 

Josua 
Kenney 

- 

Captain 
M. Felin 

Orchard 
and 
structure 

W.T. 
Carson 

Orchard 
and 
structure 

19 

William 
Stanton 

- 

Joshua 
Kenney 

- 

J.E. 
Kenney 

Historic 
tributary, 
orchard 
and 
structure 

O.B. orchard 
and 
structure 

W.W.K. structure 

20 

 William 
McCraney 

- 

M.S. 
McCraney 

Historic 
tributary 

George K 
McCraney 

Historic 
tributary, 
orchard 
and 
structure 

Mrs. R. 
McCraney 

Historic 
tributary, 
orchard 
and 
structure 

21 

??? 
George 

- 

B&W.E. 
Hagaman 

- 

Benjamin 
Hagaman 

Lakeshore 
Rd, 
historic 
tributary, 
orchard 
and 
structure 

22 
??? S. 
George - 

Thomas 
Hinton 

Historic 
tributary 

Jonathan 
Mitchell 
W.R 

Historic 
tributary 
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Location 1806 Plan of the 
Second 

Township 

1858 Tremaine’s Map 1876 Historical Atlas 

A.S. Orchard 
and 
structure 

J.S. Orchard 
and 
structure 

23 William 
Stanton - Robert 

Smith - Robert 
Smith 

Structure 

24 

Captain 
James 
John 
Gibbon 

- 

Stewart 
English - 

Stewart 
English 

Orchard 
and 
structure 

25 

Matthew 
S…? 

- 

William 
Ribble 

- 

Benjamin 
Hagaman 

2 
orchards 
and 2 
structures 
on either 
side of the 
road 

Joseph 
Bunston 

Orchard 
and 
structure 

M.R. Orchard 
and 
structure 
 

26 

William 
Clawson - 

Rachel 
Bray - 

Joseph 
Orr 

2 
orchards 
and a 
structure 

27 
John 
G…ing - 

Mahion 
Bray - 

Mahion 
Bray 

Orchard 
and 
structure 

28 Illegible - Mahion 
Bray - Mahion 

Bray 
Village of 
Bronte 

29 - 
“Plains”, 
10 Mile 
Creek 

- 
Village of 
Bronte - 

Village of 
Bronte 

30 - 

10 Mile 
Creek - 

Village of 
Bronte, 
Bronte 
River 

- 

Village of 
Bronte, 
Bronte 
River 
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Location 1806 Plan of the 
Second 

Township 

1858 Tremaine’s Map 1876 Historical Atlas 

31 - 

10 Mile 
Creek - 

Village of 
Bronte, 
Bronte 
River 

- 

Village of 
Bronte, 
Bronte 
River 

17 

III
 S

ou
th

 o
f D

un
da

s 
St

. 

Crown N 
45 W 124 

- 

John 
Thomas 

- 

Captain 
M. Felin 

 

M. Thomas Mrs. 
Thomas 

Orchard 
and 
structure 

18 

John 
Wise 

- 

Andrew Le 
Barre 
Junior - 

Andrew 
Le Barre 

Large 
orchard 
and four 
structures Andrew Le 

Barre 

19 

William 
W. 
Granny 

Lease George 
Washington 
Retreat - 

J.F. 
Howell 

Orchard 
and 
structure 

Widow 
Ribble 

Hugh 
Pullen 

Orchard 
and 
structure 

20 

Joseph 
Young 

- 

M.S. 
McCraney 

Historic 
Tributary 

J.W. 
McCraney 

Historic 
tributary, 
orchard, 
structure, 
school 
house 

M.S. 
McCraney 

Historic 
tributary, 
orchard, 
structure 

In the Plan of the Second Township (1806) (Figure 4a), the study corridor was not yet a 
roadway. The southwestern-most section of the corridor crossed Bronte Creek, and then 
ran eastward through what was then called the “Plains” (the present-day Village of 
Bronte). As the study area continued east-northeast, the corridor would have traversed 
portions of private land, although, as noted in the Table above, there were no historic 
features illustrated within or directly adjacent to the study corridor at this time. Creeks 
and tributaries that are illustrated on later historical mapping are also not shown (see 
Figures 4b and 5, Appendix A). As the study corridor passed through lots17 to 20 
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Concession III and the Broken Front Concession, it was illustrated as an early concession 
road. 

By 1858, with the exception of the western-most portion of Lot 25 and Lots 26, 27, 28, 
Broken Front Concession, the study corridor was illustrated as an historic road. Along 
the southwest-most section of the study corridor, the lands once called the “Plain(s)” 
had become known as the Village of Bronte. The portion of the study corridor within the 
Village of Bronte crosses Bronte Creek. Other segments of the study corridor on Lots 19, 
20 and 22, Broken Front Concession cross three creeks, and the section of the study 
corridor within Lots 21 to 31, Broken Front Concession lie within 300 metres of the 
shoreline of Lake Ontario. 

A search of the Patrons’ Directory for the Township of Trafalgar was also undertaken for 
the names presented in Table 1. Capt. M. Felin (Lot 18, Broken Front Concession) 
emigrated from Ireland in 1853. His occupation is recorded as a fruit grower. Stewart 
English, (Lot 24, Broken Front Concession) was born in Ireland, but unfortunately the 
date of his settlement in Canada is not legible. His occupation is recorded as a farmer 
and fruit grower. Joseph Bunston (west ½ of Lot 25, Broken Front Concession) had 
emigrated from England in 1872. His occupation is recorded as a farmer and fruit 
grower. John Mitchell (Lot 22, Broken Front Concession) was born in Canada and settled 
in 1872. His occupation is recorded as a Miller. Lastly, Malon Bray (Lot 27, Broken Front 
Concession) was born in Canada and settled in Halton County in 1828. His occupation is 
recorded at a farmer. 

There is no information recorded for the following: Mrs. Thomas (Lot 17, Concession III 
South); Jos Orr (Lot 26, Broken Front); Andrew Le Barre (Lot 18, Concession III South); J.E. 
Kenney (Lot 19, Broken Front Concession); J.F. Howell and Hugh Pullen (Lot 19, 
Concession III South); Mrs. R. McCraney or Geo. K. McCraney (Lot 20, Broken Front 
Concession); J.W. McCraney and M.S. McCraney (Lot 20, Concession III South); and 
Benjamin Hagaman (Lot 25, Broken Front Concession). 

In addition, a review of the Biographical Sketches contained in the 1877 Illustrated Atlas 

of the County of Halton was also undertaken (p.84). This review indicated that 
McCraneys who were illustrated on Lot 20, Concession III South and Lot 20, Broken 
Front Concession, were the descents of Hiram McCraney, Esq., who was the father of 
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William McCraney, M.P., who was born in Canada, on the Grand River, in Brant County in 
1801. William, along with his family, settled in the Halton County in 1805, on what was 
then called the “New Purchase” (see Figure 5, Appendix A) in the Township of Trafalgar, 
near Oakville, making him one of the earliest settlers in Halton County (ibid 1877: 84). 
Louisa McCraney (nee English), was the wife of Hiram McCraney and the mother of 
William McCraney, Esq. She was born near Belfast, Ireland in 1800. She is of both 
Scottish and English descent, and along with her parents, emigrated to Canada around 
1814. They settled near Oakville, in Trafalgar. The family consisted of eight children, 
three boys and five girls. The elder Mr. McCraney was engaged in both farming and 
lumbering. He built two saw mills and several other buildings near Oakville, and cleared 
approximately 300 acres of land in the vicinity. Both he and his wife were members of 
the Methodist Church for approximately 50 years and he was noted as a zealous 
advocate for temperance and religion. William McCraney, the eldest son of Hiram and 
Louisa McCraney was born on the 15th of December, 1831 in Trafalgar Township. Aside 
from three years that he spent in California, his occupation consisted of farming and 
lumbering. William is said to have cleared over 500 acres of land, and to have built three 
saw mills in Halton and one in North Simcoe. He is also credited with building a large 
number of farm houses and other building near Oakville, as well as both erecting and 
refitting at least 18 houses in the town, of which he owned 11. He was married on 24th 
May, 1857, to Elizabeth Coote. They had 10 children, eight of which survived (two boys 
and six girls). In 1869, William was elected to the Common Council and Grammar School 
Trusteeship, and continued to hold those positions until 1872, when he was elected as 
Mayor of Oakville by acclamation. He remained in that position until 1874. Thereafter he 
was elected Reeve for the next two years and only left that position in 1876 after he 
declined to run again. William was noted as having a “deep interest in all the affairs 
pertaining to the improvement of the County of Halton and the welfare of her people; 
her roads and railways have always had his sympathy” (ibid 1877: 84). He was also the 
President of the Trafalgar Agricultural Society and served as Director for various 
Trafalgar and County Societies.
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 Background 
 Legislative Framework and Tools for Cultural Heritage 

Resource Evaluation 
 Ministry of Tourism Culture and Sport 

Guidelines for undertaking the assessment of cultural heritage resources are provided 
by various government ministries, including the Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport 
(MTCS), which acts as administrator of the Ontario Heritage Act, and is ultimately 
responsible for the conservation, protection, and preservation of cultural heritage in the 
province. 

The MTCS has issued guidelines to assist in the identification and assessment of cultural 
heritage resources as part of the environmental assessment process. These guidelines 
include: “Guidelines for Preparing the Cultural Heritage Resource Component of 
Environmental Assessments” (1992) and “Guidelines on the Man-Made Heritage 
Component of Environmental Assessments” (1980). These guidelines distinguish 
between built heritage resources and cultural heritage landscapes. Built heritage 
resources are individual person-made or modified resources such as buildings or 
structures. Cultural heritage landscapes are geographical areas that have been modified 
by human activity over time and may include a grouping of built heritage components. 

The MTCS has also issued the Ontario Heritage Toolkit (“Toolkit”) to assist in 
understanding the legislation and tools available for the conservation of cultural 
heritage resources. The Toolkit provides a framework for heritage property evaluation 
and defines “cultural heritage properties” as: “built heritage resources, cultural heritage 
landscapes, heritage conservation districts, archaeological resources and/or areas of 
archaeological potential that have cultural heritage value or interest, cemeteries and 
burial features, landscapes, spiritual sites, ruins, archeological sites, and areas of 
archaeological potential (MTCS, 2006:6). 

 Ontario Heritage Act 
Using policy direction as outlined in the Provincial Policy Statement (Ministry of 
Municipal Affairs and Housing, 2014), the protection of cultural heritage resources is 
considered a matter of provincial interest under the authority of the Planning Act and 
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further defines a built heritage resource as “significant” if it is “valued for the important 
contribution [it] make[s] to our understanding of the history of a place, an event or a 
people”. The Ontario Heritage Act (OHA) charges the MTCS with the responsibility for 
the conservation, protection and preservation of Ontario’s cultural heritage and, as such, 
the MTCS acts as administrator of heritage legislation. The OHA provides tools to 
Ontario’s municipalities to protect their heritage resources. Municipalities’ conservation 
efforts are enabled by the OHA, which outlines the criteria to be used for the evaluation 
of significance. Section 29 of the OHA allows cultural heritage properties to be 
designated, which results in long-term protection. Further, Section 27 requires the Clerk 
of a municipality to keep a public register of heritage properties, which includes all 
those properties designated under the OHA, but also allows municipalities to list non-
designated properties on the “Municipal Register,” which provides short-term protection 
from demolition. When a property is designated under the OHA, it is also placed on the 
Ontario Heritage Trust’s provincial register of heritage properties. 

The primary goals of heritage assessments are: to create a register or inventory of 
cultural heritage resources within a project Study Area; to evaluate potential impacts on 
those resources; and to propose mitigation options (MTCS, 2006). The criteria for 
identifying and evaluating heritage properties include both quantitative and qualitative 
attributes. Ontario regulation 9/06 made under the OHA, outlines three categories 
within which an evaluation of cultural heritage value or interest may be made. These 
include: design/physical value, historical/associative value, and contextual value. 

Cultural heritage landscapes can be evaluated using the same criteria. The United 
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization’s (UNESCO) 2005 operation 
guidelines for the implementation of the World Heritage Convention outline three 
categories of cultural landscape (Worthing and Bond 2008:14). These include: clearly 
defined landscapes, organically evolved landscapes, and associative cultural landscapes. 
These can include remnant landscapes where only a fraction of the original heritage 
features is present. 

Defined landscapes include gardens, parks, and cemeteries which were designed for 
aesthetic or economic reasons. Organically evolved landscapes result from a long-term 
relationship between human activity and the natural environment. They may represent a 
past event of process with tangible markers of that time or their use may be continuing 
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to play a role in contemporary society, but retain evidence of past use. Associative 
cultural landscapes include those which may have no evidence of cultural activity, but 
the natural features are known to have spiritual, artistic, or other cultural significance. 

 Region of Halton Official Plan 
The goal for Cultural Heritage Resources is to protect the material, cultural and built 
heritage of Halton for present and future generations (165). The two objectives of the 
Region are to promote awareness and appreciation and to promote and facilitate public 
and private stewardship (166, 1 & 2). 

 Town of Oakville Official Plan 
Within the Official Plan (5.1) the Town’s objectives are “to safeguard and protect cultural 
heritage resources through use of available tools to designate heritage resources and 
ensure that all new development and site alteration conserve cultural heritage resources 
and areas of cultural heritage significance; and, to encourage the development of a 
Town-wide culture of conservation by promoting cultural heritage initiatives as part of a 
comprehensive economic, environmental, and social strategy where cultural heritage 
resources contribute to achieving a sustainable, healthy and prosperous community”. 

Section 5.3.9 of the official Plan states that “the scenic character of Lakeshore Road 
should be conserved and enhanced”.  

 Town of Oakville Cultural Heritage Landscapes Strategy 
In the Introduction in Section 1.0 the strategy states that: 

The Town of Oakville has a diverse range of cultural heritage resources that 
are of historic significance and valued by its residents. They exist within both 
urban and rural contexts, and include built heritage features, archaeological 
sites, and landscape elements. Of those identified to date, heritage 
resources include: more than 140 heritage properties designated under Part 
IV of the Ontario Heritage Act and 4 heritage conservation districts 
designated under Part V of the Ontario Heritage Act. Within the spectrum 
of cultural heritage resources, cultural heritage landscapes are now being 
identified and documented by the Town of Oakville. 

The Strategy defines 3 types of Cultural Heritage Landscapes (2.1): 
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• 2.1.1. Designed Landscape - the “clearly defined landscape designed and created 
intentionally by man.” 

• 2.1.2. Organically Evolved Landscape - that “results from an initial social, economic, 
administrative, and/or religious imperative and has developed in its present form in 
response to its natural environment”. Within this category two sub-categories are 
identified: 

o a) Relict landscape, “in which an evolutionary process came to an end at some 
time in the past”, and for which “significant distinguishing features, are, however 
still visible in material form.” 

o b) Continuing landscape which “retains an active social role in contemporary 
society closely associated with the traditional way of life, and which the 
evolutionary process is still in progress.” 

• 2.1.3. Associative Cultural Landscape – which is “justifiable by virtue of the powerful 
religious, artistic, or cultural associations of the natural element rather than material 
cultural evidence, which may be insignificant or even absent.” 
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 Assessment 
 Scope of Work 

All work was conducted in accordance with Ontario Regulation 9/06 made under the 
Ontario Heritage Act, as amended in 2005, and the guidelines presented in the Ontario 
Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport’s Ontario Heritage Tool Kit. The term cultural 
heritage resources in used to describe both built heritage and cultural heritage 
landscapes. The scope of work included: 

• Background historic research, including consultation of primary and secondary 
literature and historic mapping. Historical overview of agents and themes of 
historical and cultural landscape significance, and their changes over time; 

• Review of designation by-laws in the immediate vicinity; 

• Site review including photographic documentation, to confirm or update the data 
collected from secondary sources and to identify any new information; 

• Consult library, municipal and archival sources for historical information pertinent 
to the surrounding cultural heritage; 

• Provide graphic images of areas of cultural heritage potential; 

• Determination of potential impacts of proposed work on the identified heritage 
resources; 

• Report preparation with recommendations and/or mitigation measures. 

• Following senior review, submit the draft report to the client for review; 

• Make any necessary changes and submit the final report to the MTCS for approval. 

The inventory and preliminary assessment of built heritage and cultural heritage 
landscapes within the current study area included a windshield survey and photographic 
documentation. The background research was conducted by Ms. Devon Brusey, Amec 
Foster Wheeler Intermediate Heritage Specialist and Ms. Linda Axford, Amec Foster 
Wheeler Senior Heritage Specialist. The heritage property inspection was conducted on 
18 April 2017 by Ms. Axford. The weather was partially cloudy and cool, and did not 
impede the inspection in any way. 
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This work is based on a systematic qualitative process carried out to assess the potential 
heritage value of the given property based on its physical and design characteristics, 
historical land use and associations, context, both social and environmental. 

Based on a review of all pertinent background sources and information collected during 
the site visit, the built heritage resources and cultural heritage landscapes observed were 
assessed based on provincial policy guidelines. The province states that “significant built 
heritage resources and significant cultural heritage landscapes shall be conserved” (PPS, 
2014: Section 2.6.1). Built heritage resources are defined as “one or more significant 
building, structures, monuments, installations or remains associated with architectural, 
cultural, social, political, economic or military history and identified as being important 
to a community.” Cultural heritage landscapes are defined as “a defined geographical 
area of heritage significance which has been modified by human activities and is valued 
by a community… it involves a grouping(s) of individual heritage features such as 
structures, spaces archaeological sites and natural elements, which together form a 
significant type of heritage form, distinctive from that of its constituent elements or 
parts.” These resources may be identified through designation or heritage conservation 
easement under the OHA. In assessing a property’s cultural heritage value, Amec Foster 
Wheeler staff refers to Ontario Regulation 9/06 – Criteria for Determining Cultural 

Heritage Value or Interest. Ontario Regulation 9/06 outlines three main categories of 
cultural heritage value, further divided into nine sub-categories. 

A property must meet one or more of the following criteria to be considered 
significant: 

1. The property has design value or physical value because it: 

a. Is a rare, unique, representative or early example of a style, type, 
expression, material or construction method; 

b. Displays a high degree of craftsmanship or artistic merit; or 

c. Demonstrates a high degree of technical or scientific achievement. 
2. The property has historical value or associative value because it: 

a. Has direct associations with a theme, event, belief, person, activity, 
organization or institution that is significant to a community; 

b. Yields, or has the potential to yield, information that contributes to an 
understanding of a community or culture; or 
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c. Demonstrates or reflects the work or ideas of an architect, artist, builder, 
designer or theorist who is significant to a community. 

3. The property has contextual value because it: 

a. Is important in defining, maintaining or supporting the character of an 
area;  

b. Is physically, functionally, visually or historically linked to its 
surroundings; or 

c. Is a landmark. 
Resources within the study area have been assessed on a preliminary basis against the 
above criteria to determine whether they have any cultural heritage value or interest. They 
have also been considered in terms of potential project impacts and mitigation measures. 

 Analysis 
The current study area of the section of Lakeshore Road West, from Mississaga Street to 
Dorval Drive, in Oakville Ontario is typical of what was once a rural road that has 
transforming into an urban corridor with residential, commercial and recreational areas. 
Bronte Village Commercial District, which is within the study area, acts as a separate 
neighbourhood within the larger town of Oakville. It roadway is characterized by two 
paved lanes with sidewalks on both sides. There are four creek crossings within the study 
area, including a major crossing over Bronte Creek. 

As indicated in Table 2 and in the Heritage Resource Sheets below, seventeen resources 
within the study area were identified by the Town of Oakville as having cultural heritage 
value or interest: (Appendix A, Figure 6a-j). 

Seventeen listed and designated heritage properties: 

• Heritage Property 1 (HP 1), (listed) 3014 Lakeshore Road West (Bronte harbour); 

• HP 2, (designated) 2508 Lakeshore Road West (Ship-building shed); 

• HP 3, (listed) 2500 Lakeshore Road West (Cenotaph and park); 

• HP 4, (designated) 2489 Lakeshore Road West (Walton Memorial United Church) 

• HP 5, (listed) 2457 Lakeshore Road West (Cenotaph); 

• HP 6, (listed) 2003 Lakeshore Road West (private residence); 

• HP 7, (listed) 1426 Lakeshore Road West (Coronation Park); 

• HP 8, (listed) 1110 Lakeshore Road West (private residence); 
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• HP 9, (designated) 573 Lakeshore Road West (private residence); 

• HP 10, (designated) 549 Lakeshore Road West (private residence); 

• HP 11, (listed) 540 Lakeshore Road West (Appleby College); 

• HP 12, (listed) 491 Lakeshore Road West (private residence); 

• HP 13, (listed) 372 Lakeshore Road West (private residence); 

• HP 14, (listed) 369 Lakeshore Road West (private residence); 

• HP 15, (listed) 335 Lakeshore Road West (private residence); 

• HP 16, (designated) 258 Lakeshore Road West (St. Jude’s Cemetery); 

• HP 17, (designated) 105 Paliser Court (private residence). 

All seventeen of the listed and designated heritage resources within the study area 
provide a wide understanding of the history of Bronte and Oakville (see Heritage 
Resource Sheets below). Besides heritage homes that dot both sides of Lakeshore Road 
West, there are various buildings and landscapes that provide testament to the 
involvement of local citizens in the two world wars and Korea. These include a ship-
building shed within the Bronte Marina at 2508 Lakeshore Road West which provided 
ships for the second world war, the Bronte Cenotaph at 2457 Lakeshore Road West and 
the Cenotaph in Chris Vokes Memorial Park at 2500 Lakeshore Road West. 

The importance of Bronte Harbour as an early port, a commercial fishery, a ship-building 
industry and recreational facility is represented by the Bronte Marina building and the 
harbour itself. Recreational facilities are further represented by Coronation Park at 1426 
Lakeshore Road West and Chris Vokes Memorial Park at 2500 Lakeshore Road West. 
The role of religion in early Bronte is characterized by Walton Memorial United Church 
at 2489 Lakeshore Road West and St. Jude’s Cemetery at 258 Lakeshore Road West. The 

early 20th century private school, Appleby College, confirms the significance of 
education in the area. 

Table 2 lists the properties within the study area that were determined to have cultural 
heritage value or interest. The Heritage Resource Sheets below Table 2 provide cultural 
heritage value or interest details according to Ontario Regulation 9/06. 
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Table 2: Built Heritage and Cultural Heritage Landscapes 
ID. No. Address Feature 

Type 
Anticipated 
Project 
Effects 

Magnitude 
of Effects 

Recommendations 

HP 1 3014 Lakeshore 
Road West 

Listed 
Bronte 
Harbour 

None: back 
from 
roadway 

Low None 

HP 2 2508 Lakeshore 
Road West 

Designate
d Ship- 
building 
shed 
(1943) 

None: 
Building is 
located back 
from the 
roadway 

Low Avoid damage or 
encroachment at 
front of Marina 
near roadway 

HP 3 2500 Lakeshore 
Road West 

Listed 
Cenotaph 
and Park 

Plantings 
and 
hardscaping 
near 
roadway 
may be 
impacted 

Low If plantings and 
hardscaping 
are impacted 
they will need 
to be rebuilt to 
maintain their 
original 
character HP 4 2489 Lakeshore 

Road West 
Designated 
Church 

Retaining 
wall/steps 
at front of 
church may 
be 
impacted 

Medium If retaining wall 
and/or steps 
are impacted 
they will need 
to be rebuilt to 
maintain their 
original 
character 

HP 5 2457 Lakeshore 
Road West 

Listed 
Cenotaph 

None: 
Cenotaph is 
located 
back from 
the roadway 

Low None 

HP 6 2003 Lakeshore 
Road West 

Listed 
Farmhouse 

None: back 
from 
roadway 

Low None 

HP 7 1426 Lakeshore 
Road West 

Listed Park None: back 
from 
roadway 

Low None 

HP 8 1110 Lakeshore 
Road West 

Listed 
Cottage 

None: back 
from 
roadway 

Low None 
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ID. No. Address Feature 
Type 

Anticipated 
Project 
Effects 

Magnitude 
of Effects 

Recommendations 

HP 9 573 Lakeshore 
Road West 

Designated 
House 

None: back 
from 
roadway 

Low If plantings 
near roadway 
are impacted 
they will need 
to be rebuilt to 
maintain their 
original 
character 

HP 10 549 Lakeshore 
Road West 

Designated 
House 

None: back 
from 
roadway 

Low If plantings 
near roadway 
are impacted 
they will need 
to be rebuilt to 
maintain their 
original 
character 

HP 11 540 Lakeshore 
Road West 

Listed 
Privat
e 
Scho
ol 

Wrought iron 
fence, stone 
wall and 
stone 
gateways 
near the 
roadway may 
be impacted 

High If wrought iron 
fence, stone wall 
and/or stone 
gateway are 
impacted they will 
need to be rebuilt 
to maintain their 
original character 

HP 12 491 Lakeshore 
Road West 

Listed 
House 

None: back 
from 
roadway and 
will possibly 
be moved 

Low None 

HP 13 372 Lakeshore 
Road West 

Listed 
House 

Stone wall 
and gateway 
are very close 
to roadway 

High If stone wall and/or 
stone gateway are 
impacted they will 
need to be rebuilt to 
maintain their 
original character 

HP 14 369 Lakeshore 
Road West 

Listed 
House 

None: back 
from 
roadway 

Low None 

HP 15 335 Lakeshore 
Road West 

Listed 
House 

House back 
from roadway 
but two large 
trees are at 
the front of 
the property 
near roadway 

Low Large trees near 
roadway would 
need to be 
protected 

HP 16 258 Lakeshore 
Road West 

Designated 
Cemetery 

None: 
Gateway and 
wrought iron 
fence are back 
from roadway 

Low None 
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ID. No. Address Feature 
Type 

Anticipated 
Project 
Effects 

Magnitude 
of Effects 

Recommendations 

HP 17 105 Paliser Court Designated 
House 

None: back 
from 
roadway 

Low None 
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Identification of Heritage Resources 
Identification 
Number 

HP 2  

Lot and Concession 
Number 

Plan M11, Lot 91 
Property Name Bronte Marina Building 
Street Address 2508 Lakeshore Road West 

Recognition  Designated: By-Law 2014-124 

Community Bronte 

Municipality Oakville 
Regional 
Municipality 

Halton 
Construction Date 1943 
Building/Landscape 
Type 

Mid 20th Century ship-building 
shed 

Cultural Heritage 
Value 

High 

Heritage Impact of 
Development 

Low 

Photograph 
Description 

Clad in white shingles 

Evaluation of Cultural Heritage Value      Ontario Regulation 9/06 

Criteria No. Detailed Criteria Description 
Design or Physical 
Value 

1 Is a rare, unique, 
representative or early 
example of a style, type, 
expression, material or 
construction method. 

A mid-20th century ship-building 
shed with a tall 2 storey simple 
shed form dominated by large 
service doors on the north and 
south elevations. Rare and 
unique in Oakville and Bronte 
which does not have many 
surviving industrial buildings 
associated with the ship-building 
industry. 

2 Displays a high degree of 
craftsmanship or artistic 
value. 

 

3 Displays a high degree of 
technical or scientific 
achievement. 
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Historical or 
Associative Value 

1 Has direct associations with 
a theme, event, belief, 
person, activity, organization 
or institution that is 
significant to a community. 

Direct associations with the 
historic ship-building industry of 
Bronte and the development of 
Bronte Harbour as a 
recreational facility. For the first 
few years of its existence, the 
building was used to help 
construct and repair boats that 
were connected to the war 
effort. 

2 Yields or has the potential 
to yield information that 
contributes to the 
understanding of a 
community or culture. 

 

3 Demonstrates or reflects the 
work or ideas of an architect 
builder, artist designer or 
theorist who is significant to 
a community. 

 

Contextual Value 1 Is important in defining, 
maintaining or supporting 
the character of an area. 

 

2 Is physically, functionally, 
visually or historically 
linked to its surroundings. 

The change in use from 
industrial to recreational 
pursuits is important to the 
history of Bronte Harbour. 

3 Is a landmark.  
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Identification of Heritage Resources 
Identification 
Number 

HP 5  

Lot and Concession 
Number 

Plan M11, Lot 91 
Property Name Bronte Cenotaph 
Street Address 2457 Lakeshore Road West 

Recognition  Listed 

Community Bronte 
Municipality Oakville 
Regional Municipality Halton 
Construction Date 1956 
Building/Landscape 
Type 

Cenotaph 

Cultural Heritage 
Value 

High 

Heritage Impact of 
Development 

Low 

Photograph 
Description 

Stone Cenotaph 

Evaluation of Cultural Heritage Value       Ontario Regulation 9/06 

Criteria No
. 

Detailed Criteria Description 
Design or Physical 
Value 

1 Is a rare, unique, 
representative or early 
example of a style, type, 
expression, material or 
construction method. 

 

2 Displays a high degree of 
craftsmanship or artistic 
value. 

 

3 Displays a high degree 
of technical or scientific 
achievement. 
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Historical or 
Associative Value 

1 Has direct associations 
with a theme, event, belief, 
person, activity, 
organization or institution 
that is significant to a 
community. 

Was built by the Breeman 
brothers who lived in Bronte. 

2 Yields or has the potential 
to yield information that 
contributes to the 
understanding of a 
community or culture. 

The Cenotaph is associated with 
the contribution of Bronte's 
soldiers during the two world 
wars. 

3 Demonstrates or reflects 
the work or ideas of an 
architect builder, artist 
designer or theorist who is 
significant to a community. 

 

Contextual Value 1 Is important in defining, 
maintaining or supporting 
the character of an area. 

 

2 Is physically, 
functionally, visually or 
historically linked to its 
surroundings. 

 

3 Is a landmark. Is a landmark at the corner of 
Bronte and Lakeshore Roads. 
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Identification of Heritage Resources 
Identification 
Number 

HP 1 

 

Lot and Concession 
Number 

 
Property Name Bronte Harbour 

Street Address 3014 Lakeshore Road West 

Recognition  Listed 
Community Bronte 
Municipality Oakville 
Regional 
Municipality 

Halton 
Construction Date early 19th Century 
Building/Landscape 
Type 

Harbour 

Cultural Heritage 
Value 

High 

Heritage Impact of 
Development 

Low 

Photograph 
Description 

Harbour with sailboats 

Evaluation of Cultural Heritage Value       Ontario Regulation 9/06 

Criteria No. Detailed Criteria Description 
Design or Physical 
Value 

1 Is a rare, unique, 
representative or early 
example of a style, type, 
expression, material or 
construction method. 

 

2 Displays a high degree 
of craftsmanship or 
artistic value. 

 

3 Displays a high degree 
of technical or scientific 
achievement. 
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Historical or 
Associative Value 

1 Has direct associations 
with a theme, event, 
belief, person, activity, 
organization or institution 
that is significant to a 
community. 

Associated with the development 
of Bronte's fishing and boating 
industries. 

2 Yields or has the 
potential to yield 
information that 
contributes to the 
understanding of a 
community or culture. 

Adds to the understanding of the 
importance of Bronte as a busy 
Lake Ontario port, exporting wheat, 
building ships, and developing a 
thriving commercial fishery and 
stone hooking industry. 

3 Demonstrates or reflects 
the work or ideas of an 
architect builder, artist 
designer or theorist who 
is significant to a 
community. 

 

Contextual Value 1 Is important in defining, 
maintaining or 
supporting the 
character of an area. 

Provides recreation to the area. 

2 Is physically, 
functionally, visually or 
historically linked to its 
surroundings. 

Linked to Bronte as an early port 
on Lake Ontario 

3 Is a landmark. Is a landmark on Lake Ontario. 
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Identification of Heritage Resources 
Identification 
Number 

HP 4 

 

Lot and Concession 
Number 

Plan M10 Lot 65 

Property Name Walton Memorial United Church 
Street Address 2489 Lakeshore Road West 
Recognition  Designated: By-Law 1993-053 
Community Bronte 
Municipality Oakville 
Regional 
Municipality 

Halton 

Construction Date 1914 
Building/Landscape 
Type 

Church 

Cultural Heritage 
Value 

High 

Heritage Impact of 
Development 

Medium 

Photograph 
Description 

Front view of red-brick Gothic 
church 

Evaluation of Cultural Heritage Value       Ontario Regulation 9/06 

Criteria No. Detailed Criteria Description 
Design or Physical 
Value 

1 Is a rare, unique, 
representative or early 
example of a style, type, 
expression, material or 
construction method. 

Gothic style that represents 
ornamental styles of the 
Victorian era. Good example of 
church architecture from the 
turn of the century. 

2 Displays a high degree of 
craftsmanship or artistic 
value. 

 

3 Displays a high degree of 
technical or scientific 
achievement. 
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Identification of Heritage Resources 
Identification 
Number 

HP 13 Regional Municipality Halton 

Lot and 
Concession 
Number 

 Construction Date Late 19th-century 

Property Name  Building/Landscape Type House 
Street Address 372 

Lakeshore 
Drive W 

Cultural Heritage Value High 

Recognition 
(Designated or 
Listed) 

Listed Heritage Impact of 
Development 

High impact on stone wall 
and gates. 

Community Bronte Photograph Description House set back from road 
with stone wall and gateway 
near road. Municipality Oakville 

 

Evaluation of Cultural Heritage Value       Ontario Regulation 9/06 

Criteria No. Detailed Criteria Description 
Design or 
Physical Value 

1 Is a rare, unique, 
representative or early 
example of a style, type, 
expression, material or 
construction method. 

An example of Oakville's 
historic lakefront estates. 

2 Displays a high degree of 
craftsmanship or artistic 
value. 
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3 Displays a high degree 
of technical or scientific 
achievement. 

 

Historical or 
Associative 
Value 

1 Has direct associations 
with a theme, event, belief, 
person, activity, 
organization or institution 
that is significant to a 
community. 

 

2 Yields or has the potential 
to yield information that 
contributes to the 
understanding of a 
community or culture. 

 

3 Demonstrates or reflects 
the work or ideas of an 
architect builder, artist 
designer or theorist who is 
significant to a community. 

 

Contextual 
Value 

1 Is important in defining, 
maintaining or 
supporting the character 
of an area. 

 

2 Is physically, 
functionally, visually or 
historically linked to its 
surroundings. 

. 

3 Is a landmark.  
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 Recommendations 
The proposed improvements to a section of Lakeshore Road West, from Mississaga Street 
to Dorval Drive, in Oakville Ontario have the potential to affect cultural heritage resources 
in a variety of ways. These include the loss or displacement of resources through the 
removal or demolition and the disruption of resources by introducing physical, visual 
audible or atmospheric elements that are not in keeping with the heritage resources 
and/or their settings. 

The term cultural heritage resources is used to describe both cultural landscapes and built 
heritage features. A cultural heritage landscape is a collection of individual built heritage 
features and other related features that together form farm complexes, roadscapes and 
settlements. Built heritage features are typically individual buildings or structures that may 
be present associated with a variety of human activities such as historical settlements and 
patterns of architectural development. 

Mitigation measures and/or alternative development measures and/or alternative 
development approaches are required as a part of the approval conditions to amend 
potential adverse impacts of the proposed road widening on cultural heritage resources 
and their heritage attributes. 

Lakeshore Road West is becoming a higher-traffic urban roadway due to increased 
commercial and housing development. Consequently, some of the impacts associated 
with this project relate to an increasing intensity of existing conditions. 

Table 2 lists potential project effects with respect to the recorded heritage resource and 
the anticipated magnitude of these effects on the resources. The magnitude is evaluated 
with respect to the relative setback of a property from Lakeshore Road West, the cultural 
heritage value or interest of the resource, and existing conditions. 

Traffic noise is an existing condition throughout the study area. The heritage context of 
all properties and landscapes has also been somewhat altered throughout years of land 
use. Visual alterations of cultural heritage landscapes have been caused by both 
subtractive and additive modifications through neglect and reuse. All seventeen heritage 
resources within the study area are evocative vestiges of historical land uses over time. 

A range of effects are anticipated within the study area, mostly as a result of impacts on 
vegetation, fences, stone walls, gates and viewscapes. The impacts are characterized from 
low to high, based primarily on the distance of resources and vegetation from the right-
of-way or impact zone. But property encroachment along the roadway should be sensitive 
to the rural character of the above- mentioned heritage resources. 
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Post-construction landscaping along the corridor should employ heritage plants and 
heritage themes to help conserve and enhance the cultural heritage character near the 
heritage resources.  

While the designated heritage church at 2489 Lakeshore Road West is far enough from 
the roadway that it will not be directly affected by road construction, the retaining wall 
and/or steps near the front of the property could potentially be disturbed. Also, the 
wrought iron fence, stone wall and stone gateway at the front of Appleby College (540 
Lakeshore Road West) and the stone wall and stone gateway in front of the listed house 
at 372 Lakeshore Road West are all considered to be close to the roadway and could be 
affected by road construction. 

It is recommended that the following mitigation measures be taken: 

1. All wrought iron fencing, stone walls, stone stairs and stone gateways at 2489, 
540 and 372 Lakeshore Road West that are disturbed by the road construction 
will need to be re- built to existing appearances and substance. 

2. Construction fencing and tree hoarding should be installed around and in front 
of those heritage resources which are closer to the roadway, at a sufficient 
distance to ensure that there will be no direct construction impacts as a result of 
the movement of construction equipment or machinery; 

3. Standard road construction techniques should be used where possible, excluding 
all avoidable construction techniques (such as deep foundation work or piling) 
that could cause structural damage to heritage resources; 

4. All trees that cannot be saved should be replaced with large caliper nursery stock 
that are appropriate for roadside use (i.e. salt resistant). Replacement trees should 
replicate as closely as possible the heritage appearance, assortment and 
placement of the current trees; and, 

5. Wherever possible, the roadway should be engineered to ensure that the 
heritage character of the buildings and landscapes listed in Table 2 are not 
unduly impacted or obscured. 
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 Assessor Qualifications 
This report was prepared and reviewed by the undersigned, employees of Amec Foster 
Wheeler, Environment & Infrastructure, a division of Amec Foster Wheeler Americas Limited. 
Amec Foster Wheeler is one of North America’s leading engineering firms, with more than 
50 years of experience in the earth and environmental consulting industry. The qualifications 
of the assessors involved in the preparation of this report are provided in Appendix B.
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 Closure 
This report was prepared for the exclusive use of the Town of Oakville and is intended to 
provide a Cultural Heritage Evaluation Report of a section of Lakeshore Road West, from 
Mississaga Street to Dorval Drive, in the Town of Oakville, Ontario. Historically, the study 
area was located on Part of Lots 17 to 31 Broken Front Trafalgar and Part of Lots 17 to 20 
Concession III South, in the Former Township of Trafalgar, Halton County, now in the Town 
of Oakville, Halton Region, Ontario. 

Any use which a third party makes of this report, or any reliance on or decisions to be made 
based on it, are the responsibility of the third party. Should additional parties require 
reliance on this report, written authorization from Amec Foster Wheeler will be required. 
With respect to third parties, Amec Foster Wheeler has no liability or responsibility for losses 
of any kind whatsoever, including direct or consequential financial effects on transactions 
or property values, or requirements for follow-up actions and costs. 

The report is based on data and information collected during the background study and 
property inspection conducted by Amec Foster Wheeler. It is based solely on a review of 
historical information and data obtained by Amec Foster Wheeler as described in this report. 
Except as otherwise maybe specified, Amec Foster Wheeler disclaims any obligation to 
update this report for events taking place, or with respect to information that becomes 
available to Amec Foster Wheeler after the time during which Amec Foster Wheeler 
conducted the heritage assessment. 

In evaluating the Study Area, Amec Foster Wheeler has relied in good faith on information 
provided by other individuals noted in this report. Amec Foster Wheeler has assumed that 
the information provided is factual and accurate. In addition, the findings in this report are 
based, to a large degree, upon information provided by the current owner/occupant. Amec 
Foster Wheeler accepts no responsibility for any deficiency, misstatement or inaccuracy 
contained in this report as a result of omissions, misinterpretations or fraudulent acts of 
persons interviewed or contacted. 

Amec Foster Wheeler makes no other representations whatsoever, including those 
concerning the legal significance of its findings, or as to other legal matters touched on in 
this report, including, but not limited to, ownership of any property, or the application of 
any law to the facts set forth herein. With respect to regulatory compliance issues, regulatory 
statutes are subject to interpretation and change. Such interpretations and regulatory 
changes should be reviewed with legal counsel. 

This report is also subject to the further Standard Limitations contained in Appendix C.
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We trust that the information presented in this report meets your current requirements. 
Should you have any questions, or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact the 
undersigned. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Amec Foster Wheeler 
Environment & Infrastructure 
a Division of Amec Foster Wheeler Americas Limited 
 

 

Prepared By: Reviewed By: 

 
 

Linda Axford, M.L.A.  
Senior Heritage Specialist 

Shaun Austin, Ph.D. 

Associate archaeologist (P141) 
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Aerial Photograph Showing
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Topographic Map Showing the
Location of the Study Area

PROJECT N°:

DATE:

TPB166147.3000.1 FIGURE:

3

Drawn By:

Checked By:

Revision N°:

Scale:

CH

SA

01

1: 50,000

N

E

S

W

Conditions encountered in the field
may be different from the interpreted
information presented on this figure.

SOURCE:

LEGEND CLIENT:

TOWN OF OAKVILLE

\\H
M

T-
FS

1\
Pr

oj
ec

tF
$\

01
-P

R
O

JE
C

TS
\T

P 
- B

ur
lin

gt
on

\2
01

6\
TP

B1
66

14
7.

30
00

.1
 - 

St
ag

e 
1 

AA
 L

ak
es

ho
re

 R
d 

O
ak

Vi
lle

\H
er

ita
ge

\G
ra

ph
ic

s\
02

 - 
M

ap
s\

C
AD

\L
ak

es
ho

re
 C

H
R

.d
w

g(
3)

*c
ar

a.
ho

w
el

l*

Study area

0 2500m1000 1500 2000500

http://www.gisapplication.lrc.gov.on.ca/matm/
Index.html?site=Make_A_Topographic_Map&
viewer=MATM&locale=en-US

CULTURAL HERITAGE EVALUATION REPORT
Section of Lakeshore Road West, From Mississaga Street to

Dorval Drive, Oakville, Ontario

NOTES:

THIS DRAWING SHOULD BE READ
IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE
WOOD PLC ENVIRONMENT &
INFRASTRUCTURE
REPORT No. TPB166147.

Wood PLC
 Environment and Infrastructure

3450 Harvester Road, Unit 100
Burlington, ON L7N 3W5

tel: 905-335-2353 www.woodplc.com



LEGEND

NOTES:

LOCATION OF FEATURES ARE 
APPROXIMATE
*Please note that the original scale
was used

SOURCE: Basemao (Google Earth)
1806 Trafalgar Township Map

Conditions encountered in the field 
may be different from the interpreted 
information presented on this figure.

Approximate Location of Study Area

SCALE: 1:41,489

1806 Plan of the Second Township in the Tract of Land
Purchased from the Mississauga Indians 

FIGURE: 

DATE:

PROJECT No:
Projection: 
UTM Zone 17N 

CLIENT:

4a

Drawn By: Checked By:

Revision:

TPB166147

LJM CH

A

0 700 1,400 2,100 2,800
Meters

February, 2017

Section of Lakeshore Road West, From Mississauga Street to
Dorval Drive, Oakville, Ontario

CULTURAL HERITAGE EVALUATION REPORT

3450 Harvester Road, Unit 100,Burlington, 
Ontario, L7N 3W5 tel: 905-335-5735    

This drawing should be read in 
conjunction with the Wood PLC
Environment & Infrastructure 
Report No. TPB166147

Wood Environment & Infrastructure



LEGEND
NOTES:

LOCATION OF FEATURES ARE 
APPROXIMATE

SOURCE: Basemao (Google Earth)
1858 Tremaine's Map

Conditions encountered in the field 
may be different from the interpreted 
information presented on this figure.

Study Area

SCALE: 1:42,387

1858 Tremaine Map of Halton County Showing the 
Location of the Study Area

FIGURE: 

DATE:

PROJECT No:
Projection: 
UTM Zone 17N 

CLIENT:

4b

Drawn By: Checked By:

Revision:

TPB166147

LJM CH

A

0 710 1,420 2,130 2,840
Meters

February, 2017

Section of Lakeshore Road West, From Mississauga Street to
Dorval Drive, Oakville, Ontario

CULTURAL HERITAGE EVALUATION REPORT

3450 Harvester Road, Unit 100,Burlington, 
Ontario, L7N 3W5 tel: 905-335-5735     

This drawing should be read in 
conjunction with the Wood PLC
Environment & Infrastructure 
Report No. TB165009

Wood PLC Environment & Infrastructure



LEGEND
NOTES:

LOCATION OF FEATURES ARE 
APPROXIMATE

SOURCE: Basemao (Google Earth)

Conditions encountered in the field 
may be different from the interpreted 
information presented on this figure.

Study Area

SCALE: 1:34,514

1877 Illustrated Historic Atlas of the County of Halton
Showing the Location of the Study Area

FIGURE: 

DATE:

PROJECT No:
Projection: 
UTM Zone 17N 

CLIENT:

5

Drawn By: Checked By:

Revision:

TPB166147

LJM CH

A

0 575 1,150 1,725 2,300
Meters

January, 2017

Section of Lakeshore Road West, From Mississauga Street to
Dorval Drive, Oakville, Ontario

CULTURAL HERITAGE EVALUATION REPORT

This drawing should be read in 
conjunction with the Wood PLC
Environment & Infrastructure 
Report No. TB165009

505 Woodward Ave., Hamilton, Ontario, L8H 6N6
tel:  905-312-0700         www.woodplc.com

Wood PLC Environment & Infrastructure



 07 Nov 2017

17 Heritage Properties

PROJECT N°:

DATE:

TPB166147.3000.1 FIGURE:

6

Drawn By:

Checked By:

Revision N°:

Scale:

CH

SA

01

1: 20,000

N

E
S

W

Conditions encountered in the field
may be different from the interpreted
information presented on this figure.

SOURCE:

LEGEND CLIENT:

TOWN OF OAKVILLE

P:
\2

01
6\

Pr
oj

ec
ts

\T
PB

16
61

47
 - 

O
ak

vi
lle

 L
ak

es
ho

re
 E

A\
04

_C
O

R
\0

2_
EM

AI
L\

02
_R

EC
\2

01
7-

11
-0

7 
H

am
ilt

on
 A

FW
\L

ak
es

ho
re

 C
H

R
.d

w
g(

6 
al

l)*
m

ar
k.

m
id

dl
et

on
*

http://www.gisapplication.lrc.gov.on.ca/matm/
Index.html?site=Make_A_Topographic_Map&
viewer=MATM&locale=en-US

CULTURAL HERITAGE EVALUATION REPORT
Section of Lakeshore Road West, From Mississaga Street to

Dorval Drive, Oakville, Ontario
Heritage Property (HP1-17)

0 500m200 300 400100

3450 Harvester Road, Unit 100
Burlington, ON L7N 3W5

tel: 905-335-2353 www.amecfw.com

NOTES:

*HP3

*HP1
*

HP3*HP4

*HP2
*HP5

*HP6 *HP7

*HP8

*HP11*HP9*HP10*HP12

*HP17

*HP13

*HP16

*HP15*HP14

THIS DRAWING SHOULD BE READ
IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE
WOOD PLC ENVIRONMENT &
INFRASTRUCTURE
REPORT No. TPB166147.

Wood PLC
 Environment and Infrastructure



 

 

Appendix B: Assessor Qualifications 



 
 
 
 
 

 

Assessor Qualifications 
 
Linda Axford, M.L.A., Senior Heritage Specialist – Ms. Axford has completed cultural 
heritage studies, including heritage overviews, built heritage and cultural heritage 
landscape assessments and heritage impact studies in Ontario. These projects have 
been part of larger environmental studies in support of applications for major road 
widening, gold mines, and a wind farm; federal designation of a heritage canal system 
corridor and university campus master plan. Ms. Axford has been working in cultural 
resource management in Ontario since 2001 and is the Senior Heritage Specialist at 
Amec Foster Wheeler Environment and Infrastructure in Hamilton. Ms. Axford 
specializes in Built Heritage and Cultural Landscape Assessments in Ontario. She has 
worked in heritage for both regional governments and the university sector. She has 
conducted heritage studies, including built heritage and cultural heritage landscape 
evaluation in a variety of environments including gold mines and a heritage study of the 
Welland Canals Corridor. 

Shaun Austin, Ph.D., Associate Archaeologist, Role: QA/QC Review – Dr. Austin is 
the Senior Advisor to Amec Foster Wheeler’s Cultural Heritage Resources Group and is 
based in the Hamilton Office. He has been working in Canadian archaeology and 
heritage since 1976 and as an archaeological and heritage consultant in Ontario since 
1987. He is a dedicated cultural heritage consultant with repeated success guiding 
projects through to completion to the satisfaction of the development proponent, First 
Nations and cultural heritage community stakeholder groups. His areas of interest and 
expertise include pre-contact Aboriginal lithics and ceramics. Dr. Austin holds a 
Professional Archaeology Licence (P141) issued by the Ontario Ministry of Tourism, 
Culture and Sport, is MTO RAQs certified in Archaeology/Heritage and is a member of 
the Ontario Association of Professional Archaeologists. 

Cara Howell B.A., Senior Archaeologist, Role: GIS Support – Ms. Howell holds a B.A. 
Degree in Anthropology and Classical Archaeology from McMaster University and has 
been working in the field of archaeological consulting since 1999. She holds an Applied 
Research Licence (R180) in archaeology from the Ontario Ministry of Tourism, Culture 
and Sport and possesses a full range of archaeological skills. As a result of her 
specialized interest in the historic Euro- Canadian period, she has become an authority 
on early Euro-Canadian artifacts and historic period background research. As the 
archaeology Laboratory Director for Amec Foster Wheeler’s Cultural Heritage 
Resources Group, she developed and implements a computerized cataloguing system 
for artifacts and other resources. Ms. Howell also serves as lead liaison with First 
Nations communities. 



 
 
 
 
 

 

Devon Brusey B.A. Hon., Staff Archaeologist / Intermediate Heritage Analyst – 
Ms. Brusey has worked as a consultant archaeologist since 2007. She holds an honours 
B.A. degree in Anthropology and Japanese Studies from McMaster University. Ms. 
Brusey has worked on over 300 Stage 1 through Stage 4 archaeological assessments 
throughout Ontario, many of which have been completed as part of the environmental 
assessment process for the development of wind and solar farms, hydro line corridors 
and municipal roadway improvements. Ms. Brusey has also been instrumental in the 
processing and analysis of artifacts and other data in the laboratory. She acted as crew 
supervisor for a Stage 4 salvage excavation of an extensive multi-component pre-
contact and historic site in Burlington, Ontario, and has acted as project manager, field 
director and report writer for numerous other projects. Ms. Brusey holds an Applied 
Research Licence (R410) issued by the Ontario Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport.
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Limitations 
1. The work performed in the preparation of this report and the conclusions 

presented are subject to the following: 

a. The Standard Terms and Conditions which form a part of our 
Professional Services Contract;  

b. The Scope of Services; 

c. Time and Budgetary limitations as described in our Contract; and, 

d. The Limitations stated herein. 

2. No other warranties or representations, either expressed or implied, are made as 
to the professional services provided under the terms of our Contract, or the 
conclusions presented. 

3. The conclusions presented in this report were based, in part, on visual 
observations of the Study Area. Our conclusions cannot and are not extended to 
include those portions of the Study Area which were not reasonably available, in 
Amec Foster Wheeler’s opinion, for direct observation. 

4. The potential for heritage resources, and any actual heritage resources 
encountered, at the Study Area were assessed, within the limitations set out 
above, having due regard for applicable heritage regulations as of the date of the 
inspection. 

5. Services including a background study and property inspection were 
performed. Amec Foster Wheeler’s work, including archival studies and a site 
visit were conducted in a professional manner and in accordance with the 
Ministry of Tourism and Culture’s guidelines. It is possible that unforeseen and 
undiscovered heritage resources may be present at the Study Area. 

6. The utilization of Amec Foster Wheeler’s services during the implementation of 
any further heritage work recommended will allow Amec Foster Wheeler to 
observe compliance with the conclusions and recommendations contained in the 
report. Amec Foster Wheeler’s involvement will also allow for changes to be 
made as necessary to suit field conditions as they are encountered. 

7. This report is for the sole use of the parties to whom it is addressed unless 
expressly stated otherwise in the report or contract. Any use which any third 
party makes of the report, in whole or in part, or any reliance thereon, or 
decisions made based on any information of conclusions in the report, is the sole 
responsibility of such third party. Amec Foster Wheeler accepts no responsibility 



 
 
 
 
 

 

whatsoever for damages or loss of any nature or kind suffered by any such third 
party as a result of actions taken or not taken or decisions made in reliance on the 
report or anything set out therein. 

8. This report is not to be given over to any third-party other than a governmental 
entity, for any purpose whatsoever without the written permission of Amec Foster 
Wheeler, which shall not be unreasonably withheld. 
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Memo 

To:  Bob Felker, David Sinke, Mir Talpur Date: November 26, 2020 

From: Heidy Schopf, Cultural Heritage Team Lead, Wood PLC 

cc: Peter Popkin 

Ref: TPB166147 Lakeshore Road West EA, Cultural Heritage Evaluation Report   

Re: 2020 Cultural Heritage Update for the Lakeshore Road West (Mississaga 
Street to Dorval Drive) EA, Town of Oakville, Ontario 

 

 Introduction 
In 2018, Wood Environment & Infrastructure (Wood) (formerly Amec Foster Wheeler 
Environment and Infrastructure, “Amec Foster Wheeler”) was retained by the Town of 
Oakville (the “CLIENT”) to prepare a Cultural Heritage Evaluation Report (CHER) in support 
of Municipal Class Environmental Assessment (EA) Study for Lakeshore Road West 
improvements, from Mississaga Street to Dorval Drive, in Town of Oakville Ontario. The 
CHER was completed by Linda Axford, Senior Heritage Specialist, now retired.  

The 2018 CHER identified 17 heritage properties located within, or adjacent to, Lakeshore 
Road West, between Mississaga Street and Dorval Drive (the Study Area). Since the report 
was originally completed in 2018, the heritage status of several properties in the Study 
Area has changed. This technical memo provides updated information to capture the 
following: 

• Updated heritage status for the 17 heritage properties within, and adjacent to the 
Study Area (Section 2.0) 

• Updated inventory of built heritage resources and cultural heritage landscapes 
(Section 3.0) 

• Updated mapping showing the locations of built heritage resources and cultural 
heritage landscapes in relation to the Study Area (Figure 1) 

• Updated impact assessment based on Preferred Design (Section 4.0) 
• Updated recommendations (Section 5.0) 
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